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View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds 

For families with busy lives, it 

may be tempting to worship on 

Palm Sunday and Easter Day 

but miss the great Three 

Days.  Parents may also as-

sume that the mood of these 

days is too somber for children 

or that children will be disrup-

t ive  to  those around 

them.  NONSENSE!  These 

once-a-year services offer a 

unique ritual environment for 

the retelling of the central 

events of the last days of Je-

sus’ life and of God’s saving 

act in the resurrection. 

These Three Days provide rich 

opportunity for parents to pass 

on the faith to their chil-

dren.  The rituals will grow 

more meaningfu l  each 

year.  Just as our children grow 

with them. 

As our congregation continues 

to fill our classrooms and wor-

ship space with children, so 

many of you often remark to 

Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, un-

less you change and become 

like children, you will never en-

ter the kingdom of heaven. 

(NRS Matthew 18:3) 

Each year at the Jewish seder 

meal, a child asks, “Why is this 

night different from all other 

nights?”  A series of four ques-

tions follows, and parents pass 

on the faith by telling the story 

of the Exodus, the central story 

in the Hebrew scriptures of 

God’s love and salvation for 

God’s people.  A Christian child 

might also ask, “Why are the 

Three Days different from all 

others?”  In all other weeks, we 

gather for worship only 

once.  “Why in this week do we 

come so often?”  The Three 

Days are a special time set 

aside each year to celebrate 

the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus. 

me proudly “that the children 

are the future of the 

church.”  Without hesitation I 

like to lovingly remind you 

that the children are the fu-

ture of the church, and the 

future is NOW! 

We are all children of 

God.  Most of us treasure our 

inner child, some vowing nev-

er to outgrow the child with-

in—certainly I advocate 

this!  Years from now our chil-

dren will bring their children 

to worship these Three Days; 

it will be their ritual, their 

faith, passed on to yet anoth-

See View on page 2 

The “Pray-Ground” at Grace Lutheran Church, Apple Valley, Minnesota, is 

a space dedicated to helping children feel welcome in church.  

From Living Lutheran 
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View 
Continued from page 1 

We are the forgiven children of 

God! 

This Easter Sunday as your fam-

ilies gather around for your tra-

ditional Easter meal, ask your 

children, “Why are the Three 

Days different from all oth-

ers?”  In their voices, you may 

well hear the ritual and story of 

their faith.  

My love to you in Christ, 

 

 

The Big Kid Up Front 

er generation.  Our children 

need to know they are included 

in our lives of faith.  Let them 

know there will be opportunities 

to move around, taste, touch, 

smell, and see, as well as hear 

and sing in worship. 

I pray and we anticipate that 

there will be more children than 

usual in worship on Easter Sun-

day, including visitors and chil-

dren who might not normally be 

in church.  We welcome 

them!  All of them!  Visitors, 

friends, families, neighbors—no 

one is a stranger to the 

Lord.  All are welcome.  It is our 

calling; it is our ritual.  

As we continue our Lenten jour-

ney to Palm Sunday and Holy 

Week let us all begin to prepare 

our children and our ‘inner 

child’ for the ritual of the Three 

Days.  Let us continue our Len-

ten challenge of ‘taking things 

on.’  Invite the stranger, help 

the disenfranchised, be open to 

God’s Holy Spirit—take the 

risk!  Release that inner child 

into the company of God’s chil-

dren as God has sent God’s on-

ly Son for us! 

As reported in the last issue of 

First Matters distributed about 

March 1, the Council is in pro-

cess of revising the constitution 

to bring it into compliance with 

ELCA amendments added to the 

model constitution since 2012, 

and also to make some modifica-

tions to a few of the "non-

mandatory" chapters 10-14. In 

February many small modifica-

tions in the mandatory chapters, 

where limited options are possi-

ble, were approved. Additional 

substantial amendments that are 

not optional, were noted. Many 

changes, mostly in Chapter 9, 

relate to the status of diaconal 

ministers, now to be rostered as 

Ministers of Word and Service. 

Another newly revised Chapter 

(20) relates to management of 

parishes which consist of multi-

ple congregations joined in a par-

ish. 

Proposed Constitutional 
Revisions 

Reviewing and voting on the pro-

posed changes to chapters 10-

14, plus a set of continuing reso-

lutions (CRs) took most of the 

March 16th Council meeting. The 

proposed changes had been pre-

sented at the February meeting 

and were discussed by Council 

members using e-mail messages 

during the month between meet-

ings. 

