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M.A.P. (Mitigation Assistance Plan)         
May 27, 2021 

 

Our Gathering 

Name of Worship service, ministry event, or church activity: Community United Methodist Church____ 

 

Date this plan will be implemented: _May 27, 2021________________ 

 

1. HYGIENE  Minimum Standards: Encourage and provide for frequent hand hygiene (hand washing, 

sanitizer and helpful signage); continue to sanitize high-touch areas, especially with consecutive worship 

services/activities in the same space. (https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html).  

a. We will provide for this by:  

b. Continuing to place hand sanitizer stations throughout the church, including 2nd floor 

c. Encourage persons to remain home if they exhibit any symptoms of COVID 

d. Consider replacing the existing water fountains with new water bottle/cup systems that can 

provide hot/cold and room temperature 

 

 

2. PHYSICAL DISTANCING  Minimum Standards:  Proper physical distancing (recommended at least 

6 feet) for indoors and outdoors, especially in public and congregant settings; 

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/May-15-2021-

Forward-Virginia-Guidelines.pdf 

 

We will provide for this by: 

a. Signage with updated questions per TAM 

b. Signage recommending persons maintain appropriate social distance from others not in their 

family group in rooms, halls, elevators and sanctuary 

c. Dividing classes to allow for distancing if class is too large to properly social distance 

d. Until the percentage of fully vaccinated persons increases and we are confident that the measures 

we have/are taking are sufficient, we will keep the tower lobby coffee station closed. This is 

primarily due to limit the gathering of people around the station. 

e. Individual classes may choose to maintain a coffee area for their class based upon the decision of 

the class 

f. Effective June 7th, groups may decide to serve refreshments and beverages. The coffee welcome 

area in the Tower Hall may be reopened. However, persons are asked to not gather in groups in 

the area, but a still seek to maintain appropriate social distance. 

 

 

3. MASKS  Suggested Recommendations/Considerations:  Masks are no longer required  

for fully vaccinated persons indoors or outdoors. Masks are still advised when physical distancing cannot be 

maintained or in congregant settings where persons from multiple households are gathered. Congregations that 

are considering unmasking indoors may want to consider those in their church family who are not yet 

vaccinated, including youth and children, and guests or others in attendance whose vaccination status may be 

unknown. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/May-15-2021-Forward-Virginia-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/May-15-2021-Forward-Virginia-Guidelines.pdf
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We will provide for this by implementing the following plan: 

a. Require all non-fully vaccinated individuals remain masked in worship and small groups 

b. Recommend that persons who ARE fully vaccinated might consider remaining masked both in 

worship services as well as when meeting in small groups 

c. Pastor(s) who are fully vaccinated may remain unmasked to preach 

 

 

4. SCREENING  Minimum Standards: Stay home when sick; self-check in at door with health 

acknowledgement poster. https://doc.vaumc.org/Return/HealthAcknowledgementPoster.pdf    

 

We will provide for this by: 

a. All persons attending worship, small groups including Sunday School, other small groups 

meeting at CUMCVB must verify with the attendees their ascent to the 5 questions contained in 

the new Healthy Acknowledgement poster. 

b.  
c. There is no longer a requirement to maintain a list of persons attending small groups or worship 

attendees, however all MUST indicate their acknowledgement of the the requirements in the 

poster. 

 

5. LIMIT EXPOSURE Suggested recommendations/Considerations: 

Churches should try to gather outdoors whenever possible. When gathering indoors consider: 

https://doc.vaumc.org/Return/HealthAcknowledgementPoster.pdf
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a. the total amount of time where groups are gathered indoors in any one gathering space;  

b. the number of people gathered in one space. Please choose larger spaces over smaller ones for all 

indoor gatherings. Well-fitting masks should be worn, and proper physical distancing is 

recommended. 

 

We will provide for this by: 

a. Keeping the time in which worship services and small groups are gathered as short as possible 

b. Maintain appropriate social distances 

c. Communicate to all small groups meeting in the church facilities the information contained in the 

current TAM from the Virginia Conference office. 

 

 

6. VENTILATION   Suggested recommendations/Considerations: Maximize airflow and turnover of 

air in the occupied space: 6 exchanges per hour is recommended; prioritize outdoor activities whenever 

possible https://doc.vaumc.org/News2020/Ventilationrecommendations.pdf 

 

      We will provide for this by: 

a. When the temperature outside permits, (IE. It is not too hot or cold as to cause too much change 

in the ambient temperature of the facility) keep windows open when small groups or worship is 

taking place, realizing that the HVAC system in place cannot meet the 6x air change suggestion 

b. Completely shutting off a HVAC system and allow the temperatures to fluctuate both high and 

low can cause damage to the instruments, computers as well as hymnals/bibles, etc. 

c. Ensure that all air filters are changed on a regular basis and/or upgrading to higher efficiency 

filters 

d. Consider the placement of ion and/or infrared air purifies in rooms to assist with air purification 

and mold growth 

e. As a long-term goal, consider the addition of an air purification system for the entire HVAC 

system 

 

 

Revised June 2, 2021 

https://doc.vaumc.org/News2020/Ventilationrecommendations.pdf

