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Week 22 Sermon, September 4, 2022 
Ephesians 5:25-33  Love for the Bride: Marriage, Part 2 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. What did John Stott mean when he told husbands they must love with “Calvary love”? What 

is the difference between laying down one’s life and laying down one’s lifestyle? How is it 
possible to love in this way? (See Romans 5:1-6.) 

 
 
2. In verse 26 Paul speaks of “having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word”. 

Review Ezekiel 16 and see to what great lengths God went to present the church without 
blemish or spot or wrinkle, keeping her exclusively for Himself. How do you assist your 
wife/family/church to be pure? 

 
 
3. What is the goal in loving the bride? Who adorns the Bride? How does this help us 

understand our role? How might I love my wife/my church more sacrificially, purposefully, 
and faithfully? 

 
 
4. The gospel call is found in verse 33, and it is the third time Paul calls husbands to love their 

wives in this short passage. See John 21:15 for another instance of three questions about 
loving the Lord. How might I better nourish and cherish my wife/my church? Do I do my 
best to ensure she has time to study God’s word and spend time with Him? 

 
 
5. Husbands must be praying for and with their wives. Read 1 Peter 3:7. Ask yourself, “What is 

the aim of my prayers? Am I praying more for my bride or for myself?” What answers to 
prayer can you share with the group? 

 
 
6. What does it mean to say that “marriage is more a parable than a fairy tale”? Find evidence 

in Scripture to share with believers and non-believers alike to better understand God’s 
intent for marriage. 

 
 
7. Extra credit: Review the words to our new Hymn of the Month: “The Church’s One 

Foundation.”  What prompted Samuel Stone to write the lyrics? Sing it with your small 
group or alone in your car, picking a verse or two that significantly affected you. 


