
SIOUX FALLS ORDINATION MESSAGE – 8/15/2020 – 2:00 P.M.    

Opening Remarks:   

Good afternoon Renee, Austin, Dave, Serenity, Jeff, Stephani, your spouses and families…  and friends!   

This obviously isn’t June 24, 2020 and surely isn’t Rapid City, SD….  the time and place previously determined 
to be the occasion for your ordination service.   

However, today is the first of four ordination services that will be taking place in our District…. in four separate 
cities over the next several weeks.   

We have never done one like this before.  Yours is the first one like this… and I believe it will be an amazing 
and climactic day for all of us!  

It has been six months since we were all in Henderson, NV where we conducted your ordination interviews.  
You may have forgotten some of the questions you were asked during those interviews… but you probably 
haven’t forgotten the way you felt while sitting in that environment.  

At the end of whatever day your particular interview was held, each one of you learned that you had fulfilled 
the qualifications and expectations for becoming Ordained Ministers in the Wesleyan Church.   

Congratulations!  I am both proud of you… and pleased with you. 

 In a few minutes you will be questioned by our District Superintendent one last time regarding key questions 
connected to your ministerial calling… and intentions for ministry within the Wesleyan Church.  

You have already been serving alongside us in your various ministries and local churches.  We have watched 
you in action and have seen some of the impact of your life and ministry up till now.  

From my vantage point, you are equipped, talented, capable, effective, prepared, and Spirit-filled ministry 
leaders.  It has been a personal pleasure for me to walk with each one of you from the beginning of this 
journey… when you submitted your initial paperwork, up to this point…. the time for your Ordination!  

You are incredible, committed ministry candidates…. soon to be Ordained Ministers… who, Lord willing, will 
continue to provide significant ministry and leadership for years to come.   

 

My objective this afternoon…. is to hopefully provide you with challenging, encouraging, sobering, and helpful 
insights that I believe fit this occasion.  

I would like to begin first and foremost by looking at a passage of Scripture written by the Apostle Paul and 
sent to a young minister named Timothy… 

- who had been led to faith in Christ by Paul…  
- who had traveled with Paul on at least one missionary journey… 
- who had been with Paul during his first imprisonment… and  
- who was later asked to stay behind in Ephesus to care for the developing problems in that local church.  

 
 
 



1 Timothy 4: 9-16 (NIV) –  
vs.9…“This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance… vs10…(and for this we labor and strive), that 
we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.  
vs11…Command and teach these things.  vs12… Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but 
set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity.  
vs13… Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.  vs14… Do 
not neglect your gift which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their 
hands on you.  vs15… Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your 
progress.  vs16… Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both 
yourself and your hearers.” 
 
I believe it would be impossible to stress too strongly the importance of placing our hope securely and 
confidently in the living God… who is the Savior of all men, women, and children.   

We are aware of and convinced of the fact that Jesus Christ is the Savior for anyone and everyone who will 
choose to… 

 …call on His name,  
….confess their sins,  
….receive His forgiveness and pardon, and  
….place their hope and trust in the living God…  
and then…. begin to live a life of daily surrender in becoming the person whom God has created them to 
become!  
 

Jesus is the only way to the Father, the only hope of salvation, the only remedy for sin, the one and only way 
forward.  Jesus Christ has always been, is now, and forever will be the Only Name upon which we can call and 
be saved!  Always, always, and always… do your best to lift high the name of Jesus! 

 Notice that the Apostle Paul says that this statement deserves full acceptance.  We dare not believe this truth 
halfheartedly or reservedly.   

Be sure you are fully accepting, of and committed to, the hope we have found in the living God, the savior of 
all mankind. 

Make sure you are fully trusting in His grace today. 

Following this bold declaration in verses 9 and 10, Paul provided solid instructions for young pastor Timothy 
on how he should lead his church community, and I believe his instructions are pertinent for us here this 
afternoon.  

 

 

 

 



He begins with the statement: ‘Command and teach these things’: 

1. The first command is… to set an example for the believers:           In short… We should live in such a way 
that others can see Christ in us.  
This can’t be a once every so often kind of practice.  It has to have already begun in our lives and it must 
continue each day that we live, serve, love, and labor for the Lord.  I believe that everyone can be good 
once, or maybe even two or three times, but only a few people can ‘over deliver’ consistently.  
 

