
 

  

Prelude 

“A Mighty Fortress”, handbell ensemble (10 am only) 

 

Gathering  
Welcome & Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:   Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God,  

       In who image we are made, 

       Who claims us and calls us beloved.  

C:     We give thanks that we are one united body, joined together even with            

those who cannot be here in person.  
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Trunk-or-Treat coming up this week!   

We will host a socially distanced Trunk-or-Treat in our north parking lot on Wednesday,    

October 28, from 5-7 pm! This will be a "costume parade" style: children are welcome to 

walk through and parade in their costume and see the trunks. They will receive one large 

bag of candy at the end of the parade, instead of getting candy from each trunk. There will 

be a light to-go meal served. Please join us for this fun outreach to our community!   

2021 Electronic Pledge Cards   

We are excited to be entering our season of stewardship! In your email announcements, 

you will see a link to the electronic pledge card of your time, talents, and treasure for 2021. 

It can also be found on our website under “Give”. Please submit your pledge by TODAY, Oc-

tober 25. Your pledge will be strictly confidential and can be changed at any time. You may 

also request a printed pledge card by emailing office@flcmhk.org. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Holy One, 

C: we confess that we are not awake for you. 

 We are not faithful in using your gifts. 

 We forget the least of our siblings. 

 We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 

 We are infected by sin 

 that divides your beloved community. 

 Open our hearts to your coming, 

 open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

 open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

P: Beloved, we are God’s children, 

 and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

 Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 

 by Jesus you are welcome, 

 in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 

 Let us live in the promises prepared for us 

 from the foundation of the world. 

C: Amen. 

 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the             

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

C:  And also with you.  

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:   Almighty God, gracious Lord,  

C: We thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour 

out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 

word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against 

all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Be seated.  
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The Word 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the cov-

enant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 

the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 46 (Read Responsively) 

God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with 

fire. 

“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
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Special Music: “For the Beauty of the Earth”, handbell ensemble (10 am) 
 

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28 

 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accounta-

ble to God. For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the 

law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 

effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine for-

bearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the pre-

sent time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Je-

sus. 

 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 

No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 

works prescribed by the law. 

 

Gospel Acclamation (led by the Cantor) 

 

Gospel: John 8:31-36 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John, eighth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
Jesus said to the Judeans who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham 

and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You 

will be made free’?” 

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; 

the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be 

free indeed.” 
 

P: This concludes the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated.  
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Children’s Message  

 

Sermon Pastor Liz Kocher 
 

Hymn of the Day (led by the Cantor)  Kolby Van Camp & Audrey Pickering 

 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” ELW #504 

 

Affirmation of Baptism (10 am only) 
 For Keegan Briggeman, Ethan Bryant, and Joran Heinitz   

 

Presentation 

 

Profession of Faith (the assembly joins in the Apostle’s Creed) 

  
P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

 

Blessing 

P:  Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

C:  We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

 Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

 and proclaim the good news to all the world.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer 

 

Meal and Sending 
     Offering Prayer  

P:    Let us pray,  

C:    God of all goodness, 

       generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, 

       and shared your abundant blessings. 

       Number us among them 

       that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, 

       and give thanks for your rich blessings, 

       we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made, 

       through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 

       Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving (sung) 

The congregation is invited to sing softly with the responses. 

P:    The Lord be with you. 

C:    And also with you. 

P:    Lift up your hearts. 

C:    We lift them to the Lord. 

P:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P:   It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy….we praise your name and join                                    

their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy (led by Cantor) 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Explanation of Holy Communion 

All are welcome to God’s table. During this time when we are especially aware of safety, commun-

ion will be served as a dismissal. At the conclusion of the service, you are invited to receive Holy 

Communion near the altar. Communion servers will offer you a tray, where you will pick up a cup 

of bread (gluten-free available), and a cup of wine or grape juice. Please take elements back to 

your pew, to the patio, or home to eat. Holy Communion elements have been prepared with     

attention to health and safety.   
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Blessing 

L:  May the Lord bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine on you 

 with grace and with mercy. May the Lord look upon you with favor, and 

 + give you peace.  

C:  Amen.  

 

P:     God nourishes us at the table to live as disciples. 

        Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

C:     Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
 

Anyone is welcome to stay and pray at the communion rail before you exit. 

Please see our Friday emails and our website for more announcements and information. 

If you are NOT receiving the Friday announcements, please email office@flcmhk.org or 

call 785-537-8532 

 

Prayer requests: 

Scott Dobson, Viona Schmidt, Judy Lundberg,  Kathleen Elser, Tara Truitt, Rae           

Dunbar, George Abel, Mike Hoover,  Carl Bishop, Ilene Colbert, Tim McMillan, Gail 

Hughes, Lanny Hoover, Leon Spaeth, Evelyn Geistweidt, Mel Antonen, Jean Feldt, Justin 

Spilde, Randy Robinson  

 

 

Who We Are & Statement of Inclusion 

First Lutheran Church was founded back in 1879 by Swedish immigrants. We seek to know God 

and our neighborhood, to grow the gifts that God has given us,  to raise up disciples of Jesus 

Christ, and to go into the world to serve God and God’s people. We are a part of the mission and 

ministry of the wider church through our denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). We affirm with St. Paul that in Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male nor female, and we welcome all people regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, or religious affiliation.  

 


