
My devotion today comes from the UPPER ROOM devotional from October 24th, quoted here: 
  
  
  
  

DAILY DEVOTIONAL FOR OCTOBER 24, 2020 
  
Small Ministry? 
  
By Steve Wakefield (Georgia, USA) 
  
 
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
  
1 CORINTHIANS 15:58 (NIV) 
  
  
My mom’s ministry was sending birthday cards with encouraging words. For 
more than 30 years she sent cards to people and never tired of her work. On the 
day she died, she had 10 birthday cards ready to be mailed. When I arrived to 
help prepare for her funeral, my dad asked me what we should do with the cards. 
I told him that we needed to mail them. 
 
In the week leading up to my mom’s funeral, many people told me how much 
receiving a birthday card from my mother had meant to them. At the funeral, I 
asked how many people had received a birthday card from my mother. Nearly 
everyone in attendance raised their hand. Mom’s ministry seemed like a small 
thing, but it touched many lives. She stood firm and let nothing move her as she 
did the work of the Lord. 
 
We can all strive to accomplish the good that we have the opportunity to do. 
When we ask God to give us opportunities to serve, we need not worry about the 
size of our ministry or its outcomes. God will work through us to provide 
meaningful results, whether we see them in our lifetime or not. 

 
This devotional arrived in my inbox the day after my birthday, so it seemed apropos to me 
personally. What made it more so was that I had received a birthday card from Ginger 
Jamieson. Now what was nice about Ginger’s card was that I didn’t expect it. Ginger knows my 
wife Connie and me through her work in the Children’s Clothes Closet, and me through my 
volunteer time in the church office, but our acquaintance doesn’t go much beyond that, so a 
card was not expected. It was a small kindness that Connie and I both appreciated. 
 



For us on the Leadership Team, I think we can take from this devotional an appreciation of how 
small ministries, whether personal or from small groups, can have significant impacts. We on 
the Leadership Team can get caught up and focused on the “big stuff,” but the outreach and 
kindness of our [church’s] members and small groups can really make a big difference. We as a 
Leadership Team need to always be open to individuals and groups within the church family 
who want to minister in Christ’s name. Every action counts in God’s kingdom. 
 

Prayer 
 

God, our creator and sustainer, we praise you and thank you for the blessings that come every 
day from your disciples working in small steps to increase your kingdom. Guide us today to seek 
wisdom as we work to make Community UMC an instrument of your will to increase your 
kingdom in Kempsville, and around the world. 
 

Amen 
 

Frank Kleen 
November 8, 2020 