You be a person who sets a really positive example each and every day…. In every situation you find 
yourselves, first with your own families and in your own homes, and then especially at your ministry 
locations.  Set an example, so that others who will be looking to you for examples of how to live out this 
Christian life, can readily see Jesus in you.  Let’s just do the next right thing; whatever that is.  
How are we to go about setting an appropriate example?     Paul provides us with five basic areas to 
give attention to… 

 

 The first area… for a great example is in our speech. 
Colossians 4:6 – “Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how to answer everyone.”  
Many of us have conversation that is seasoned with salt.  Some of us have too much salt in our talk.. but 
perhaps we are short on grace.  Check out your own conversation.  Are there any words that should be 
dropped or discontinued from your everyday communications?   
 

On the growth side, are you doing something in an effort to increase your vocabulary… or make your 
words more compelling and relevant?    In short, are you learning how to effectively utilize new words in 
your conversations? 
 

The second area… for presenting a great example covers life in general – everything.  
Philippians 2:14-15a – “Do everything without complaining and arguing so that you may become 
blameless and pure, children of God without fault.”  
 

This one especially speaks to me.  Even now at this season of my life, I find it necessary to be careful 
about my responses to what is happening in our world, in our culture, in our political system, within our 
health environment… by simply asking a couple of people closest to me if they hear me complaining 
when I speak.  Sometimes they say ‘yes’;  they hear my complaint.  I don’t believe I have issues with 
arguing, but I can find myself complaining.  When it happens, I don’t like that about me. ….   
Perhaps you could benefit by asking a couple of people who really value you, and who want you to be at 
your best... if they would maybe call you out, if and when they find you in an attitude of complaining or 
arguing. 
 

A third area… our example loving ourselves and loving others.  
In 1 Corinthians 13…Paul wrote some of the most beautiful but challenging words about the reality and 
practice of love.  I read these verses often… usually three or four times a month.    
 

 I find these incredibly challenging, but encouraging.  
 



Listen to just a few of Paul’s words and phrases from this powerful chapter…  “Love is patient, kind, does 
not envy or boast, is not proud, is not rude or self seeking, is not easily angered; always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes and perseveres; love never fails.”  
 

Love is a powerful force for good and godliness.  Love well!  Love the person God has created you to be… 
and who you are becoming, plus… love other people genuinely and lavishly. 
 

The fourth area… requiring a great example is our faith. Hebrews 11:1 – “Now faith is being sure of what 
we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  
 

Every time I read this chapter of Scripture in any translation or paraphrase, I always come away amazed 
and inspired.  
I have asked myself numerous times, how did they do this? What enabled them to finish so well and 
have so much impact for the kingdom?  
 

Then I wonder who else might have been added to that long list of faith-filled, godly men and women… 
those that have lived, impacted the kingdom, and died since those words were written down and 
included in our sacred text? 
 

Their hope… and our hope… is in the Lord.  He came to earth, lived, taught, healed, died, rose again, 
ascended to show us the way and to provide us with faith, hope, and certainty.  
 

I have asked myself… in those quiet, reflective moments… where is my faith in comparison to the faith of 
these heroes… and I pray, ‘Lord, please increase my faith.’ 
 

The fifth area… calls for a great example in purity. 
‘Purity’… means to be free from contamination, ritually clean, guiltless, and chaste.  
 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:8 – “Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God.”   I want to see God!   
 

The Apostle Paul reminds us that our example of being pure is powerful and necessary.  What is it that 
makes us pure?  
 I believe it is the shed blood of Jesus Christ that washes us clean from all our sins.  
 

It is the power of the Holy Spirit living within us as Christ followers, so that we can experience daily 
forgiveness, cleansing, and renewal to remain pure. 
 

There is power in the blood… and there is power available and accessible from the Holy Spirit that can 
enable us to walk in newness of life each day. …. “What can wash away my sin, what can make me 
whole again… Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”  
 

2. Following his challenge to Timothy to set a good example…    Paul instructs him to pay attention to three 
things:    Devote yourself to… Scripture; Preaching; Teaching… 
 

n Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture. 
 

Paul would write later in his second letter to Timothy in chapter 3:16 – “All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, and training in righteousness.”  
 



Occasionally, I choose to just sit and listen while to my Bible app or listen as a CD is played of the 
recorded Word of God.  I am impressed by the impact that can materialize in my own life when the 
Word is read publicly.  
 

At times, it can be really advantageous, faith building, uplifting for us to simply read the Word of God 
out loud.  
 

The power and the capacity of the Word to generate life change and to increase faith is greater than I at 
times realize.  
 

Imagine with me, the impact of listening to the words from Matthew 5-7 or from Ephesians 1-3, or from 
Revelation 21-22, or from many of the Psalms or Proverbs.  Read the Word publicly.  Don’t just assume 
that your people read the Bible on their own time. 

 

n Devote yourself to preaching… 
 

2 Timothy 4:2 – “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke, and 
encourage with great patience and careful instruction.”  
 

