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Week 21 Sermon, August 28, 2022 
Ephesians 5:21-24  A Word to the Wives: Marriage, Part 1 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Submission shows an example of Godly order. According to 1 Peter 2:13, why should we 

submit ourselves to others? In what three spheres of life is submission called for? (Hint: see 
Romans 13:1-7, Hebrews 13:7,17; 1 Peter 5:5-6, and Colossians3:18-23.) 
Extra credit: Where in Acts does it call us not to submit to earthly rulers? Why is there an 
exception? 
 
 

2. Subordination does not mean inferior. We see the Persons of the Trinity subordinate in role 
and function, just as headship in the home is more a division of labor rather than 
superiority. Paul calls wives and the church to submit in this passage. He says put yourself 
UNDER authority, not over. How did Satan miss the mark in this (Isaiah14)? In what areas do 
you need to confess a struggle with submission? 

 
 
3. We must remember that God brings accountability along with the authority He has placed. 

Read 1 Peter 3:1-2 then 4-6. How does Peter tie submission to obedience and ministry? 
How may we define beauty according to these verses? 

 
 
4. Paul writes, “. . . Christ is the head of the church, His body, and is Himself its Savior.” 

(Ephesians 5:23). The word translated here as savior is “soter” and can also be used for 
emperor. In the historical context, a conquered people would be delivered terms of 
surrender and then pay tribute in order to attain temporary peace and protection. What are 
the “terms of surrender” for us as children of God? Discuss verses that speak of the eternal 
peace we have with God. 

 
 
 
5. Marriage is the very first institution of God. We see it in Genesis and Revelation and 

throughout Scripture. Marriage, the family, and the church all bear images of the Trinity: 
members being equal in essence and dignity. God clearly opposes the proud; those unable 
or unwilling to submit. Review Philippians 2:5-8, reading it in light of your attitude towards 
submission. 