Proposed changes to the consti-

tution itself, other than those 

mandated by the ELCA, include 

the following: 

Chapter 10.03 regarding notice 

of annual meetings, states that 

electronic notification is permit-

ted in place of regular mail (as 

shown in the ELCA model consti-

tution). 

Chapter 11.01.01 under duties 

of the president, change "Staff 

support committee" to "Personnel 

support committee." 

Chapter 12.03. When a vacancy 

arises on Council, the replace-

ment elected by the Council will 

serve only until the next meeting 

for elections, as shown in the 

ELCA model constitution. (Rather 

than for the rest of the term that 

became vacant). 

Chapter 12.13, adopted by 

ELCA in 2013, permits Council to 

hold meetings by electronic 

means. 

Chapter 13.04 A mutual minis-

try committee is to be estab-

lished, as recommended in the 

ELCA model constitution. This is 

separated and distinct from the 

former Staff support committee 

which is now to be called a Per-

sonnel support committee. A CR 

defining the duties of the com-

mittee has been approved. 

Chapter 13.06 to clarify termi-

nology, the words "boards, 

teams, and task forces" was add-

ed immediately after commit-

tees, with all being formed as 

needed by Council. The CR de-

scribing the organizational struc-

ture appears at this place. 

See Constitution on page 6 
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Happiness Vs. Joy 
Megan Wherley 

Director of Congregational Life 

I remember one of my first years 

of college at Wayne State, there 

was a discussion about “joy vs 

happiness” which I ignored be-

cause I didn’t quite understand 

what the point was. I didn’t see a 

difference. Joy meant happiness 

and happiness meant joy… right? 

One of the descriptive words of 

“happiness” from Merriam-

Webster is that it is a state or ex-

perience whereas “joy” is de-

scribed as a source or cause. 

This past year, and especially 

these past couple months, I have 

now come to find that joy and 

happiness do in fact have their 

differences, especially from a 

Christian perspective.  Simply 

put, happiness is a feeling of the 

world; one that comes and goes 

like Kansas weather. Joy doesn’t 

depend on what happens in life; 

it is a lovely gift from the Lord 

filling our hearts with the deter-

mination and strength of the Holy 

Spirit – like the love Manhattan 

has for K-State (which isn’t ever 

going to change). 

Most of us have a goal to be hap-

py in life. Which is completely 

okay, but our ultimate goal 

should be trusting the Lord with 

our whole being – for that brings 

forth never ending gladness: joy.  

Happiness depends on the cir-

cumstances of what is happening 

around us – joy is steadfast and 

brings awareness to even the 

m ark your  ca l end ar  

April 23, 11:45am  
Earth Day @  CTS 

Load up the car after worship on 
Sunday, April 23, and head to Camp 
Tomah Shinga for a day celebrating 
God’s amazing creation! We’ll have a 
picnic lunch and activities for all ages 
focusing on the blessings of earth, 
water, and air. Carpooling is 
encouraged. If you’d like to attend,  
please email Director of 
Congregational Life, Megan Wherley. 
All are welcome! 

April 30, 11:15am 
VBS Kickoff 

Vacation Bible School is one 
of the highlights of summer 
for us, and we are kicking off 
registration with a barbecue! 
More details on the party 
will be released soon, but 
make plans to attend! 
 

Kids entering preschool 
through those finishing 5th 
grade are encouraged to 
attend this year’s VBS, which 
will take place June 12-16, 
8:30-11:30am right here at 
First Lutheran Church.  
 
Contact Kyle for more info. 

smallest detail our radical Creator 

gives to us: the good, the bad, 

and everything in between.  

Thus, money can, in fact, buy hap-

piness folks. But joy is everlast-

ing. If we allow our hearts to open 

up to the promise of it, we will be 

able to see that God put that but-

terfly in front of us to say “Hello, 

darling,” or brought someone to 

our Eternal Home because they 

will suffer no longer. So, I ask all 

of you to think about what being 

“joyful in the Lord” means to you, 

and strive for that beautiful gift of 

eternal gladness.  

