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View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds 

will continue to put Christ at 

the center of it all, and in all 

that we do. Sunday is intended 

to be our day of rest and 

thanksgiving to God. It is a per-

spective reminding us to slow 

down, to enjoy those Kairos 

moments, and to center our-

selves in reflection and antici-

pation of the Nativity of the 

Promise. Our Sunday worship 

services will celebrate all that 

God has done, is doing, and 

promises yet to do for God’s 

good creation. We anticipate 

the Nativity of our Lord in the 

Spirit of giving as our Lord 

gives to us. 

The opening verse above from 

Romans is our central hope 

text this season. God’s promise 

to include Gentiles within the 

circle of God’s blessed people 

has been fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ. Christians live out their 

unity by welcoming and en-

couraging each other just as 

Christ has welcomed them into 

God’s family. 

There are two aspects of hope 

in Romans that merit our atten-

tion. First of all, Romans re-

peatedly claims that the scrip-

tures were given for our in-

struction, that we might have 

hope. Second, and this aspect 

is central, Romans under-

stands hope to be grounded in 

endurance. That may not be 

the primary way most of us 

There is little distance between 

hope and desperation, yet the 

space between them makes all 

the difference in the world. 

From the recent devastation of 

the wildfires throughout the 

country, the tornados that have 

blown through the Midwest, the 

flooding nationwide as well as 

the regional droughts, and now 

the snow as it begins to fall 

across our country, that have 

already brought deaths and 

havoc, we experience both des-

peration and hope. My family 

and I are no exception, as we 

have gone from a hope-filled 

new call, to the rigors of selling 

our desert home and hopefully 

buying our new home in “Man-

happy.” We all experience the-

se emotional feelings in our 

lives. It is a part of our human 

condition and journey of faith. 

Entering into the Advent sea-

son primarily in one mindset of 

hope or faith, means the differ-

ence between awaiting the 

Messiah with patience and 

faith, or awaiting the Messiah 

with anxiety and uncertainty. It 

is quite likely, in the buzz that 

is the holiday season—a season 

of even more self-imposed bus-

yness and hurriedness—that we 

each bring with us a substan-

tial mix of each. 

During this season, in our Ad-

vent Sunday morning worship, 

our devotional practices will 

help to lessen our desperation 

and lift up our hope. Our focus 

would like hope to be ground-

ed and shaped. We’d likely 

prefer it simply as a gift. But 

St. Paul tells us differently. 

“…Suffering produces endur-

ance, and endurance produc-

es character, and character 

produces hope, and hope will 

not will not disappoint 

us.” (Romans 5:3b-5) 

Hope in the Advent season is 

proclaimed in a way de-

tached from endurance and 

patience, and may actually 

seem to be no hope at all. 

But that is precisely the kind 

of desperation that is the 

See View on page 2 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace  

in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 
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near opposite of true hope. We 

are not an either/or people, we 

are both: people of desperation, 

people of faith, hope and love. We 

are to stay awake. To be watchful. 

To endure. To be ready. We are 

hope justified in faith. 

Hope itself is the one who comes 

after John the Baptizer, as we pro-

claim the birth of the Messiah 

during Advent and before Christ-

mas day! During Advent and 

Christmas, perhaps more than 

any other seasons, we enjoy the 

familiarity of the scriptures and 

our favorite Christmas hymns and 

carols. Our society has lost it’s 

tradition of singing carols in pub-

lic schools and perhaps even in 

public. I learned most of my favor-

ite Christmas carols as a young 

child in school. We prepared for 

our school Christmas program. 

For many of us it evokes deep 

emotions and wonderful memo-

ries. For others, it may invoke 

new emotions, new memories 

and new traditions! We will cele-

brate the singing of Christmas 

hymns throughout Advent and 

Christmas. In this season of the 

familiar, it allows us to open our 

eyes, ears and hearts to see 

what has always been there—

afresh and anew! 

“Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel 

said to them, “Do not be afraid; 

for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the peo-

ple: to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.” And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multi-

tude of he heavenly host, prais-

ing God and saying, “Glory to 

God in highest heaven, and on 

earth peace among those whom 

he favors!” (Luke 2:8-14) 

There is little distance between 

hope and desperation, yet the 

space between them makes all 

the difference in the world. That 

space is our relationship with 

Jesus Christ, the Messiah, our 

Savior. Faith, hope and love—the 

greatest of these is love. Christ’s 

love given to and for us, now 

and forever. 

May you have a blessed Advent 

and Christmas season with 

Christ at the center of it all! 

Happy Advent and a Merry 

Christmas from my family to 

yours. 

