
JOE T. VEAL  

Raised in Milledgeville GA, Joe T. 

Veal served as a Marine and had  

a career as a golf course architect, 

which included more than a decade 

working for PGA champion Arnold 

Palmer. Joe was involved in the de-

sign and/or construction of more 

than 25 championship-level golf 

courses across the world... yet  

considers his greatest achievement 

to be living each day as a passionate 

disciple of Jesus Christ. 

But in 1998, Joe’s life was riddled with sin and emptiness.  

His family, his job… his very life… hung in the balance. 

Joe was saved after hearing the Gospel, through the person of  

Jesus Christ, and his life was miraculously transformed. Since 1999, 

Joe has preached and shared the Gospel, across America and the 

world, with a unique, down-to-earth style. He has dedicated his life  

to winning people into the Kingdom of God with every resource he 

has available.  

In 2004, Joe formed the team that began You Turn Ministries, with a 

focus on southeast Africa. Through You Turn, millions have heard 

the Gospel, orphans have been rescued through a Lighthouse care 

program, and key leaders have been trained to sustain a church 

planting movement.  

Married in 1985, Joe and his wife, Liz, have four children and reside 

in Springboro, OH. They attend Urbancrest where Joe continues to 

serve as Staff Evangelist. In addition to his other work experience, 

Joe has served as a Children’s Pastor for Urbancrest and as a 

NAMB church planter. 

 

 

 

 

ERIC PERKINS  

As President of You Turn Ministries, 

Eric has a heart for people and a strong 

desire to see them connect with Christ. 

His desire is to help others discover 

their spiritual gifts and use them in ful-

filling their Great Commission Calling.  

A native Texan, Eric grew up in a small 

town just outside Dallas, graduated 

from Criswell College and earned his 

Master of Divinity at New Orleans Theo-

logical Seminary.  

On March 18, 1989, Eric married his 

best friend, Lacey, and they have four children — Emily (married to 

Jason Hasselle), Hannah, Elise and Noah — and three grandchildren 

— Beau, Tripp and Makenna.  

Eric has a passion for missions and believes that God has called 

every believer to share the Good News of the Gospel wherever they 

go. Besides churches in Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi, Eric and 

his family have served with the International Mission Board of the 

Southern Baptist Convention. Their experience with the IMB was as 

church planter/missionaries in Uruguay, South American and as the 

Regional Volunteer Strategist for the South America Region.   

Eric loves spending time with his family, traveling, going to the gun 

range with his son, serving others and going on dates with his wife, 

Lacey. 
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