
 

  

Prelude 

Gathering  
Welcome & Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C: We give thanks that we are one united body, joined together even with 

those who cannot be here in person.  
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Sunday, August 16, 2020 ●  11th Sunday after Pentecost 

As we continue to reopen the church and gather in person for worship again, there will 

be several important announcements coming to your email inbox! Please make sure 

you are getting the Friday announcements and email office@flcmhk.org or call  

785-537-8532 if you are not receiving them. 

If you are part of the Cleaning Crew for this service, thank you! Worship would not be 

possible without you! After you receive Communion, head to the narthex closet, where 

cleaning supplies and printed instructions will be available to get you started. 
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Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Reconciling God, 

C: We confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your pres-

ence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, 

lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

P: Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

In the + name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:   God of all peoples,  

C: Your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us 

as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and con-

stancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Be seated. 
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The Word 

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

Thus says the Lord: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

Thus says the Lord God, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 67 (Read Responsively) 

May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

Let your way be known upon earth, 

  your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on 

earth.  



 

4 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

The earth has brought forth its increase; 

  God, our own God, has blessed us. 

May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

[Paul writes:] I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Is-

raelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not re-

jected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to 

God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now 

been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 

mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 

  Gospel: Matthew 15:10-20, 21-28 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, fifteenth chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:it 

is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes 

out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to 

him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what 

you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 

planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. 

And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter 

said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still 

without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth 

enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of 

the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the 

heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false wit-

ness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed 

hands does not defile.” 
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Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just 

then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, 

“Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a de-

mon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged 

him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He an-

swered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she 

came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not 

fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, 

Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ ta-

ble.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done 

for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

P: This concludes the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated.  

 

Children’s message 
 

Reflection Pastor Liz Kocher 
 

Special music  Audrey Pickering
  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

P: With the whole church, let us confess what we believe. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-

late, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer 

Meal and Sending 
     Offering Prayer  

P: Let us pray,  

C: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, 

and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

Water and word, wine and bread:  

these are signs of your abundant grace. 

Nourish us through these gifts,  

that we might proclaim your steadfast love 

in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Explanation of Holy Communion 

All are welcome to God’s table. During this time when we are especially aware of safety, 

communion will be served as a dismissal. At the conclusion of the service, you are invited 

to receive Holy Communion in the narthex. Communion servers will offer you a tray, 

where you will pick up a cup of bread (gluten-free available), and a cup of wine or grape 

juice. Holy Communion elements have been prepared with attention to health and safety.   

 

Dismissal 

P: Let us pray,  

C: God of the welcome table, 

in this meal, we feast on your goodness 

and are united by your presence among us. 

Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 

so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 

through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

P: God nourishes us at the table to live as disciples. 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 



 

8 

Anyone is welcome to stay and pray at the communion rail before you exit. 

If you are part of the Cleaning Crew, thank you! Worship would not be possible without 

you! After you receive Communion, head to the narthex closet, where cleaning supplies 

and printed instructions will be available to get you started. 

Please see our Friday emails and our website for more announcements and information. 

If you are NOT receiving the Friday announcements, please email office@flcmhk.org or 

call 785-537-8532 

 

 

Who We Are & Statement of Inclusion 

First Lutheran Church was founded back in 1879 by Swedish immigrants. We seek to know God 

and our neighborhood, to grow the gifts that God has given us,  to raise up disciples of Jesus 

Christ, and to go into the world to serve God and God’s people. We are a part of the mission and 

ministry of the wider church through our denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). We affirm with St. Paul that in Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male nor female, and we welcome all people regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, or religious affiliation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


