
  

 

Inside this issue: 

View from the Pulpit 1 

This Light of Mine 2 

Chili Cook-off 2 

Reformation 500 3 

2016 in Pictures 4 

New Title; Same Kyle 5 

Annual Meeting  6 

Council Highlights 6 

Reports, Birthdays, & 

Classifieds 
7 

FIRST MATTERS 
First Lutheran Church 

JANUARY 2016 

View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds 

our Baptism, do we really have 

an excuse for not acting as our 

Lord did? I am not responsible 

for other people’s actions or 

choices, but I am responsible 

for what I do with the "light" 

and the blessing of the gos-

pel. Life does not come with a 

remote control. We have to get 

up and change it ourselves. 

St. Paul reminds us that the 

working of God in the hearts 

and lives of God's people is still 

a considerable mystery. So dur-

ing this season of light, of the 

Epiphany, I encourage you to 

take a little time to dwell on 

the mystery—what is it about 

the Good News who is Jesus 

the Christ, that still mystifies 

you? What stirs a bit of wonder 

in your own heart? What puz-

zles you as you think about it? 

What is it that you do not yet 

know about God? 

Epiphany is indeed about light 

and is characterized by The 

"Wise Men" who journey from 

the East by following the star. 

Despite Herod's best efforts, 

they do find their way to the 

child, Jesus, and discover great 

joy—overwhelming joy, in fact! 

When are the times you can 

remember being so joyful that 

you were overwhelmed by it? 

These Wise Men aren't Jewish, 

nor do they likely fit anyone's 

definition of a Christian. But 

their response is instructive. 

They came a very long way and 

when they met this child—they 

knelt and offered him precious 

treasures. Do we respond the 

As the world around us enters 

into this New Year of 2017, we 

as the church enter into the 

season of Epiphany. Epiphany 

is, of course, all about the 

light ! 

We celebrated Christmas with 

candles and twinkling bulbs 

and stars shining through the 

night. The longest night of the 

year has begun giving way to 

more daylight each day. "Bleak 

mid-winter" may not quite be 

done yet, but we have hints all 

around that the world will not 

be cold and dark forever. 

 

Isaiah says to "lift up your eyes 

and look.” It is a call to see with 

spiritual eyes just how much 

God really is doing, even in the 

midst of a broken, sinful world 

that still lives primarily in the 

dark. A little light goes a very 

long way in the dark; our pray-

ers are for God's light to shine 

on us and through us. The 

world could use some more of 

that "little light of mine!”—as we 

teach our children to sing!  

We are reminded just "why" the 

child of light has come into the 

world by Psalm 72: "May he 

defend the cause of the poor of 

the people, give deliverance to 

the needy, and crush the op-

pressor.... For he delivers the 

needy when they call, the poor 

and those who have no helper." 

 

So for all of us called to bear 

the light of God for the world in 

same, with our time, talents 

and treasures? 

Like the old bumper sticker 

says, "Wise Men Still Seek 

Him!" 

May this season be your 

Epiphany of light and joy as 

you seek to do “God’s work. 

Our Hands.” Right here at 

this place we call First Lu-

theran Church. 

My love to you in Christ, 

 

Pastor Jerry 
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Throughout the scriptures, we 

read about darkness and light 

and which way we are to follow. 

Isaiah tells us that “The people 

who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness—

on them light has shined”. Our 

Advent devotions prepared us for 

the Savior who would come offer-

ing peace, hope and light for all. 

Jesus tells his disciples in John 

that “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never 

walk in darkness but will have 

the light of life.”  “If you continue 

in my word, you are truly my disci-

ples…”  

As Christians we are challenged 

to continue in these ways and 

live our lives as lights in the dark-

ness of the world around us.  

In my profession as a designer, 

lighting design is a major part of 

my work. Without the correct 

lighting, an otherwise beautiful 

home is dull and lifeless with 

dark spaces.  In design theory, 

there are three types of light that 

make up the functional layers of 

light: Ambient, Task and Accent.  

Ambient lighting provides the 

overall illumination that elimi-

nates unwanted areas of dark-

ness and balance. Task lighting 

directly illuminates work surfaces 

and helps people perform tasks, 

and is particularly important in 

the overall function of the whole. 

The third is Accent lighting, that 

is a focal point of light that draws 

attention to a particular object 

and is three to five times brighter 

that its surroundings.  

This Light of  Mine 
Kathryn Focke 

Director of Evangelical Outreach 

As I reflect on darkness and light 

in a religious context, it can be 

directly related to lighting design. 

