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the Nurturing of the Body –Spiritual Gifts
One way the Holy Spirit empowers believers in the church is by creating ministries—opportunities to serve. Each believer 
contributes to the growth—both in numbers and in maturity—of the church. If the Holy Spirit is the “fi re” that gives the 
body warmth and life, believers are the “members of the body” that keep it moving. 

! e Holy Spirit empowers believers to be part of these ministries. ! e spiritual gifts, then, are the tools we use to carry on 
those ministries. ! e function of the spiritual gifts is service. Paul’s main interest in his letters to the early churches is to 
teach, guide, and help them to grow as the body of Christ. 

FOUR LISTSFOUR LISTS ofof SPIRITUAL GIFTSSPIRITUAL GIFTS in thein the BIBLEBIBLE

EPHESIANS 4:11 ROMANS 12:6!8 1 CORINTHIANS 12:8!10 1 CORINTHIANS 12:28!30
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 Cessationism and  Continuationism
One of the most debated issues in Christian theology is the question of what some people call the “extraordinary 
or miraculous” gifts of the Holy Spirit. ! ese gifts are:

^ APOSTLESHIP
^  PROPHECY
^ SPEAKING and INTERPRETING TONGUES
^ WORKING of MIRACLES

MOST COMMON CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING of the GIFTS:

 •  Some believers hold fi rmly that these four gifts were limited to a period between Jesus’ 
ascension and the death of the last Apostle, Jesus’ beloved disciple John (about $% 90). 
People who hold this view are known as cessationists. 

 •  Other Christians a#  rm the continuation of all of the gifts. ! ey are continuationists. 
 •  Many other believers would fall in an in-between category of being “open but 
cautious.” 

 •  Still other believers hold that some of the four gifts continue, while others have ceased. 

Whatever view we take, we must remember that according to Paul, the spiritual gifts are 
meant to promote the  unity of the body (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 4:12–13). In the letters of 
Paul, the unity of the body is necessary for the church’s growth. ! e alternative, disunity 
and spiritual arrogance, tears down the church.
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N Cessation refers to the conviction that the 
extraordinary gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to the 
church ended with the closing of the apostolic age.

Continuation refers to the conviction that the Holy 
Spirit continues to grant extraordinary gifts to the 
church so it can continue its mission in the world.
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S •  ! e extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit were 

necessary to lay down the church’s foundation—in 
other words, the teachings of the apostles.

•  Apostleship as a gift ended when the New 
Testament-era apostles died. Since the church has 
already been founded, the presence of apostles is no 
longer necessary.

•  Since the writings of the New Testament are 
fi nished, there is no need for new revelation. ! us, 
the gift of prophecy is no longer necessary.

•  Although God can and does do miracles, the gift of 
working of miracles by individuals has ended along 
with the gifts of apostleship and prophecy.

•  Although the foundation work—for example, 
writing the New Testament—of apostles and 
prophets has ended, they had other functions—for 
example, planting new churches or bringing the 
gospel to people who’ve never heard it.

•  ! e extraordinary gifts of the Spirit aid the 
church in fulfi lling its mission by providing 
encouragement, edifi cation, and guidance.

•  Unlike prophecy as an o#  ce in the Old Testament, 
prophecy in the church is a gift that any believer 
can have, though some have a special gift in 
this area. Prophecy today does not reveal God’s 
will the way the Scriptures did. Prophecy today 
communicates God’s word to his people for 
encouragement, edifi cation, and guidance. 

•  Prophecy and all other gifts are dependent and 
subordinated to the authority of the Scriptures.

! e word  church comes from a Greek word (kuriaskos) that means “belonging to the Lord.” However, the most common 
word in the New Testament for church is ekklesia, which means  “assembly, gathering.” In the New Testament, it is used for 
the gathering of believers in specifi c places to worship and have fellowship together. 

! e church is made up of individuals. Yet, it is more than just the sum of individuals. It is a divine institution. 
! e church is one (it is Christ’s body) even if it can be found in many places and at di" erent times. ! e 
church is universal. Christ’s body is found throughout the world, and it is timeless. It contains all the 
people who have believed and those who will believe.

What is the  CHURCH?

 POWER and WEAKNESS
God empowers his people to carry on their ministries in the church. Spiritual gifts aren’t only 
about the abilities one may have, but about what God is doing in and through the church and 
how we " t in. God is always active inside and outside the church. We must discern how he is 
active and ask him to empower us to be part of those activities. 

The apostle  Paul reminds us that our calling does not depend on who we are, what we have, and what 
we can do. God uses for his glory what we can o! er. Yet, God is not limited to our personality and abilities. 
Surprisingly, according to Paul, God often calls us to serve him and others out of our weaknesses, even to the 
point of emphasizing that we are weak. It is in these cases that God’s strength shines through our weaknesses. 
Paul concludes that, “For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor. 12:10). Paul teaches us that we must serve 
out of  humility, dependence, and  trust.
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