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        Meatballs 

Recipe is for 3 lbs frozen meatballs 

Sauce:  1 –16 oz. can sauerkraut 
(drained) 

            1 can whole cranberry sauce 

            1 bottle Heinz Chili Sauce 

            1 cup brown sugar 

 Simmer all sauce ingredients until 
mixed well and heated.  Cool 

 Pour over frozen meatballs in baking 
dish.  Bake for 1 hour @ 350  

 OR put in slow cooker and cook for 
several hours.  (This is how I do it.) 

 

Don’t forget about 

our Angel Trees    

located in the     

Narthex and the 

breezeway! What a 

special way to 

share God’s abun-

dant blessings and 

help others have a 

blessed Christmas! 



View from the pulpit… 

 

Happy Advent, the church’s Season of Waiting! While for most of us…NOT! 

As we the church patiently wait for the Nativity of Our Lord, we the people of the church, God’s people, run 

around hurriedly for preparation of our homes and family for Christmas. The activities should be the same, but 

often they are quite different! 

Slow down, be patient, enjoy the moments of the season! 

Although neither Ann nor I will be with our children this Christmas, we celebrate among you as our church fam-

ily. Everyone likes to be at their home church for Christmas. That’s why we like to bring new members of the 

congregation in this time of year. Please know that Pastor Liz, the staff and I work to make FLC your church 

home, all year long. 

Another wonderful aspect of the seasons is getting in touch (if only by those pesky Christmas cards--Ann 
does, I don’t) with friends of our extended church family. It is also the perfect time to share from some of the 
people we know and love, updates on their lives. Kelly Peterson our former Office Administrator extraordinaire 
tells us:  

“We have settled in as well as can be expected - we Yankees aren't quite sure how to handle Georgia, but the weather is 
finally nice. Erik's job is challenging and provides lots of entertainment. The girls are doing well in school, despite the fact 
they both hate that they have to go to school at all. Maddie has taken up ice skating, and Abby continues to play video 
games for hours on end. They both think people here are overly obsessed with Chik-fil-a and college football, and I have 
to agree with them. I am working in the office of our church, St. Matthew Lutheran in Columbus. I know, it's a big sur-
prise. It was for me, too. On the first Sunday we visited, the pastor here asked what I did for work, and she offered me a 
job on the spot. I will never pretend to understand God's sense of humor, but at least I keep busy. Please share greetings 
with Ann and the staff from me. I miss you all, and I pray you have a peaceful Advent and joyous Christmas. 

Welcome to Georgia Kelly, and here you thought Georgia vs. Alabama was just a football game! Also don’t be 
surprised if you get invited to a Christmas “hog roast!” 

Our student intern, Eric Jensen, whom we watched grow and blossom over the past four or five years, wrote: 

“When the school year ended in May, I was ready to be free of architecture. However I realize now that that made me 
too eager to leave some other things too, including many of the people and places in Manhattan I had very much come 
to love. I miss you all dearly, and daily thank God for your role and support in my ministry. Were it not for yourself and 
Kyle's faith and trust, I can honestly say that I would not be where I am now. I send love to you and Ann, to Hershey and 
Beau, and I send much love to my family at First Lutheran as well. I was thrilled to see that you were able to call an Asso-
ciate Pastor, and I have been praying for that transition. I hope all is well with Pastor Liz and the congregation.” Thanks 
again for all you did for my time in University, and for my YAGM year.” Eric is 
serving in Argentina with the ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission in 
a year-long role as an ELCA ambassador of faith. 

Advent is also the season that Pastor Liz and I are “making our list and 
checking it twice.” If you have someone you would like us to visit, 
please call the office and let Pastor Liz, me or Whitney know--we’ll put 
you on the list. 

We at FLC wish all of you a Happy Advent and Merry Christmas! See 
you Christmas Eve! 

My love to you in Christ, 

 

Pastor Jerry 

 

 



 
Welcome New Members! 

We welcomed and celebrated our newest 

members on Sunday, December 2nd. If you 

haven’t had the chance to meet them, 

please take the time to introduce yourself! 

Pictured (left to right): Pastor Jerry, Ahjany 

Lee, Kolloh Nimley, John Cameron, Jolene 

Cameron, Rich Raney, Soni Raney, Shawn 

Crowder, Julie Peterson, Pastor Liz (not pic-

tured Tina Leonard) 

John and Jolene Cameron: John was born in Hutchinson and Jolene was born in Iola. Prior to living in Manhattan 

they lived in Salina and John is retired from Farm Bureau. They have two grown children. John is a sports fan, and he 

and     Jolene both enjoy traveling. Jolene also enjoys decorating, spending time with family and friends, and has been 

a wonderful volunteer in the church office on Friday mornings. This past August they celebrated their 50 th wedding anni-

versary! 

Shawn Crowder: Shawn was born and raised in Manhattan, and was baptized last month here at First Lutheran. 

Shawn is a wonderful addition to our congregation, and spends a lot of time volunteering here. He finds a lot of joy in 

helping others! 

Tina Leonard: Tina was born in Manhattan, and has spent her career during construction work. She excels at hands-

on projects! Tina was baptized here on December 1st and looks forward to being involved in our congregation’s activi-

ties and volunteer work! She enjoys reading, painting and planting flowers. 

Kolloh Nimley. Kolloh and her family have recently moved to Kansas from Minnesota. Kolloh was born in Liberia and 

is trained in nursing and politics. She currently works for the State of Kansas. Kolloh has a son who is a senior at Wart-

burg College in Iowa, a daughter who is a freshman at KSU and plays on the women’s basketball team, and her son 

Ahjany is a freshman at St. Mary’s High school. Ahjany is an active member of our youth group, and will be confirmed 

in the Spring! In all of her spare time – ha! - Kolloh enjoys singing and reading. 