One can imagine that the ambi-

ent light is the umbrella of light 

from heaven, eliminating areas 

of darkness and balance that 

sends Jesus to the world as a 

bright focal light, drawing atten-

tion to the ways in which we can 

overcome darkness and teaching 

us the way of truth, peace and 

hope. As we continue in his word, 

we are the task lights, directly at 

work to help others move out of 

the darkness.  

The children’s song, “This Little 

light of mine, I’m gonna make it 

shine” speaks to all of as we are 

the “task lighters” of Jesus’s 

teachings. May your light shine 

and work to bring this world out 

of the darkness and into the light 

of life in Jesus Christ! 

Hey, you all!  Do you have a special chili recipe?  Do you and yours have a favorite way with 
chili spices?  Do you assume you have "The World's Best Chili"?  Well, hey, then!  Mark January 
15th, 5:30 pm as your day to shine!  Please become a fun competitor in Lydia Circle's Winter 
Wonderland Chili Cook-off!  ("Fun" is the operative word!)  Please contact Susan James 
(ksusanjames@gmail.com) if you want to be a participant in this Chili Cook-Off.  Any individual, 
and any teams are invited to partake in the fun!  Let's do this! 

Calling all Cooks! 
Join Lydia Circle for a Winter Wonderland Chili Cook-off  
on Sunday, January 15, 2017! 

Enter your best pot of chili, or just come for the great food and fellowship.  
Individuals and teams are welcome. Please contact Susan James,  
ksusanjames@gmail.com, if you’d like to enter the competition.  

 

Don’t like driving after dark? No problem. Lydia Circle will arrange transportation.  

Please contact Kelly Peterson in the church office, 785-537-8532 or 

kelly@firstlutheranmanhattan.org, by January 12th if you’d like a ride. 

Save the Date January 15, 2017 5:30 p.m. 

mailto:ksusanjames@gmail.com
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O Lord,  

How Shall I Meet You? 
Karen Jerabek, Chair 

Reformation 500 Committee 

It is, of course, still Advent as I 

write this. And this is not how I 

intended to begin. But then came 

an Advent sermon, based on this 

hymn - and these words have 

been with me ever since. And so I 

have been wondering…. 

 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? 

This new year, each new day, 

every time you show up – Lord, 

how shall I meet you?  

Your people long to greet you, the 

hymn goes on. We do? We say 

we do, and on Christmas Eve 

most of us do want to go Adore 

on Bended Knee. But I am going 

to come face to face with my 

Lord again….and I imagine myself 

feeling embarrassed, ashamed.   

All these thoughts have found 

their way into my original inten-

tions for this article, making for a 

big change in direction. Except…. 

maybe not. 

I planned to write about Martin 

Luther and his 95 Theses, since 

this year is the 500th anniversary 

of Luther posting them to the 

castle door in Wittenberg, Germa-

ny. Historians refer to what we 

now call Reformation Day as 

“The Day That Changed the 

World.” All Luther wanted was to 

start a discussion, some serious 

thought. It wasn’t the first time 

someone had posted discussion 

points on the castle door. But 

these turned out to get some big 

attention, then and today too for 

those willing to sit down with  

Luther. 

He caught them with the very 

first line:  

When our Lord and Master Jesus 

Christ said, “Repent” (Mt 4:17), 

he willed the entire life of believ-

ers to be one of repentance. 

And now it’s my turn for serious 

thought. He meant me.  

My Lord meant me, and my life, 

because He knows I am going to 

meet Him. And if my life has 

been one of repentance, our 

meeting will be just as He intend-

ed for us all along. The only line 

that I am truly lifting from that 

Advent sermon I mentioned is 

this: “He came to teach us how 

to meet Him.”  

A new book will soon be on our 

bookshelf, October 31, 1517, 

Martin Luther And The Day That 

Changed The World by Lutheran 

pastor and historian, Martin 

Marty. In a passage about the 

state of the church in Luther’s 

time, and people’s concerns 

about grace, faith and salvation, 

Marty writes “Decisions about all 

this were desperately urgent, to 

individuals and to the Christian 

community…” Desperately ur-

gent. Those words have stayed 

with me too.  

Luther’s theses went on to ad-

dress what he believed to be 

grave errors in the church. Much 

has since changed, and because 

of that someone recently wrote 

he believes the Reformation is 

now over. I don’t agree. Yes, the 

Reformation begun in 1517 im-

pacted the church greatly, but a 

reformation in me should last a 

lifetime - because if that can 

somehow make something bet-

ter, if someone can be blessed, 

how can it not claim a desperate 

urgency of me?  