My love to you in Christ, 

Pastor Jerry 

View 

Continued from page 1 
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 From the prophecy of Zechariah: 

“…for you will go before the Lord 

to prepare his ways, to give 

knowledge of salvation to his 

people by the forgiveness of their 

sins.  By the tender mercy of our 

God, the dawn from on high will 

break upon us, to give light to 

those who sit in darkness and in 

the shadow of death, to guide 

our feet into the way of peace.” 

These words foretold the coming 

of Jesus, and that John, his 

cousin, would go before him to 

prepare the way.  This would 

have been the start of what we 

now call “Advent,” which is the 

beginning of the New Year in the 

Lutheran liturgical year.   

Advent is a very special time of 

year when we anticipate the 

coming of Christ, when we focus 

on preparation and giving.  Our 

congregation is so very generous 

in giving special donations of 

clothing, food, and personal ne-

cessities to individuals, families 

and other community needs 

leading up to the birthday of Je-

sus and throughout the year. The 

wonderful stories of people who 

are helped bring tears to our 

eyes.   

In many families today, the focus 

is not on giving to others, but in 

flurried shopping and frenzied 

activities that end on Christmas 

The Path of  Light 
Kathryn Focke 

Director of Evangelical Outreach 

Day - then it’s back to school, 

jobs and taking care of our-

selves, not really thinking or car-

ing about those who live in dark-

ness and in the shadows around 

us.    

If Jesus is the dawn from on high 

that breaks into our lives on 

Christmas, shouldn’t we point 

our feet toward this path of light 

and aid those that need us every 

day of every year?   

At First Lutheran we have many 

ministries throughout the year 

that help others.  Take some 

time during this special season 

and make a commitment to help 

out in some way every month in 

the coming year.  Hopefully, in 

doing, we will find the way of 

peace.   

Tynisha Moore 

Program Director 

As we approach the Christmas 

season, there is excitement and 

joy in the air. It is often said by 

many that there is “just some-

thing special” about this time of 

year. Beyond all of the decora-

tions, lights, presents, and fami-

ly traditions, Christmastime is 

an opportunity to reflect on the 

great gift of Jesus.  

The bible proclaims in Isaiah 9:6 

“For a child has been born for 

us, a son given to us; authority 

rests upon his shoulder; and he 

is named Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” We are so 

grateful for the wonderful gift of 

Jesus.   

Here at Lamb of God we look 

forward celebrating the birth of 

Jesus in our chapel time, daily 

activities, and special events. 

We invite everyone to join Lamb 

of God on December 18th im-

mediately following service for a 

special luncheon and silent auc-

tion. This is a fundraiser for our 

school and an opportunity to 

fellowship together as we cele-

brate Jesus.    

Join us for a 
 

Soup  
Luncheon 

—and— 

Silent Auction 

 
Sunday, December 18 

after worship 
in the Fellowship Hall 
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Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 

with whatever gift each of you has received. 1 Peter 4:10 

If you would like to help place poinsettias in the sanctuary and chapel for Christmas, please fill out 
this form and enclose it with your contribution (payable to First Lutheran).  

 

Please return this form to the office by December 16th  

 

Your Name   ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

In Memory of __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

In Honor of  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

$10 suggested for each designation            $ ___________ Total Enclosed    

Serving at FLC 
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Tis the season – the season of 

excitement, the season of won-

der, and the season where Baby 

Jesus and Santa Claus duke it 

out for our attention and adora-

tion.  However, we are not yet to 

any of that in the Christian liturgi-

cal year.  As people of faith, we 

face the constant temptation to 

jump the gun and join the rest of 

the world in this Christmas pre-

game.  But this is a holy false 

start.  The 12 days of Christmas 

start on December 25, not No-

vember 1 or December 1, or 

even Black Friday. 

Personally, I do not like to wait 

for the joy of the Christmas sea-

son.  If it were up to me we would 

have a dash of Christmas spirit 

throughout the year.   I would 

love to celebrate “Half Christ-

mas” by singing a couple Christ-

mas carols in July.  I would also 

like it if classics like A Christmas 

Story and National Lampoon’s 

Christmas Vacation ran all year 

long.  However, our personal cop-

ies of these movies remain 

tucked neatly into the Olson 

basement from the Epiphany to 

Advent as per Sarah’s request.  

Alas, I am left waiting even in my 

own home. 

We are in the season of Advent, 

which is a season marked by un-

comfortable waiting.  Christians 

are supposed to lean into the 

discomfort of holy waiting. The 

focus of this waiting should not 

be on presents or family get-

togethers, but instead the com-

ing of Christ.  Christ has died, 

Christ has risen, Christ will come 

again.  The primary concern of 

the season is to remember that 

Jesus is coming back, and we are 

always to be prepared. 