This is a no-brainer isn’t it?  
 

You all are getting better and better at preaching.  I believe that I have listened to and/or watched 
most of you deliver a message for a class or a public worship service in your own local churches.  You 
are continually adding to your available platforms and programs that are serving to enhance your 
output.   
 

After all… Ordained Ministers usually and regularly preach the Word.   
Could I admonish you to practice… practice… improve… practice… listen to feedback from others…. and 
then learn from other effective preachers.  
 

Notice in this verse Paul says to correct, rebuke, and encourage when we preach.   
 

When I preach, I really like to encourage… and sometimes correct.  I don’t believe I have ever enjoyed 
rebuking someone or some group of people that I needed to address.  
 

According to Paul… a very important component of preaching, is being careful to do so by clearly 
demonstrating great patience… and after having studied diligently, so that our preaching becomes 
careful instruction for our hearers.  
 

Preaching is…  proclaiming the Word of God, and confronting listeners with the truth of Scripture.  
 

A good minister must point out error… but… he or she should do so only if he/she has been nourished 
by the truths of the Word… and has followed these truths themselves.   
 

n Devote yourself to teaching….  
 

Titus 2:1 – “You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine.”  
 

Each one of you was thoroughly examined during your interview times related to your understanding 
of the doctrines of The Wesleyan Church… and your willingness and readiness to give your acceptance 
of and adherence to our doctrines.  
 

Please stay anchored to our key doctrinal teachings.  
 



Watch out for any subtle drift happening.  
 

Consider reading often… from Genesis 1-2, Psalm 119, Isaiah 53, John 1, 19-21, Acts 2, 1 Corinthians 
15, Ephesians 2-3, Colossians 1, Revelation 21-22, and many other portions of Scripture. 
 
 

3. “Do not let anyone look down on you because you are young.”  
Timothy may have been in his mid 30s at this time.  Many scholars say that until you reached the age of 
40, you were considered to be young in Timothy’s day.  Guess what, friends, all of you are younger than 
I am.  Some of you are way younger.  
 

Whether you are young or old, don’t think of your age as a handicap.  Accumulated years do not 
automatically translate into greater maturity and effectiveness.  
It certainly should be a contributing factor… but there are no guarantees that simply because we get 
older that we necessarily get better… or are more equipped to do what God has called us to do as 
Ordained Ministers.  
 

Timothy was admonished to not let his youthfulness hinder his ministry, but to overcome any resistance 
to it by modeling spiritual maturity.   
His example was to encompass both word and deed or in other words… he would need to do both 
‘show and tell’.  
 

Do your best to ‘show’ more times than you ‘tell’. 
 

“Don’t neglect your gift that you received when the elders laid their hands on you.”  
 

If you begin to neglect your gift, it may lose its effectiveness. Instead regularly exercise your gift.  
Practice your gift.  More than that, maximize your gift.  Minister primarily and predominantly out of 
your strengths.   
 

Be aware of your weaknesses for sure…. Just don’t allow any of them to become your main focus.  
(Romans 12:3-8; Ephesians 4:11-13.)  
 

Some of you… maybe I should say all of you… are tremendously gifted.   Only God knows for certain to 
exactly what level.   
Gifts alone will not be sufficient for long-term sustainable local church ministry effectiveness.  You 
must also recognize and depend upon the grace of God that accompanies your gifts.  
 

Gifts by themselves can easily lead to pride.  Many people will applaud you and affirm you for the 
tremendous talent and skill that they can observe.   
 

Remember that they are called ‘gifts’… and God is the giver of gifts.  
 

Whenever other people applaud you for a great job or a great presentation, do your best to offer the 
affirmations or accolades from people as an expression of gratitude to God. 
 
 

4. “Be diligent in these matters.”  
 

It probably isn’t going to be an easy journey going forward, and it may already have been quite challenging 
for some of you to have come this far…. 



I would challenge us to remember that almost everything in life worth pursuing… and doing with 
excellence… has been, and will continue to be, on an uphill pathway.   
 

Anyone can take the gradual path of mediocrity and being average… that road slowly loses elevation.  That 
can happen automatically and requires no effort or diligence.  
 

However… that is not what God has called you to… or why you have pursued ordination in The Wesleyan 
Church.  That is not why you are here today.  
 

(You have demonstrated diligence during this process… and this is a reminder that THIS is NOT a finish line, 
or the finish line.  Greater things are still to be done.)  
 

We must remain diligent day to day.  Please don’t allow yourself to slack up, slow down, pause or turn 
aside.  
  

If you ever realize that you have stopped loving your people, you should quit leading your people.  Ask God 
to release you, so that you can connect with another group of God’s people whom you can love and serve.  
 