April 9, 11:15am 
flower the 

church, take 2 

Now that the weather is 
warmer, we are ready to 
roll up our sleeves and 
plant some flowers 
around First Lutheran. 
Join your friends after 
worship on Sunday, April 
9, and let’s get growing! 
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Tynisha Moore 

Program Director 

Spring is here!  We are excited 

to welcome warmer weather, 

April showers and all of the 

beautiful sights and sounds of 

spring.  Each year the class-

rooms here at Lamb of God 

complete a butterfly exploration. 

This year all of the classrooms 

will have a butterfly house and 

the children will have the oppor-

tunity to watch the metamor-

phosis from caterpillar to butter-

fly. When the butterflies are 

ready we will release them out 

in the greenspace; maybe a few 

of them will hang around for a 

while and explore our gardens.   

There are of course countless 

references that compare the 

transformation of the butterfly 

to the transformation that we 

experience in our own lives.  As 

we move forward into spring 

and concentrate on this explora-

tion, we also reflect on the great 

transformation that the love of 

Jesus has caused in our lives.  

Because of His love and com-

passion we can see beauty in 

creation and our everyday exist-

ence.   

Just as the butterfly goes 

through a period that may seem 

lifeless, we all have our chal-

lenges, but through it all the 

love of Jesus is ever working 

and continuing to give us hope.  

In those times that we emerge 

from troubles and darkness just 

as the butterfly emerges from 

the chrysalis, God is always 

there and we praise Him for his 

lovingkindness.  

Because your steadfast love is better than life my lips will praise you. 

Psalm 63:3 

Explore more about butterflies  
with your child… 

Caterpillar 
by Alma Ray 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar  
by Eric Carle 
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What do you think of when you 

hear the word maundy?  It is a 

word that is almost never used 

outside the church, but its power 

is felt well beyond our walls.  The 

word literally means command 

and is related to the word man-

date.  In other words, not option-

al.  

The command which we com-

memorate on Maundy Thursday 

is Jesus' command to wash one 

another's feet.  This action can 

be interpreted as literal, but 

there is no doubt that Jesus was 

also speaking figuratively.  When 

Jesus washed Peter's feet, he 

was lowering himself to the level 

of a servant.  Jesus commanded 

us to do the same.  Jesus said 

that he was the teacher, the 

Messiah, but as such it was his 

job to serve those in need.  We 

are God's chosen, but as such, it 

is our job to serve those in need.  

This is not optional. 

 Another command that we com-

memorate on Maundy Thursday 

is the institution of Holy Com-

munion.  This sacrament is a 

new branch off of a much older 

trunk.  When Jesus was eating 

with his disciples, they were cele-

brating the Passover.  This was 

when the angel of death spared 

the children of Israel during the 

tenth plague in Egypt during the 

time of Moses.  Holy Communion 

is a continuation of the tradition 

Deacon Kyle Olson 

Director of Spiritual Growth 

Command of celebrating the Passover, but 

with a new blessing.  

Holy Communion is another act 

of servitude initiated with Christ 

and continued with us today.  

While foot washing is a physical 

serving, Holy Communion is spir-

itual.  It renews all of us who 

faithfully receive the sacrament 

and strengthens us for our jour-

ney.  All Christian denominations 

celebrate the Lord's Supper on 

Maundy Thursday, holding true to 

what Christ commanded us. 

The forty days of the darkness of 

Lent is coming to a close.  So is 

winter.  As we returned from the 

cloudy and rainy days in Germa-

ny, the annual heavy spring rains 

greeted us, but we know that 

spring is almost here. The most 

beautiful signs of the approach-

ing warm days are the flowering 

trees and early flowers.  Much 

like Easter, one morning we’ll 

wake up and everything will be 

green and full of life.  The birds 

and buzzing insects will sing their 

songs.  For us as Christians, the 

dread of winter and our sins are 

gone through the grace of God 

and the suffering and death of 

his Son who came to bring us in-

to the light.    

There are many people, including 

children, that don’t see the beau-

ty of spring and the rains that 

bring life.  Many are struggling 

just to survive, and spring is just 

the start of another storm sea-

son that could wipe them out.   

To those that we touch during 

this season of hope, we endeav-

or to bring a promise of new be-

ginnings.   

It is difficult to see the tremen-

dous need for help in our own 

community as it is hidden just 

beneath our line of vision. The 

needs are growing as funding for 

programs is eliminated.  May we 

work together to be a beacon of 

light to others as we celebrate 

the season of Easter in our con-

gregation and in our hearts.  