I know that many of you are boo-

ing me now.  This is the season 

in which we want to remember 

cute little baby Jesus in the man-

ger surrounded by Mary, Joseph, 

and a menagerie of guests.  I am 

only coming after you with the 

facts.  After all, baby Jesus is 

worth waiting for.  The shep-

herds and Magi are worth wait-

ing for.  The Christmas carols 

and traditions are worth waiting 

for.   

Right now, in this season, I im-

plore you to wait for right rea-

sons.  Wait in holy preparation 

for a time when Jesus will return 

in a manner even greater than 

he did the first time, for next 

time he is coming for good.  He 

will wipe every tear from your eye 

and establish his eternal King-

dom.  This is worth the wait and 

is even more comforting than the 

Nativity to which the world knows 

and clings to this time of year.  

This is the meaning of Advent 

and tis truly the reason we cele-

brate during this holiest of sea-

sons.  

Kyle Olson, AiM 

Director of Spiritual Growth 

Uncomfortable Waiting 

In the News 
Catherine Carmichael crowned  
2017 Miss Kansas USA 
Catherine Carmichael, daughter of Dan and Janelle 

Russell, was crowned Miss Kansas USA on Novem-

ber 27th at a competition held in Mulvane, Kansas. 

She will represent Kansas at the Miss USA pageant 

next year.  

Last year, she was crowned Miss Kansas World and 

spent time traveling the state, raising awareness for 

childhood cancer.  

Catherine is currently the Assistant Director of Re-

cruiting for the University of Kansas Football Team 

and lives in Lawrence.  
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Submitted by Larry Davis 

For complete minutes, contact the office 

 Approved a job description for 

a director of congregational 

life. 

 Following  discussion based on 

our meeting of Nov 3, ap-

proved a proposed budget for 

2017.  The budget  o f 

$589,141 includes funding for 

the new director’s position, 3 

% pay increases for current 

staff, support of church pro-

grams, and benevolences. As 

required by the constitution, 

fixed the pastor’s housing al-

lowance at 30 % of his 2017 

salary. Anticipated congrega-

tional income is greater than 

$550,000 and there is signifi-

cant carryover from this year, 

because some positions were 

unfilled for a portion of the 

year.  

November Council Actions  Authorized repair of a portion 

of the air handling system for 

the sanctuary. This requires 

access through the south 

sanctuary wall, for replace-

ment of a cooling fan unit. It is 

intended to correct moisture 

seepage into a classroom be-

neath that location. Funding 

will come from the reserve 

fund for replacement. 

 Reviewed the Finance commit-

tee handbook. Wade Logan 

and John Drach were appoint-

ed to the Finance committee 

at the Nov 3 meeting. 

 Reviewed offering and bank 

deposit procedures for benefit 

of new members. 

 Established the annual meet-

ing date of Jan 29, following 

the 10 a.m. service. 

 Agreed that the Council will 

have a 1 day (Saturday) retreat 

in  January, date to be estab-

lished before our Dec meeting. 

 Approved Sheridan Miles as a 

new preschool program assis-

tant for Lamb of God school. 

That position and all part-time 

others will be reviewed by the 

LOG board at the end of the 

calendar year. 

 Upon recommendation of the 

Staff support committee, ap-

proved travel assistance of up 

to $4,000 for the pastor to 

accompany the First Lutheran 

group traveling to Germany 

during March 2017. Currently 

5 youth and 15 adults are part 

of the Reformation 500th year 

tour. 

 Upon recommendation of 

Staff support, agreed to pro-

vide pastor financial assis-

tance of $500/mo for up to 6 

months, while his New Mexico 

house remains on the market. 

Holiday Worship Schedule 
December 24, Christmas Eve 
5 p.m. and 10 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

December 25, Christmas Day 
No services 

December 31, New Year’s Eve 
5:30 p.m. in the Chapel 

January 1, New Year’s Day 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
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October Reports 

Average Weekly Attendance 

222 

Income $ 63,615.70 

Expenses $ 38,984.74 

Budget $  45,833.33 

Income YTD $ 433,885.59  

Expenses YTD $ 407,397.43 

Budget YTD $ 458,333.30 

Classifieds 

Page 7 

Nursery Volunteers 

Wanted: caring individuals to 

volunteer in the nursery approxi-

mately one Sunday per month. 

Volunteers will work closely with 

the Nursery Coordinator to care 

for the youngest members of 

FLC. Anyone working with chil-

dren must attend child protec-

tion training and pass a back-

ground check. If interested, 

please contact Kelly to sign up. 

Christmas Eve Hospitality 

Greeters and ushers are needed 

for the Christmas Eve services, 

taking place at 5pm and 10pm 

on December 24th. If you are 

available to help at one of these 

worship services, please contact 

Kelly at 785-537-8532 by Thurs-

day, December 22.   

