
The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges 
LESSON 4:  GOD’S PROVISION and  OUR RESPONSIBILITY 

Read Chapters 7 and 8 of The Pursuit of Holiness 
 

CHAPTER 7 – Help in the Daily Battle 
 

Skip Chapter 7 questions in the book and begin with #1, below. 

1. What must we do to experience practical everyday holiness?  Does God leave us alone in this battle? 

2. Write out Romans 6:11.  According to Paul, besides being dead to sin, can we be delivered from the 
dominion of darkness?  Can we be neutral in this? 

3. How does the significance of being “alive to God” help us in our pursuit of holiness? 

4. How does Paul say he can respond to Philippians 4:11-13?  How does it apply to holiness? 

5. Where do endurance, patience, contentment, etc. come from?  Write out Colossians 1:11 and 
Ephesians 3:16. How does this power come?  According to the prayers that are to be prayed, what do 
these two Scriptures tell us about this power? 

6. What is the first implication we should grasp of “being alive unto God”?  On what fact must we rely 
to experience the strength we need to fight Satan’s attempts to discourage us?   

7. On what twin facts are we to reckon to keep sin from reigning in us?   

8. How does this work? What must we do continually (forming a habit)?  In what is our faith when we 
do this?  On what must faith always be based?  What does Romans 6:11 say? 

9. What is the second implication of “being alive to God”?  Who is the agent of this union? Read 
Romans 8:9-11; Philippians 2:13.  

10. Write out I Thessalonians 4:7-8. With what is the giving of the Holy Spirit connected?  Why was 
the Holy Spirit primarily sent? What are we specifically told in the following three references:  I 
Corinthians 6:18-19; Romans 8:9; Galatians 5:16. Why do we have the Holy Spirit living within to 
strengthen us toward holiness?   

11. How does the Holy Spirit strengthen us to holiness?  What is one of Satan’s most powerful weapons 
(Jeremiah 17:9)? Is consent to Scripture obedience? 

12. “Before we can act we must will”.  What does it mean “to will” (Philippians 2:13)? What is another 
distinction we must make between what God does and we must do?  Write out the approach with 
the prayer of Psalm 139:23-24.  What is it asking the Holy Spirit to do? 

13. What does it mean to live by the Holy Spirit in Galatians 5:16? How is our will and our faith 
expressed?   

14. Write out 2 Peter 1:4.  Why has God given us His great and precious promises? 

15. In what two ways do we express our dependence on the Holy Spirit? Explain each. 



 
CHAPTER 8 – Obedience–Not Victory 

 
 

1. What is God’s provision for our holiness and what is our responsibility for it according to Romans 
8:13?  Are we to “stop trying and start trusting”?  What are we to do (Colossians 3:5)? Describe your 
personal responsibility for holiness according to Hebrews 12:1; James 4:7 and 2 Peter 3:14, including 
what we are to do and decide to do? 

2. On what must we rely in our putting to death?  How does M. Lloyd Jones explain this in His 
exposition on pg. 63? 

3. What attitude should our reliance on the Holy Spirit foster?  Should the Christian ever complain of 
want (lack) of ability and/or power? Explain. 

4. If we are defeated by sin, then what are we?  What are better terms to use to describe our progress 
in holiness. i.e., “victory and defeat”? Why? 

 
Continue by reading the Scriptures on pages 147-153 which are not included in the questions above. 


