
Super Basic  
YouTube & Live Streaming Stuff 

Developed out of the Wesleyan Pastors Facebook group thread >here< 

 
Pre-recorded “YouTube” Videos: 

If you’re looking to step up your videos, but don’t have a lot of money to 
spend, keep using your phone. Simply upgrading your mic and using a tripod 
can produce great results. 

 
Takstar Shotgun Mic - $25 - https://amzn.to/2Q8OYrN 
Mic to Phone 3.5mm Adapter - $10 - https://amzn.to/2YyE5me 
Cell phone & Mic mount - $16 - https://amzn.to/2VLdNAm 
Tripod - $24 - https://amzn.to/2HqLvlY 
 
Total cost: $76 + your cell phone 
 
Alternatives 

GorillaPod - better for handheld filming or setting up your camera in 
creative/difficult places - $45 - https://amzn.to/2EgoTTb 

 
Live Streaming: 

We’re going to step it up from a cell phone for this. Most often, a camera is 
placed in the back of the room. This requires an optical zoom to help you fill 
the frame and not have to watch grandpa joe fall asleep in the pew ;) 
 
At this point in the technology, there is no reason to buy into the 4k hype. 
Facebook only supports live streaming up to 720p. Other platforms allow 
higher qualities, but the required internet connection and local processing 
power will quickly become a limitation in practical use. 

 
Prerequisites: 

1. A good internet connection that will not be bottlenecked by others who 
may be using it. If you share the internet connection with guests, some 
traffic shaping will need to be implemented to guarantee your AV feed 
high availability. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WesleyanPastors/permalink/10157196740399605/
https://amzn.to/2Q8OYrN
https://amzn.to/2YyE5me
https://amzn.to/2VLdNAm
https://amzn.to/2HqLvlY
https://amzn.to/2EgoTTb


2. A decent computer, Mac or PC. The Black Friday special you bought for 
$200 probably won’t perform well for the task. This setup requires 
that the computer have a USB 3.0 or greater port. 

 
Equipment: 

1. Camcorder with a Line/Mic input - $398 - https://amzn.to/2YxQFCb 
2. Tripod - $Varies - $24-100 

a. Just about anything will work, including the $24 basic tripod. 
However, you’ll need to get it up above people! If you don’t have 
an elevated area in the back of your room, consider this tripod. 

3. A long micro HDMI to HDMI cable - $10 - https://amzn.to/2Yz92Xm 
4. Audio - $Varies 

a. Best option is to utilize an auxiliary, control out or tape out from 
your sound board. Because of the variety of boards, the cable 
needed here varies -- it will either be Female XLR to 3.5mm, RCA 
to 3.5mm or 1.4” mono to 3.5mm. In addition, consider a ground 
loop isolator to help remove strange electronic buzzing in this 
setup. 

b. If you can’t run audio from your board, a Takstar Shotgun Mic 
could work here too. 

5. A CamLink to capture the audio and video from the camcorder - $128 - 
https://amzn.to/2Qd7M9E - the 1080p version has been updated to “Up 
to 4k”. It will still work in this setup, but as we don’t need to factor in a 
4k signal, look around and you might be able to find one around $99. 

Software: 
OBS Studio - Free 
Available on Mac or PC. You’ll need to spend some time understanding 
the software and how to utilize it. There is plenty of documentation on 
their website or via a search on YouTube. 
OBS links right into YouTube, Facebook and just about every other 
platform you can imagine. 

 
Total Cost: $564-620 plus your computer and internet connection 
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