Birthdays 
December 

12/21 Vicki Mikulecky  

12/21 Verna Turnquist  

12/23 Jerry Weis       

12/24 Cody Merriman    

12/24 Susanna Vaughan  

12/25 Delbert Long     

12/25 Daniel Palenske  

12/25 Oliver Woods     

12/25 Anne Emerson     

12/27 Ricky Simms      

12/27 Michele Jones    

12/27 Maria Apel       

12/27 Keith Behnke     

12/27 Fred Hackerott   

12/28 Lily Runnebaum   

12/28 Betty Samuelson  

12/29 Caite Kendrick   

12/29 Orville Gobber   

12/29 Michelle Adams   

12/29 Lori Coleman     

12/29 Ronald Lee       

12/30 Holly Parikh     

12/30 Chance Wear      

12/30 Terry Hawk       

12/31 Marc Heinitz     

12/31 Tarik Marsh    

12/1 Nicole Rush      

12/1 Trey Johnston    

12/2 Debbie McMaster  

12/2 Jacqi Seaton     

12/2 Sarah Olson      

12/2 Andrew Cook      

12/2 Ryan Baker       

12/2 Gwen Moore       

12/3 Dennis Nelson    

12/3 Sara Hamilton    

12/4 Nancy Grieshaber 

12/4 Raegan Terrill   

12/5 Tiffany Stephens 

12/5 Yohannes Apel    

12/6 Donna Tollefson  

12/6 Riley Gordon     

12/6 Carol Kuehl      

12/7 David Strohm     

12/7 Arlys Zoellner   

12/7 Jamin Williamson 

12/7 Dallas Seabourn  

12/8 Shay Lehmann     

12/8 Marie Renz       

12/8 Mason Daniels    

12/8 Kelsey Olson     

12/8 Steve Jones      

12/8 Matthew Oukrop   

12/10 Lois Newman      

12/10 Karen Bryant     

12/10 Donna Krumm      

12/10 Ashley Ernzen    

12/11 Allie Johnston   

12/11 Amanda Gray      

12/11 Matthew Bollman  

12/12 Erik Peterson    

12/13 Ned Seaton       

12/13 Connie Busch     

12/13 Sheila Hagnauer  

12/14 Luke Ruhnke      

12/14 Paige Hoover     

12/14 Samuel Redetzke  

12/15 Roberta Johnson  

12/15 Josephine Silva  

12/16 Brandi Peil      

12/16 Ella Olson       

12/16 Peter Briggeman  

12/17 Brandy Alt       

12/17 Michelle Herron  

12/18 Hannah Seaton    

12/18 Anna Redetzke    

12/18 Judy Sorenson    

12/20 Jeremy Bryant    

12/20 Janice Fuller    
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Holiday Office Hours  
 

8:30am-3:30pm Monday-Thursday 

8:30am-1pm Friday 
 

Closed on December 26 & January 2 

Communion Servers 

Seeking: individuals to serve 

communion one Sunday per 

month. Training is provided, and 

n o  s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  a r e  

required—just faith and a willing-

ness to serve. Call the office to 

volunteer. 



Rev. Jerry Reynolds 
Senior Pastor 
pastorjerry@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kyle Olson, AiM 
Director of Spiritual Growth 
kyle@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kathryn Focke 
Director of Evangelical Outreach 
kathryn@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Tynisha Moore 
Director, LOG School 
tynisha@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kelly Peterson 
Communications Coordinator 
kelly@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Julie Londeen 
Bookkeeper 
julie@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

"Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the world." 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

    

9:30am Director/Staff     

 Meeting 

6pm First Suppers 

5:30pm Parade 

6pm STM Meal 

9am Hanging of Greens 

5:30pm Worship & 

Blood Pressure Check 

9am Sunday School  

10am Worship & Blood 

Pressure Checks 

11:15am Youth Leaf Raking 7pm Prayer Shawls 

5:45pm LOG Staff  

7pm Property Team 

1:30pm Quilting 

11:45 SGAB 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

5:30pm Health Min. Team 

& Staff Support 

7pm LL & Stephen Ministry 6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

Middle school @ CTS 

 

8:15am Men @ Vista 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School  

10am Worship  11am Communion @VC 

11:30am Lunch Bunch 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Esther Circle 

7pm Luther League 

9:30am Director/Staff     

 Meeting 

5:30pm Council 

6pm First Suppers 

 

 

 

6pm STM Meal 

 

 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship & Pageant 

11am Jesus’ Birthday Party 

 
5:30pm LOG Board 

7pm Prayer Shawls 

Newsletter Articles Due 

 

 

11:30am Lydia Circle 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

6pm Christmas Potluck 

 
 

6pm First Suppers 

 
 

6pm STM Meal 

Christmas Eve 

 

5pm Worship 

10pm Worship 

Christmas Day 

 

No services 

    6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 5:30pm Worship  

December 2016 