Julie Peterson: Julie was born in Newton, grew up in the Hesston area and is a graduate of KSU in Civil Engineering. 

She currently works for the City of Manhattan as a G.I.S Technician. Prior to moving back to Manhattan, Julie’s career 

took her several places, including Texas and Kansas City; she was living in Topeka prior to moving back to Manhattan 

last year.  Julie has been very involved in various aspects of our congregational life and enjoys playing the French horn, 

board games and playing cards. 

Rich and Soni Raney: Rich was born in Salina and Soni was born in Concordia. Rich is a Ft. Hays alum and owned 

and operated a lumberyard and hardware store in Scandia, KS for 40 years. Soni is a KSU Alum with a degree in Home 

Economics, is a retired Family & Consumer Science teacher, and was involved in their business designing cabinets for 

kitchens and bathrooms. They have two grown children. Rich enjoys hunting, fishing and woodworking, Soni is an ac-

tive volunteer and Circle member here. They both are very involved with their grandchildren and love to travel! 



WORDS FROM L.O.G. 

As we enter in to the season of waiting for the birth of Jesus, here at Lamb of God we notice that 

young children have a sense of closeness to a Savior who came as a baby. They relate so differently 

to baby Jesus than adults! Maybe it’s because they are not so far from that stage of life, or maybe 

it’s that idea that young ones can still remember in their hearts what it was like to be with the Fa-

ther before coming into the earth. In any case, it is a joy to watch our young ones as they wait with 

anticipation for the coming of Christmas, and look forward to celebrating baby Jesus. Jesus said 

Himself to have faith like a child. We are reminded daily at Lamb of God how that looks, and re-

main ever thankful for the constant reminder of getting to come to Jesus with joy in our hearts and 

the innocence of childhood. We want to remind you of the excitement of the season! It is all about 

waiting for baby Jesus, and celebrating Him just as one of our Lamb of God students would cele-

brate. We bless you and encourage you to be free to remember what Advent and Christmas were 

like when you were that age, and to wait for Him with the excitement of a child!  

Thank you for all that you do as a congregation to support our ministry! We can’t tell you how 

much impact you have on our daily lives here at Lamb of God.  

We look forward to celebrating the season with you all on Sunday December 16. We hope that you 

will join us for our Annual Soup Luncheon and Silent Auction Fundraiser immediately following 

service and the Christmas Pageant. This year we will offer a chili or potato soup lunch with top-

pings and breads. Drinks and various deserts will also be provided. In addition to a filling lunch, 

there will be activities, games, and a silent auction. There will be wonderful themed baskets availa-

ble for auction, with something to peak everyone’s interest.  If you are a K-State fan, you will not 

want to miss a chance to bid on the Purple Pride baskets. We look forward to seeing you there! 



Regular Monthly Events 
Yoga and Fellowship - Wednesdays @ 12:00pm  (Music Room) 

Food Pantry - Wednesdays @ 1:00pm  

Hand Bell Rehearsal - Wednesdays @ 5:30pm  (Music Room) 

Choir Rehearsals - Wednesdays @ 7:00pm  (Music Room) 

First Suppers - Thursdays @ 6:00pm  (Fellowship Hall) 

Dec 3rd - Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 7:00pm (Parlor) 

Dec 4th - Stephen Ministry Meeting @ 6:00pm (Room 30)  

Dec 5th - Confirmation and F.L.Y. @ 5:00pm (Youth Room & Fellowship Hall)                      
       Health Ministry Meeting @ 5:30pm (Parlor) 

Dec 8th  - Vista Men’s Breakfast @ 8:15am (Vista)  

Dec 12th - Lunch Bunch @ 11:30am (Colbert Hills)                                                                                
         Quilting @ 1:30pm (Music Room)                                                                         
         Confirmation & F.L.Y. @ 5:00pm (Youth Room & Fellowship Hall)                
         Esther Circle @ 7:00pm (Parlor)  

Dec 17th - Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 7:00pm (Parlor) 

Dec 22nd - MAFIA (Men At First In Action)  

     MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Saturday, December 1: Olsburg Lutheran Church Swedish Supper (4:30-6:30pm) 

Sunday, December 2:   New Member Introduction & Reception  

Sunday, December 9:   Prayer Shawl Display and Distribution 

Sunday, December 16: Christmas Pageant (during Worship) 

Monday, December 17: Last day we will be collecting the Angel Tree gifts! 

Wednesday, December 19: Congregational Christmas Potluck (6:00pm) 

Thursday, December 20: F.L.Y. Christmas Party (6:00-9:00pm location TBA) 

Christmas Eve Services at 5:00pm and 10:00pm in the Sanctuary 



Joyful Ministries at First Lutheran! 
A picture is worth a thousand words! 

Our ministries are indeed full and blessed here at First Lutheran, 
so for my final newsletter article of the year, I thought it best to 
show the joy we have experienced in our ministries in the last 

few months!  
A very blessed Advent, Christmas, and New Years to everyone! 

From Pastor Liz Kocher 
December 2018 

Delicious meal and fun fellowship at the  
Faith in Action Sunday 

FLY (First Lutheran Youth) group enjoys DIY 
Pizzas and an Escape Room at our “Lock-In” 

FLC Members represent at the C. Clyde Fun Run and Walk 
for Shepherd’s Crossing 