The Songs of  Spring 
Kathryn Focke 

Director of Evangelical Outreach 

Upcoming activities in our 

outreach ministries: 

 April 24th:  Free haircuts 

provided by a local hair salon 

 Collection of personal 

clothing for children and 

adults for warmer weather 

 Distribution of Easter door 

hangers to our neighborhood 

inviting them to our Holy 

Week services 

 Establishment of a mentoring 

program to assist Shepherd’s 

Crossing as they develop a 

new program for people who 

cannot break through the 

cycle of poverty and 

dependence. 
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Chapter 13.07 to clarify termi-

nology "boards, teams, and task 

forces" was added to commit-

tees, whose duties are described 

in a CR that follows.  

Continuing resolutions, once ap-

proved by the Congregation 

Council, take effect immediately, 

and do not require a vote by the 

congregation. They are shown at 

the appropriate locations within 

the revised constitution which is 

being presented for approval at 

the April 30 meeting for the con-

gregation. 

Continuing Resolutions include: 

In Chapter 10.01, a CR was pre-

pared specifying that the yearly 

meeting for elections shall be 

held in April, with new Council 

members taking office at the 

May meeting. All others elected 

(to Nominating Committee, as 

delegates to Synod Assembly) 

have terms taking effect June 1. 

This move from June to May re-

moves the limbo position of new-

ly elected members. 

In Chapter 11.02, a CR defines 

the program year for the Council 

as from one May meeting until 

the next, and out-going mem-

bers do not participate in elec-

tion of the new Council officers. 

This move from June to May re-

moves the lame-duck status of 

Council officers. 

In Chapter 12.01, a CR defines 

the size of Church Council as 10 

elected members plus pastor. 

No substantive change from the 

CR of 2012. 

In Chapter 12.05, two CRs state 

"policy on restricted funds and 

memorial gifts" and "authority of 

the treasurer to borrow money" 

Neither is a substantive change 

from the previous CR of 2012. 

In Chapter 13.01, a CR defines 

the functions of the executive 

committee. In Chapter 13.02, a 

CR defines the functions of the 

nominating committee. In Chap-

ter 13.03, a CR defines the func-

tions of the audit committee. In 

Chapter 13.04, a CR defines the 

functions of the personnel sup-

port committee. In Chapter 

13.07, a CR defines the func-

tions of the other committees, 

including a mission endowment 

fund committee, a property com-

mittee, a finance committee. 

Additional CRs describe the or-

ganizational structure, as de-

fined in a 2012 CR, and change 

the name of the "ministry of 

evangelical outreach" to the 

"ministry of community and glob-

al outreach." These are placed at 

Chapter 13.06 

Constitution  
Continued from page 2 

If you would like to place a lily on the altar for Easter services in 

memory or in honor of someone, please return this form to the 

church office by Tuesday, April 11.  Lilies should be brought to 

the church by Friday, April 14. 

 

Your Name __________________________________________________________________  

In Memory of  _______________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

In Honor of  _________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  
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Summer Patio Fellowship 

It’s almost that time again! As the weather 

warms, we look forward to gathering with our 

church family on the patio after Sunday worship 

for coffee & fellowship. Hosting a patio 

fellowship is simple: the church provides coffee 

and supplies, you arrive in time to make the 

coffee, set up, and clean up. You can bring 

treats (cookies, fruit, donuts) if you like, but they 

are not required. Watch for a sign-up sheet in 

the Narthex after Easter. 