As you read this now, it is the 

new year; but chances are good 

it is also still Christmas in the 

church year. The hymn goes on – 

Love caused your incarnation, 

Love brought you down to me…. 

“He came to teach us how to 

meet Him.” 

Merry Christmas. 

Karen 

R 
eformation  

500 
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Pastor Jerry’s Installation 

Learning about Lent Welcoming Spring 

Confirmation 

A few Council members... 

Feeding the flock 

Wise men Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

Handmade with love 

Youth fellowship 

Christmas Eve by candlelight Youth leaf-raking 



5 

 

Page 5 F IRST  MATTERS  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA) has, since its 

inception 26 years ago, struggled 

to know what to do with theologi-

cally trained church workers who 

are not pastors. Predecessor 

bodies to the ELCA have called 

these professionals many differ-

ent titles. Surviving among them 

were Associates in Ministry 

(AiMs), Diaconal Ministers, and 

Deaconesses. After joining ranks 

with the Lutherans six years ago, 

I called Luther Seminary for clari-

fication on the differences be-

tween the three. I got a “please 

hold” followed by what felt like 

an eternity of silence. Seconds 

before hanging up, a professor 

picked up the line and said, 

“Simply put, it is hard to explain…

but we are working on that.”  

Confused, but resolved to seek 

professional status in the ELCA, I 

contacted the Candidacy Com-

mittee of the Central States Syn-

od, and began candidacy 

(credentialing) as an Associate in 

Ministry. After being approved for 

candidacy, I was called to serve 

the fine people of First Lutheran 

at the Annual Meeting on Janu-

ary 26, 2014 and commissioned 

by Bishop Roger Gustafson on 

April 6 of that year. So there I 

was, an Associate in Ministry in a 

denomination and a congrega-

tion that really didn’t know what 

that meant. 

Little did I know that the Council 

of Bishops had already author-

ized a taskforce to work on this 

issue back in 2007. After years 

of theological reflection, prayer, 

and group study, the taskforce 

recommended the consolidation 

of the three rosters into one Ros-

ter of Word and Service with indi-

viduals serving under the title of 

Deacon. The sixty-six bishops of 

the ELCA approved and forward-

ed it to the ELCA Churchwide  

Assembly – a gathering of nearly 

1,000 lay and rostered church 

members and was approved in 

August 2016. The transition is to 

be complete by January 1, 2017. 

So here I am. Here we are. This 

congregation still has two called 

leaders. One of those leaders is 

a Minister of Word and Sacra-

ment, better known as Pastor, 

who serves as the Senior Pastor 

and Chief of Staff. The other 

leader is a Minister of Word and 

Service, now known as Deacon, 

who serves as the Director of 

Spiritual Growth. This is effective-

ly the same set-up that existed 

on December 31, 2016. Little 

has or will change functionally for 

the congregation. 

I have been asked why this ros-

ter modification was necessary 

and if I supported it. Yes, I am in 

favor of the change. First, it sim-

plifies things on the Church-wide 

level. There will be two rosters to 

maintain instead of four. It will 

be easier to explain to candi-

dates “the call” to Word and Sac-

rament, in contrast to “the call” 

to Word and Service. Secondly, it 

is ecumenically informed. There 

are many Lutheran Churches 

around the world that have Dea-

cons. Likewise, our ecumenical 

partners in the United Methodist 

and Episcopal Churches have 

professional deacons. So do the 

Roman Catholic and Orthodox 

Churches. So did the First Centu-

ry Christian Church. Lastly, look-

ing back, I see my call story to 

First Lutheran to be similar to 

the call of the first seven Dea-

cons. I was not called from an-

other congregation, but instead, I 

was called “from among.” I was 

originally hired as the Director of 

Christian Education and became 

a member of the congregation. I 

was later called by a vote of the 

congregation. That is really spe-

cial to me and something that I 

treasure as part of my journey to 

this point.  

I look forward to serving you as I 

always have, but with a new 

name and business card. I thank 

God that he has led me to such a 

welcoming place of grace that 

has taken care of my family 

while I strive to take care of you. 

I am excited to see how God will 

use us to make a difference in 

the world together in 2017. 

Deacon Kyle Olson 

Director of Spiritual Growth 

New Title; Same Kyle 

What You Will Notice 
 As a Minister of Word and  

Service, I will be known as 
Deacon Kyle Olson or “His 
All-Holiness” if you choose. 
Totally kidding on that last 
one. 

 When assisting with wor-
ship, I will wear a Deacon’s 
stole or sash. 