People will more readily follow you because you love them…. and because of your courage and confidence 
in God… than because of your title of ‘Reverend’- or your position as an Ordained Minister. 

 

“Give yourself completely to them.”   
You will find it very helpful to invest in yourself and your ministry daily.  (You already know this, and many 
are incorporating this into their daily schedules.)   
Pray, study, plan, practice… toward continued growth and greater opportunity.   
 

You have come a long ways already, but you have not arrived nor finished.  This is the beginning for 
whatever is next in God’s plans and purposes for each one of you. 
 

This is a significant mile marker on your trip; enjoy it and celebrate it today.    
 

Believe that God wants to do more in you, for you, and through you than you can imagine today. 
 

“Watch your life and doctrine closely.” 
Pay close attention.  (Please watch out for even a subtle drift.)   
 

Always come back to the Word of God to anchor your faith and doctrine.  “Persevere in them because if you 
do so, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”  
 

Being invested in the vocation of an Ordained Minister… is going to be a marathon, not a sprint or a short 
dash.  I don’t know if yours will be a 5K, a 10K, or some other predetermined length.  However, I am quite 
convinced that it will be a marathon.  
 

Make sure that you are doing whatever it takes to go the distance of your race.  Sustainability, both 
spiritually and physically, have always been critical for ministers… and they will be key factors for all of us 
who are Ordained Ministers of the gospel.  
 

I read this comment recently and have been considering its implications for several weeks now – “God 
doesn’t have any losers but He does have a few quitters.”    None of you are losers… and I don’t see any 
quitters in this group of six.   
 
 



Paul is urging diligence and commitment on the part of Timothy.   
 

Paul knew that only by faithfully and persistently sharing the gospel… urging others to appropriate it… and 
appropriating it yourself… will you and others be saved.  
  

The gospel message must go on.   Timothy must have needed encouragement during his pastoral ministry.  
There is a good chance that you might need encouragement as well.  Most likely most of the people 
surrounding you will need the same thing…encouragement.  
 

Encouragement almost always results in producing hope.  
The people you minister to and with will need hope and affirmation all along their journey.  
 

The Apostle Paul must have learned a great deal about encouragement from his co-laborer, Barnabas, from 
the time of their early ministry together (Acts 9) until the time towards the end of Paul’s ministry… where we 
read about him encouraging so many other ministry leaders, workers, and servants.  
 

Think of this… “Just because you might be standing on third base, doesn’t mean you hit a triple.”   (There were 
others who helped us get there!) 
 

You will be in tremendous demand and have greater privilege of impacting lives… if you learn the art of 
becoming an encourager… like Barnabas was in the Book of Acts. 
 
In these last few minutes… I want to share a few observations from my own life and ministry over the past 
thirty years or so.   
 

My personal life verse for being in the ministry is found in Acts 20: 22-24.  I didn’t understand why this was my 
choice twenty years ago when I first claimed it as the verse for me, but the longer I live and the more I am 
privileged to serve in the church, I have gained more insight and resolve from it.  
 

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there.  I only 
know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardship are facing me.  However, I consider 
my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – 
the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.”  
 

I don’t know what ministry is going to look like as the Church continues.  I am committed to do whatever I can, 
to exercise my ministry gifts and influence… to keep declaring the truth of God’s Word as long as I can.  
 

Discipline of the Wesleyan Church; Paragraph 3006 – Remember. 
 

Many times over the past several years, we have referred to this page and paragraph during your various 
interviews.    
 
Finally…Here are some short statements that I have gained much from in my ministry journey. 
1 – Take care of your own soul, no one else can do it for you. Always be aware of what fills your tank and what 
drains your tank. 
 

2 – Walk slowly through the crowd so you can spend quality time with your people and get to know them. 
 

3 – If you want to go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, go together.  
 

4 – Ask the question from time to time: “What is it like on the other side of me?” 
 



5 – Be authentic; be who you are.  Be the best ‘you’ that you can be. 
 

6 – How can I help?  What do you need from me? 
 

7 – Never stop learning.  (Inquire by asking these kinds of questions, Who do you know that I should know? What have 
you read that I should read? What have you learned from one of your failures?) 
 

8 – Practice humility for it tends to remove you from the center.  (Be open and honest.  You don’t have to have all 
of the answers.  You are at your best when you are not noticed.) 
 

9 – Renew your mind daily by consistent Scripture intake/prayer 
 

10 – Give thanks always.  (Give thanks to God.  Give thanks to other people.) 
 

11 – Reflection thoughts for the end of the day… 
             …. Did I lead well today? … Did I love well today? 
 

12 – Finish well! 
 