F IRST  MATTERS  

4/1 David Nelson       

4/2 Jelane Cook        

4/2 Jordan Kerstetter  

4/4 Bradley Hall       

4/5 Lisa Volpert       

4/7 Vera Langemeier    

4/7 Annette Hammons    

4/7 Joshua Salem       

4/7 Jennifer Tollefson 

4/7 Travis Hageman     

4/8 Thayer Alt         

4/8 Sharon Behnke      

4/8 Logan Neitzel      

4/8 Olivia Mehl        

4/8 Shirley Brungardt  

4/9 Jessica Greer      

4/9 April Williams     

4/9 Haley Olson        

4/9 Mark Emerson       

4/9 Bill Fuller        

4/9 Katherine Oleen    

4/10 Helen Estes        

4/10 Heather Lund       

4/10 Kathy Bellinder    

4/10 Kendra Dietz       

4/11 Kelsey Schroeder   

4/11 Jake Adkins        

4/12 Doc Mussemann      

4/12 Matthew Novotny    

4/12 Roxanne Pelfrey    

4/13 Ava Hamilton       

4/13 Kinley Ernzen      

4/14 Kristi Traffas     

4/14 Karen Potts        

4/14 Alex Hedke         

4/14 Chelsea Morehead   

4/14 Jonah Olson        

4/15 Nola Jean Renner   

4/15 Barbara Neitzel    

4/15 Paityn Smith       

4/15 Rachel Nelson      

4/16 Dani Jones         

4/16 David Kerstetter   

4/16 Noah Lazinek       

4/18 Jeremy Pontow      

4/18 Steve Ballou       

4/18 Donald Banks       

4/18 Brandi Piper       

4/19 Jamison Carmichael 

4/19 Alexander Aramouni 

4/19 Andrew Dame        

4/20 Ross Grynkiewicz   

4/20 Jake Seaton        

4/21 Doug Hoover        

4/21 Madison Dunlap     

4/21 Raquelle Martinez  

4/21 Cindy Blew         

4/21 Hal Newman         

4/21 Samuel Shelton     

4/21 Kelley Berghager   

4/22 Gracyn Neitzel     

4/22 John Drach         

4/22 Theresa St. John   

4/22 Vaughn Colbert     

4/22 Terra Jones        

4/23 Lenka Peil         

4/23 Katherine Moen     

4/23 Seth Felzien       

4/24 Kalan Marsh        

4/24 Quinn Breiner      

4/24 Beverly Azer       

4/24 George Eads        

4/26 Nancy Westling     

4/26 Margaret Thomas    

4/26 Larry Schmid       

4/26 Lana Oleen         

4/27 Greg Hoover        

4/28 Susan Adams        

4/29 Jane Svatos        

4/29 Stacey Pearl       

4/29 Sharon Hunter      

4/29 Bryce St. John     

4/30 Harrison Newman    

4/30 Jade Davis         

4/30 Carolyn Wells      

February Reports 

Average Weekly Attendance 

212 

Income $ 29,930.72 

Expenses $ 44,084.488 

Budget $  49,095.08 

Income YTD $ 97,986.12  

Expenses YTD $ 89.494.26 

Budget YTD $ 98,190.16 

Annual  
Voters’ 

Meeting 
 

Sunday, April 
30, 2017 

 

11:15 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary 

 
Adult church 
members and 

confirmed youth are 
asked to attend in 
order to elect new 

council and 
committee members 

and vote on 
proposed changes to 

the constitution.  
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"Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the world." 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

      

5:30pm Worship & 

Blood Pressure Check 

9am Sunday School & Choir 

10am Worship & Blood 

Pressure Checks 7pm Prayer Shawls 

5:45pm LOG Staff Mtg 

7pm Property Team 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

5:30pm Health Ministry 

6pm Lenten Meal 

6:30pm Worship 

7pm Door Hanger Walk 

9:30am Director/Staff   

 Meeting 

6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

Middle School Lock-In 

 

8:15am Men @ Vista 

5:30pm Worship 

Palm Sunday 

 

 

9am Sunday School & Choir 

10am Worship 7pm Steppingstone 8 11am Communion @VC 

11:30am Lunch Bunch 

1:30pm Quilting 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Esther Circle 

Maundy Thursday 

 

 

5:30pm First Suppers 

6:30pm Worship 

Good Friday 

 

1:30pm Naomi-Ruth 

6pm STM Meal 

6:30pm Worship 5:30pm Worship 

Easter Sunday 
 

8am Worship 

9:15am Egg Hunt 

10am Worship 

 

5:30pm LOG Board 

7pm Prayer Shawls 

 
11:30am Lydia Circle 

12pm LOG Family Lunch 5:15pm Bell Choir 

 

9:30am Director/Staff   

 Meeting 

5:30pm Council 
 

6pm First Suppers 

Newsletter Articles Due 

 
 

6pm STM Meal 

9am Men at First 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School & Choir 

10am Worship 

11:30am Earth Day @ CTS  7pm Stephen Ministry 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Luther League  6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 5:30pm Worship 

April 2017 