 Well, that’s about it… 

The Twelve Apostles authorized the Office of Deacon as a relief position 
for Christ’s growing church in Acts chapter 6. “Therefore, friends, select 
from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and 
of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, 
will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the Lord.” (NRSV) 
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Submitted by Larry Davis 

For complete minutes, contact the office 

 Approved Council minutes of 

Nov 17, amended to clarify a 

motion, “that the Council pre-

sent a proposed budget of 

$589,141 for 2017 to the con-

gregation for their approv-

al” (not that the Council ap-

prove a budget). 

 Discussed the current status 

of the hiring process of a Di-

rector of congregational life. 

Dennis Winter moved that 

when, or if, the congregation 

approves the position, and 

money for said position 

(included within the proposed 

budget), then the hiring pro-

cess should begin. Motion de-

feated. Hiring can happen pri-

or to annual meeting. Stan Til-

December Council Actions ley moved that we hire Megan 

Wherley as Director of Congre-

gational Life, effective the first 

pay period in January 2017. 

Motion approved. (Ms Wherley 

is a recent graduate of Mid-

land University, Fremont, NE. 

in Children and Family Minis-

tries, who has worked at Camp 

Tomah Shinga). 

 Received an update on for-

mation of a facilities task 

force. 

 Scheduled a Council retreat 

for 9 am to 2 pm Jan 7 at 

Camp Tomah Shinga. The 

theme will be “Doers of the 

Word”. 

 Held 5-minute executive ses-

sion regarding a personnel is-

sue at Lamb of God school 

(information only). Recom-

mends the proposed LOG 

budget for 2017 to the con-

gregation for their approval. 

 Approved Council resolutions 

for the annual meeting, and 

designated offerings for each 

month of the new year.  

 Reviewed available carryover 

funds and previous expendi-

tures of these funds during 

this year. 

 Accepted a project proposal 

for updating the 20+ year old 

chancel sound system. Fund-

ing will come from the 

“reserve for replacement” 

fund. Estimated cost $8,250. 

 Approved year-end funding 

requests from Central States 

Synod of ELCA and Camp 

Tomah Shinga. Each will re-

ceive $1000 from the carry-

over funds.  

Annual Meeting and Luncheon 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 

11:15 a.m. 
 

All members of First Lutheran Church 
are asked to attend this meeting in  
order to review ministry reports and 

approve a budget 
 

Annual report packets will be available 
one week prior to the meeting. 
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November Reports 

Average Weekly Attendance 

201 

Income $ 36,148.61 

Expenses $ 35,858.28 

Budget $ 45,833.33 

Income YTD $ 470,034.20  

Expenses YTD $ 443,255.71 

Budget YTD $ 504,166.63 

Classifieds 

Page 7 

Nursery Volunteers 

Wanted: caring individuals to 

volunteer in the nursery approxi-

mately one Sunday per month. 

Volunteers will work closely with 

the Nursery Coordinator to care 

for the youngest members of 

FLC. Anyone working with chil-

dren must attend child protec-

tion training and pass a back-

ground check. If interested, 

please contact Kelly to sign up. 

Birthdays 
1/21 Jody Schwinn    

1/21 David Bollman    

1/22 Bethany Oetken   

1/22 Angela Olson    

1/23 Haylee Grubbs    

1/23 Jack Carlson    

1/23 Jordan Wolf     

1/24 Karen Glaser    

1/24 Mitzie Wilson    

1/24 Wayde Byrd Jr.   

