
 

  

Prelude 

Gathering  
Welcome & Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C: We give thanks that we are one united body, joined together even with 

those who cannot be here in person.  

 

 

 

First Lutheran Church 
785-537-8532 | office@flcmhk.org 

Firstlutheranmanhattan.org  

 
Sunday, September 27, 2020 ●  17th Sunday after Pentecost 

We had a wonderful turn out for our outdoor worship on September 13 and we are  
looking forward to the NEXT outdoor worship! Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 

11: we will have a very special service outside at 10 am.  

First Lutheran Church cares about your health! Greet your neighbor with a word of 
peace but please remember to keep 6 feet of social distance! Masks are required dur-

ing worship and there are hand sanitizer stations located in the Narthex.  

Next Sunday, October 4, Bishop Susan Candea will be joining us for worship and 
preaching! As part of this special day, we will have an in person question & answer   
session with her from 9:15-9:45 am. This Q&A will be made available to all joining our 
worship from home! If you will not be joining us in person, please submit questions to 
Council President Ingrid Logan, at ikslogan@gmail.com. More details about the Q&A 

and how to view it at home coming soon!   
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 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Faithful God, 

C: have mercy on us. 

 We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

 We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 

 We pass judgment on one another 

 before examining ourselves. 

 We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

 We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

 Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

 and turn us again to life in you 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

 and through his death and resurrection, 

 Christ has made us his own. 

 Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

 Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

 Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

 to do God’s work in the world. 

C: Amen. 

 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the             

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

C:  And also with you.  

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:   God of love,  

C: Giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 

overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us 

in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Be seated.  
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The Word 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

 The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 

teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used 

by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of 

the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 

way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their 

righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 

committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they 

have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they 

shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is 

unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 

says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will 

be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against 

me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Isra-

el? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and 

live. 

 
 

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9 (Read Responsively) 

To you, O LORD, 

  I lift up my soul. 

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

Show me your ways, O LORD, 

  and teach me your paths.  

Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day 

long. 

Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting. 
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Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 

goodness, O LORD. 

You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

You lead the lowly in justice 

  and teach the lowly your way.  

 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 

 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any shar-

ing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from self-

ish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each 

of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind 

be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

   who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

   but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

   Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

   so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

   and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 

much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for 

it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleas-

ure. 
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Gospel Acclamation (led by the Cantor) 

 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, twenty-first chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 

the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority 

are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to 

them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will 

also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John 

come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 

another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 

believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for 

all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 

And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things. 

 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 

said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but 

later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 

said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the 

two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the king-

dom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness 

and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes be-

lieved him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 

believe him.” 
 

P: This concludes the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated.  
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Children’s Message  

 

Reflection Pastor Liz Kocher 
 

Hymn of the Day (led by the Cantor)  Kolby Van Camp & Anne Otte 

 “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793 

  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

P: With the whole church, let us confess what we believe. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer 

 

 

Meal and Sending 
     Offering Prayer  

P:     Let us pray,  

C:     Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

        You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

        Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 

        nourish us with this rich food and drink, 

        and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 

        through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

        Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving (sung) 

The congregation is invited to sing softly with the responses. 

P:    The Lord be with you. 

C:    And also with you. 

P:    Lift up your hearts. 

C:    We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P:   It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy….we praise your name and join                                    

their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy (led by Cantor) 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Explanation of Holy Communion 

All are welcome to God’s table. During this time when we are especially aware of safety, commun-

ion will be served as a dismissal. At the conclusion of the service, you are invited to receive Holy 

Communion near the altar. Communion servers will offer you a tray, where you will pick up a cup 

of bread (gluten-free available), and a cup of wine or grape juice. Please take elements back to 

your pew, to the patio, or home to eat. Holy Communion elements have been prepared with     

attention to health and safety.   
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Blessing 

L:  May the Lord bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine on you 

 with grace and with mercy. May the Lord look upon you with favor, and 

 + give you peace.  

C:  Amen.  

 

P:     God nourishes us at the table to live as disciples. 

        Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

C:     Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
 

Anyone is welcome to stay and pray at the communion rail before you exit. 

Please see our Friday emails and our website for more announcements and information. 

If you are NOT receiving the Friday announcements, please email office@flcmhk.org or 

call 785-537-8532 

 

Prayer requests: 

Scott Dobson, Viona Schmidt, Judy Lundberg,  Kathleen Elser, Tara Truitt, Rae Dun-

bar, George Abel, Mike Hoover,  Carl Bishop, Jeff Williamson, Les Hinkle, LaVerna Ren-

der, Shanda Wilson, Ilene Colbert, Kack Langton, Tim McMillan, Gail Hughes, Lanny Hoo-

ver, Leon Spaeth, Evelyn Geistweidt, Mel Antonen, Jean Felt, Justin Spilde, Ed Hauer 

Prayers of joy and celebration for Lucy Ann Sigle, great-granddaughter of Betty Samuel-

son, born Tuesday September 15.  

 

Who We Are & Statement of Inclusion 

First Lutheran Church was founded back in 1879 by Swedish immigrants. We seek to know God 

and our neighborhood, to grow the gifts that God has given us,  to raise up disciples of Jesus 

Christ, and to go into the world to serve God and God’s people. We are a part of the mission and 

ministry of the wider church through our denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). We affirm with St. Paul that in Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male nor female, and we welcome all people regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, or religious affiliation.  


