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Week 4 Sermon, November 20, 2022 
Malachi 2:10-16 – A Covenant of Faithfulness 
 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. Recall that in the book of Malachi, God charges Israel with three “I”s: Ingratitude, 
Irreverence and Incapability. In this section of Malachi chapter 2, three allegations are 
brought under the Irreverent category. Identify these disobedient and abominable actions 
of Israel. What is one decision you are making that displays a lack of reverence for our 
Heavenly Father? 
 

2. “Faithless” is found five times in these seven verses. Read Psalm 89:1-8 and consider how 
God treats His covenant people. How might we grow in obedience, submission and 
faithfulness to our calling? What are some things that cause you to “trip on the way to the 
throne”? Confess and repent. 

 

3. God’s Word is clear on being unequally yoked (see 2 Corinthians 6:14-15). What does 1 John 
3:10 say about paternity and how is this relevant to choosing a spouse? Go back to Ezra 9 
and consider the unfaithfulness of the exiles. What is Ezra’s reaction? Am I trembling at His 
word and appalled at the actions of His Bride at times? What hope is found in verses 8-9? 
 

4. The covenant of marriage is holy unto the Lord. As believers, we are not just invited but 
commanded to be a part of His holiness. What is the significance of the Lord being witness 
(verse 14) in the sacred union between man & wife? What does verse 15 say about the 
bond of marriage? What is one purpose of this covenant? 

 

5. Twice in verses 15-16 Malachi warns, “. . . guard yourselves in your spirit” and do not be 
faithless or “do not deal treacherously.” Since our relationships on the horizontal level 
affect our relationship with the Lord (see Matthew 5:23, 1 Peter 3:7 and  Isaiah 59:2), how 
might I better guard myself to keep covenant with my spouse and/or the church, His Bride? 

 

6. Remind yourself of  the meaning of the Gospel: Sinners transformed and redeemed. Grace 
that is enough. Love that keeps no records of wrongs (see Hebrews 10:17-18). How might I 
apply this in my marriage relationship or in relationships within the family of God? 

 

7.  Christ’s pattern for redeeming sinners can be found in Ephesians 5:25-33. It could even be 
said that these verses are the new covenant understanding of Malachi’s allegations.  Review 
Ephesians 2:11-19 to see how God brings peace and reconciliation and makes us one in the 
church, as individuals and therefore in marriages. How can I be more submissive to Christ’s 
sanctifying work in my life? 

 

8. How do the words of the benediction (Revelation 19:7-9) bring joy and hope to your heart? 
Take some time to pray about this glorious and guaranteed future, praising Him that “these 
are (the) true words of God.” 