1/24 Cooper Alt     

1/26 Casey Langemeier  

1/26 Vernon Hagedorn   

1/28 Carol Klover    

1/28 Jason Bryant    

1/28 Nancy Hoover    

1/29 Jameson Lund    

1/30 Raelee Howard    

1/30 Chandra Walter   

1/30 Todd Thaemert    

1/30 Tod Kerstetter   

1/30 Tammy Smith     

1/30 Keegan Briggeman  

1/31 Jeremy Dietz    

1/31 Graham Armstrong  

1/1 Sherrie Russell   

1/2 Jackie Carmichael  

1/2 Sheryl Toburen   

1/2 Marilyn Kilgore   

1/2 Margaret Freshnock 

1/3 Marsha Brooks    

1/5 Kelton Ross     

1/5 Calvin Meitler   

1/5 Gavin Hargrave   

1/7 Diane Washington  

1/7 Judy Larson     

1/7 Brynlee Walter   

1/8 Edith Gralow    

1/9 Thomas Einck    

1/9 Isaiah Stephens   

1/9 Meryl Wilson    

1/10 Clarissa Childress 

1/10 Brandon Baker    

1/11 Leota McCarthy   

1/11 Rylee Russell    

1/11 Hannah Nelson    

1/11 Averie Gray     

1/11 Ralph Mullet    

1/12 Bonnie Messmer   

1/13 Teresa Eissler   

1/13 Joshua Grynkiewicz 

1/13 Janelle Russell   

1/13 Kylie Novotny    

1/13 Bonnie Kastanek   

1/15 Johnna Fielder   

1/15 David Nichols    

1/15 Mason Barth     

1/15 Randy Morehead   

1/16 Judy Hoover     

1/16 Dan Russell     

1/16 Sarah Peters    

1/17 Mattias Kermer   

1/17 Janet Carlson    

1/17 Bonnie Palenske   

1/18 Mitch Adams     

1/18 Adele Olgeirson   

1/18 Karen Strohm    

1/18 Baylee Howard    

1/18 Owen Lewison    

1/18 Travis Winter    

1/19 Jonah Kermer    

1/19 Kara Johnson    

1/20 Michelle Koch    

1/20 Karen Jerabek    

1/20 Audrey Haukom    

1/20 Gwendolyn Dwyer   

1/21 Zelda Hoerman    

F IRST  MATTERS  

Communion Servers 

Seeking: individuals to serve 

communion one Sunday per 

month. Training is provided, and 

n o  s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  a r e  

required—just faith and a willing-

ness to serve. Call the office to 

volunteer. 

Quilters Needed 

The Quilting group is looking for 

new members. No experience 

necessary; all are welcome! 

Help create beautiful, hand-tied 

quilts to give to church mem-

bers and folks around the com-

munity for various occasions. 

Meets on the second Wednes-

day of the month at 1:30 p.m. 

in the music room. Coffee and 

treats provided. Call 539-4436 

for more info. 

Health Ministry Event 
 

Marcia Locke, of the KSU  
Johnson Cancer Research Center 

 
will join us for a  

 

Presentation and Catered Meal 
RSVP to the office by Feb 6 

 
Sunday, February 12, 2017, 11:30am 

in the Fellowship Hall 



Rev. Jerry Reynolds 
Senior Pastor 
pastorjerry@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kyle Olson, AiM 
Director of Spiritual Growth 
kyle@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kathryn Focke 
Director of Evangelical Outreach 
kathryn@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Tynisha Moore 
Director, LOG School 
tynisha@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kelly Peterson 
Communications Coordinator 
kelly@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Julie Londeen 
Bookkeeper 
julie@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

"Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the world." 

Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Manhattan, KS  

Permit No.531 

Return Service Requested 

First Lutheran Church 

930 Poyntz Ave. 
Manhattan, KS  
 

Phone: 785-537-8532 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 Feb. 1 Feb. 2 Feb. 3 Feb. 4 

10am Worship 

Office Closed 

 

 

5:45pm LOG Staff 

7pm Property Team 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

5:30pm Health Min. Team  

7pm Confirmation 

9:30am Director/Staff   

 Meeting 

6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

10am Council Retreat 

5:30pm Worship & 

Blood Pressure Check 

9am Sunday School & Faith 

Steppingstones 5 

10am Worship & Blood 

Pressure Checks 

11:15am Youth Ice Skating  11am Communion @VC 

11:30am Lunch Bunch 
1:30pm Quilting 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Esther Circle & 

 Confirmation 6pm First Suppers 

1:30pm Naomi-Ruth 

6pm STM Meal 

 

8:15am Men @ Vista 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School & FSS5 

10am Worship 

11:30am Worship Team 

5:30pm Chili Cook-off 

10am Confirmation 

7pm Prayer Shawls 

11:30am Lydia Circle 

7pm Stephen Ministry 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Confirmation 

9:30am Director/Staff   

 Meeting 

5:30pm Council 

6pm First Suppers 

 

Newsletter Articles Due 

 

 

6pm STM Meal 

 

9am Chesseball Prep 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School & FSS5 

10am Worship 

11am Germany trip meeting 

 
5:30pm LOG Board  

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Confirmation 

 
 

6pm First Suppers 

 
 

6pm STM Meal 

9am Men at First 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School & Faith 

Steppingstone 8 

10am Worship 

11:15am Annual Meeting   

5:15pm Bell Choir 
5:30pm Health Min. Team  

7pm Confirmation 

9:30am Director/Staff   

 Meeting 

6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

5:30pm Worship & 

Blood Pressure Check 

January 2017 


