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Ephesians Sermon Series, 2022 

 

 

Week 23 Sermon, September 11, 2022 
Ephesians 6:1-4  Children, Obey Your Parents 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. The first four words of Ephesians 6 (also the title of the sermon) are a clear and 

uncomplicated mandate. However, it is a costly directive. Since we call God “Abba” we are 
called to obedient submission. How can we accomplish this? How can we teach our children 
to do this? 

 
2. Read John 14: 15 & 24. Define Gospel obedience. List some ways to grow in this in your 

personal walk using Scriptural support. 
 
3. Define the difference between obedience in Roman times (patria potestas) and the 

obedience God wants us to display? In what ways do I need to repent for my attitude about 
obedient submission? Is it possible for my children to obey without honoring me? Have I 
adopted the same posture with my Heavenly Father? How might I flip the script that culture 
has tried to reverse? 

 
4. Read Philippians 2:12-16. Paul calls us to be obedient “for His good pleasure” just as he tells 

the Colossian church in the parallel passage 3:20 that children are to be obedient “for this is 
well-pleasing to the Lord.” What does obedience/honoring look like in our lives? How can 
sinners be without blemish? 

 
5.  Discipline is training, and instruction is warning (see 2 Timothy 3:16). We want our children 

not just to avoid bad behavior but to be repentant. We want to set straight what is crooked 
so that it will heal correctly and bring full restoration. Therefore, we reprove them. Review 
the list of four ways to use Scripture in training up your child. Which area is a focus for your 
family? 1. Examine your motives; 2. Use Biblical terminology; 3. Consider the timeliness of 
the discipline; 4. Intend to bring about restoration. 

 
6. In Shepherding a Child’s Heart, Ted Tripp writes, “The central focus of child-rearing is to 

bring children to a sober assessment of themselves as sinners. . . .You must address the 
heart as the fountain of behavior and the conscience as the God-given judge of right and 
wrong. The cross of Christ must be the central focus of your child-rearing.” How does Jesus 
give us an example of Deuteronomy 6 as He walks along the Emmaus Road in Luke 24? How 
may I improve in this way as an adopted child of God? 


