
 

  

Prelude 

Gathering  
Welcome & Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C: We give thanks that we are one united body, joined together even with 

those who cannot be here in person.  

First Lutheran Church 
785-537-8532 | office@flcmhk.org 

Firstlutheranmanhattan.org  
 

Sunday, August 23, 2020 ●  12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Adopt-A-First-Family 

This is a strange and stressful fall for families with school-aged children... so we want to 
surround our First Families with love and support! 
Those who participate in Adopt-A-First-Family will be matched with a family with school-
aged children at First Lutheran and get to know them. You will have the opportunity to 
bless your "adopted" family with occasional meals (dropped off on their porch), begin-
ning the first week of September. Cards of support and phone/email check ins are    
encouraged, and of course please pray regularly for your adopted family. To sign up or 

for more information, email Stephanie: stephanie@flcmhk.org 

Join us for a join conversation about anti-racism with Peace Lutheran. Peace has been 
reading “I’m Still Here” by Austin Channing Brown as well, and is hosting a zoom       
conversation with a local leader, Dr. Lorenza Lockett, a professor at K-State in the           
Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work. This zoom meeting on    
Thursday, August 27, at 7 pm will discuss issues we face here in Manhattan, and what 
other groups are doing to combat racism in our community. For a Zoom link, check your 

email announcements!  

Save the Date: God’s Work Our Hands Sunday is September 13! There will be one    
worship service, outside, at 10 am. We will have outside projects here at the church, 
special projects for youth, and something everyone can do from home! We will also be 

selling custom face masks benefitting Pawnee Mental Health Services. 
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Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Reconciling God, 

C: We confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your pres-

ence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, 

lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

P: Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

In the + name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:   O God of eternity,  

C:    With all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 

our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your 

Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Be seated. 
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The Word 

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 

  you that seek the Lord. 

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

Look to Abraham your father 

  and to Sarah who bore you; 

 for he was but one when I called him, 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 

For the Lord will comfort Zion; 

  he will comfort all her waste places, 

 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 

 joy and gladness will be found in her, 

  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

 

Listen to me, my people, 

  and give heed to me, my nation; 

 for a teaching will go out from me, 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 

  my salvation has gone out 

  and my arms will rule the peoples; 

 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

  and look at the earth beneath; 

 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, 

  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
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Psalm: Psalm 138 (Read Responsively) 

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will sing your praise. 

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of 

your steadfast love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 

When I called, you answered me; 

  you increased my strength within me. 

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory of the LORD. 

The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty from afar. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your 

right hand shall save me. 

You will make good your purpose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the 

works of your hands.  

 

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual wor-

ship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable 

and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 

highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 

measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, 

and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ ac-

cording to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; 

the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, 

in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
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  Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, sixteenth chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, 

“Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 

God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For 

flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I 

tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 

of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and what-

ever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered 

the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

P: This concludes the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated.  

 
 

Reflection Pastor Liz Kocher 

 

Backpack Blessing 
 

Special music  Audrey Pickering 

 

Baptism of Emerson Smith [10 am only] 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

P: With the whole church, let us confess what we believe. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer 

 

 

 

Meal and Sending 
     Offering Prayer  

P: Let us pray,  

C: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, 

and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

Water and word, wine and bread:  

these are signs of your abundant grace. 

Nourish us through these gifts,  

that we might proclaim your steadfast love 

in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Explanation of Holy Communion 

All are welcome to God’s table. During this time when we are especially aware of safety, 

communion will be served as a dismissal. At the conclusion of the service, you are invited 

to receive Holy Communion in the narthex. Communion servers will offer you a tray, 

where you will pick up a cup of bread (gluten-free available), and a cup of wine or grape 

juice. Holy Communion elements have been prepared with attention to health and safety.   
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Dismissal 

P: Let us pray,  

C: God of the welcome table, 

in this meal, we feast on your goodness 

and are united by your presence among us. 

Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 

so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 

through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

P: God nourishes us at the table to live as disciples. 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
 

Anyone is welcome to stay and pray at the communion rail before you exit. 

If you are part of the Cleaning Crew, thank you! Worship would not be possible without 

you! After you receive Communion, head to the narthex closet, where cleaning supplies 

and printed instructions will be available to get you started. 

Please see our Friday emails and our website for more announcements and information. 

If you are NOT receiving the Friday announcements, please email office@flcmhk.org or 

call 785-537-8532 

 

Who We Are & Statement of Inclusion 

First Lutheran Church was founded back in 1879 by Swedish immigrants. We seek to know God 

and our neighborhood, to grow the gifts that God has given us,  to raise up disciples of Jesus 

Christ, and to go into the world to serve God and God’s people. We are a part of the mission and 

ministry of the wider church through our denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). We affirm with St. Paul that in Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male nor female, and we welcome all people regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, or religious affiliation.  

 

 


