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Dear Church Friends,

During the month of September we will be doing a sermon series on  
“The Life of Joseph.” I would encourage you to read the scripture each week 
and be in one of our worship services.

Each week we will ask a question and look at scripture to find the answer.  
Here are the sermon titles and scriptures:

We will always remember Joseph’s coat of many colors and how he forgave his brothers for 
betraying him. How will you and I be remembered?

Pastor Dennis

SEPTEMBER 2019

SEPT. 1  “Do You Want to Be Set Free?”  Genesis 44-45

SEPT. 8   “How Big is Your God?”  Genesis 41

SEPT. 15  “Are You Willing to Wait on God?”  Genesis 40

SEPT. 22  “Do You Know Who You Are”  Genesis 39

SEPT. 29  “Do You Know Why You Were Born”  Genesis 37

A WORD FROM OUR NEW STAFF MEMBER
Chaylyn Thompson joined First United Methodist’s team on Aug. 1, 2019. She will be our 
third service children’s worship leader and assisting with the second service praise team. 
Chaylyn would like to share a little about herself.

“For as long as I can remember, worship has been a major part of my 
life. From singing my first church solo at two years old to joining my first 
worship team at 11 and beginning to tour with a worship band at 15,  
I discovered my passion for leading worship early in life and knew that 
God was calling me to a life of ministry. So far, this has included ministry 
through my own music as a contemporary Christian artist as well as 
ministry through leading worship at churches across the U.S.

From Sept. of 2018 to April of 2019, I toured the country with an artist collective to 
speak and perform at elementary, middle, and high schools. Through this, I fell in  
love with ministering to children and teens. I’m so excited to step into my new role  
at Mooresville FUMC, and can’t wait to see how God will work through these new 
ministry opportunities.”



WELLNESS NEWS

HEALTH BENEFITS OF READING
It’s one of those “never too old” health benefits. 
While researchers spend a lot of time and effort 

shoring up the relationship between reading for pleasure 
and children’s educational success, the benefits hold for 
adults, too. Keeping your brain active and engaged can 
slow Alzheimer’s and prevent dementia, and reading fulfills 
that requirement. Reading fiction has also been linked with 
an increase in empathy; the very act of reading fiction can 
be a mental health exercise in the art of mindfulness. The 
listed benefits of reading are: stress relief • improvement 
in concentration • improves memory • provides mental 
stimulation, • provides mental peace. The Bible, if read 
daily, will do all of the above!!! 

BEING A ROLE MODEL
Children should be seen and not heard!  
Children will learn what they live! I’m 
doing it because they did it!! Not that 
parenting isn’t already a challenge, but this 
reminder is not meant to be a guilt trip. You 
remember this as a young child yourself. I 
heard a speaker talk about this topic. She said 
most of our children’s foundational character 
building is done by the age of 12 years!!!! Her 
rationale? That is when most of the children 
will get a cell phone and become active on 
social media. New influences will impact their 
development. We are our children’s first role 
models – but it never really stops, just like we 
never stop watching others. Who is your role 
model? What are you role modeling to your 
children and others?  

MOORESVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Wellness Awareness
by CHERYL HOWARD, parish nurse

“Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.”               
1 Timothy 4:13

VITAMIN D & DIABETES
People with prediabetes and newly 
diagnosed type 2 diabetes may be able 
to slow the progress of the condition by 
taking vitamin D, scientists believe. The 
team found taking vitamin D improved 
how insulin worked in muscle tissue after 
six months. More research is needed. 
It is not recommended to take above 
the recommended daily dose. The 
recommended daily dose of vitamin D is 
200 IU for adults up to age 50, including 
pregnant and breastfeeding women, 
according to the UMMC. Vitamin D 
requirements for older adults are higher; 
the recommended daily intake is 400 IU for 
adults ages 51 to 70, and 15 micrograms or 
600 IU for adults over age 70.

ALERT
Blood pressure measured at 
the wrist is commonly higher 
than pressure measured at 
the upper arm. But current 
blood pressure guidelines 
are based on blood pressure 
measured with an upper arm 
cuff. If you are measuring 
your blood pressure at 
home, take your 
monitor in to your 
doctor at each visit. 



PRAYER and STEPHEN MINISTRY

Prepare a Place
by CATHY MOSIER

2 KINGS 4:8-10, ”8One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do 
woman was there, who urged him to stay for a meal. So whenever he came by, he stopped there to 
eat. 9She said to her husband, “I know that this man who often comes our way is a holy man of God. 
10 Let’s make a small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for him. 
Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us.” 

SEPTEMBER 2019

Are we preparing a place for the Christ child? 
He’ll be “arriving” Dec. 25, 2019. AND that’s just 
around the corner.
As I listened to this teaching from 2 Kings, while 
I drove back and forth to mom’s house clearing 
out 57 years of memories, I wondered…am I 
prepared for the Christ child? Are you?
The Spirit of Christmas Past helped Ebenezer 
Scrooge prepare to let his past go…let it remain 
in the past…don’t hold onto it and allow the 
past to “drive” your present. Change your 
perspective and appreciate the opportunity to 
change your attitude. How are we preparing 
room?? Have we intentionally set aside a place 
to welcome Our Loving Father into our life? Do 
we have a “bed” for the Christ child? A place 
where He can rest and where we can rest in His 
Presence? Or are we still caught in our past?  
Matthew 6:33-34, ”33But seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

The Spirit of Christmas Present showed Ebenezer 
Scrooge the JOY of life all around him. It was 
literally right before Ebenezer’s eyes and he had 
missed it. So, what have you missed that’s right 
in front of you? Have you missed setting a “table” 
aside so you can communicate with GOD? A 
place where the Holy Spirit can come and listen 
to your JOYS, your sorrows, your troubles. 
Romans 8:26-27, ”26In the same way, the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness. We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27And 
he who searches our hearts knows the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s 
people in accordance with the will of God.”

The Spirit of Christmas “Yet to Come” showed 
Ebenezer Scrooge his future if he did not 
change his life. Ebenezer had allowed material 
acquisition to rule his life and this final Spirit 
showed him the consequences. Material gain 
had been placed in the “chair”. This “chair” 
represents the throne of authority in our lives. 
SO, who sits on the throne of authority in your 
life? What is it that shines it’s “lamp light” into 
your life? Is your life illuminated by the “lamp of 
revelation”? Do you intentionally turn to Jesus 
in daily prayer for guidance? Are you preparing 
a place for the Christ child? I guarantee He’s 
coming and waiting for you to Prepare a Place 
for Him in your life. I guarantee December 25 will 
arrive faster than you can imagine. 
So…what will you do??
Matthew 7:7-8 “Ask and it shall be given unto 
you. Seek and ye shall find. Knock and the door 
will be opened. For everyone who asks receives, 
he that seeks finds and to him that knocks the 
door is opened.” 

Ebenezer Scrooge wasn’t looking to change, 
UNTIL he was challenged to CHANGE by the 
Ghost of Christmas Present! REMEMBER he 
challenged Scrooge at the coming of the Ghost 
of Christmas Future, “Go forth and know him 
better!” And in the going forth Scrooge became 
a better friend, a better Master, a better man… 
and he knew how to keep Christmas well. 
As always, if either the Prayer Team or Stephen 
Ministry Team may aid you on your journey to 
know HIM better, we are as close as an email, a 
phone call or a visit in the hall.
In Christ’s service, Cathy 
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A New Way of Checking In
by TAMMY PAYTON
Signing in for worship with your bulletin, printed rosters left in Sunday 
school rooms, life groups, and special events. We work hard to know 
who attends and are involved with our ministries, missions and church 
activities. But soon, instead of using paper to track our church family’s 
involvement, we will be using kiosks or check-in stations. 
Three reasons for using check-in stations:

• This saves trees! We won’t have to use paper to record activity. 
• This saves time! No longer will the rosters have to be printed, hand delivered to various 

locations, attendance taken, attendance handed in, and finally attendance is recorded – 
all by hand. Now – in one quick step – attendance is recorded the minute you check-in. 

• This helps measure activity! We can quickly see at a glance so much more information 
with the tools this resource offers. 

There are many more advantages for check-in stations. The nursery through elementary age students 
will receive a name tag with a number on it. This will allow better communication between the 
classroom and worship center. If a parent is needed in the nursery, their child’s number will appear 
on the screen during worship letting a parent know they are needed in the classroom. Diaper bags 
and coats will receive tags and alert the teacher these items need to be given back to the parent 
when parents pick-up their child. 
Launch date for this will be the third or fourth week in September. We will begin with our nursery 
through high school Sunday school groups. Later, this will be expanded to include all Sunday 
morning adult classes and eventually the check-in will include worship. 

MOORESVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

A Timeless Gift
by JOHN EHRHART
A question: Would you like to continue making your church  
pledge after you die?

Don’t laugh. That is a question that many pastors have asked folks. Let’s use this example:  
A beautiful soul named Emily has been giving the church $2,000 per year for several years.  
Her pastor comes to her and says, “Emily, you have been so faithful in giving, and we 
appreciate it. Would you like to continue making your pledge from now until Jesus comes 
back? As you consider your estate, if you would bequest an endowed gift of $50,000 to our 
church that would translate into roughly $2,000 per year for eternity. Just think, 100 years 
from now your gift will still be a living part of our family’s ministry.”

For more information on any questions you might have regarding this question or others 
related to Memorials and Gifts please call the church office at 317.831.3376.
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Family Ministries is hosting a “Trunk or 
Treat” during the Halloween hot dog roast. 
What is a “Trunk or Treat” event? Children 
go from trunk to trunk collecting candy or 
trinkets from volunteers who have decorated 
their vehicles to serve as a backdrop for this 
spooktacular event! Family Ministries will 
provide candy and trinkets for participants to 
pass out. Trunk or Treat will be held around 
the bell tower. We encourage trunk or treat 
participants to dress up. Please keep in mind 
that this event is for children, so we ask that 
all costumes be “kid” friendly and just friendly 
in general. We don’t want to scare the little 
ones.  There is a PRIZE for the “best dressed” 
car and participant. Registration forms will 
be sent out in the October Sonburst. If you 
can’t participate you can donate individually 
wrapped candy. You can contact Shelly 
Duncan at 317-437-9344 or Lydia Rychtarczyk 
at 317-834-1787 with questions

Halloween  
Hot Dog Roast

Family Ministries is hosting the annual 
Halloween Hot Dog Roast on Oct. 31, 2019  
from 5 to 7 p.m. We have a great time 
serving dinner to the children and families 
of our church and community. HOWEVER, 
WE NEED YOUR HELP. Volunteers are 
needed to help set up, serve and clean up.  
Watch for a volunteer sign-up sheet 
located outside the fellowship hall. 
Can’t help, but want to do something? 
Donations of individually packaged  
chips are appreciated.  
Please contact Shelley 
Duncan at 317.437.9344 
or Lydia Rychtarczyk at 
317.834.1787.

Here and Now Class
by DAVE NANCE
The Here and Now Class just started a new study, “Unafraid, Living with 
Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times”. This is a 2018 study from Pastor 
Adam Hamilton.  

The Here and Now Class meets Sunday mornings in the parlor on the same 
schedule as second service. This is a class for busy people.  Each class is a 
stand alone study and discussion. The video allows visitors as well as regular 

attendees the opportunity to join in the discussion without reading the book. The book 
just provides depth. Please feel free to stop by for a visit to the Here and Now Class anytime.  



MISSION and MINISTRIES

Henderson Mission Team
by DAVE NANCE

MISSION TRIP
October 14-18 is the next planned trip to Henderson Settlement in beautiful Frakes, Kentucky.  
We are in the final planning phase for the trip. We need to hear from anyone interested in this trip.  
Please contact Dave Nance at nance.david@att.net.  

This is a very flexible trip. The goals for the trip are in order of importance, serving others in His 
Mission for that time, connecting with each other, connecting with the Henderson Settlement as a 
mission and completing projects while on the trip.  

The trip will run from Monday to Friday, likely taking all day Wednesday for a trip to Red Bird 
Mission and Pine Mountain State Park. The park is conveniently located between the two UMC 
Missions. Our projects have been on-campus focused, but an off-campus project is always possible.  

This year a dear friend, Frankie Blackburn, retired from Henderson Settlement. Frankie was the 
Mission Outreach Director for all the years we have been going to the Settlement. We plan to at 
least see her for a visit. Hopefully we will have an opportunity to fellowship with her, take her to 
dinner on Wednesday, or help her in some little way.  

OLD SETTLERS PARKING 
The team had a great fellowship experience with each other and the community during the 
parking for the event. We thank each one that assisted with the parking and for all that choose to 
park on our lot. This was another very good year for the parking effort. It was a blessing to serve 
our community with the organized parking as well as collect funds for Henderson Settlement, 
Churches in Mission, and other local mission opportunities.   

MOORESVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Tomorrow’s Promise Preschool
Hurray!!  Preschool is up and running. Thank you for your continued 
prayers for our preschool children and the preschool staff. We look 

forward to a great year. We will continue to enroll children until all classes are filled. If you 
know anyone who is interested in enrolling please call Lydia at 317-834-1787.  

Preschool is also offering Extended Care Monday through Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 2:45 or 
4 p.m. This program is available to any child that is enrolled in the preschool. This program 
offers children a longer day of socialization and fun activities to help prepare them for all day 
kindergarten, while also allowing parents a convenience that fits their busy schedule. Please 
call Lydia Rychtarczyk at 317-834-1787 for more information.
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Mission Committee
by DAVE NANCE

The Committee wishes to grow awareness in our congregation of the missions supported by the 
mission budget of our Church. One way of assisting in this awareness and connection is to encourage 
attendance for banquets and other activities associated with the funded missions. We were very 
impressed with the attendance by our congregation at the 2019 Churches In Mission banquet. This 
year was a record with over 30 from FUMC attending. Other similar opportunities will be available for 
Missions supported by your Missions budget.  
Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to serve God in a loving missional church. Thank God for 
His Spirit generating this Missional Church.  
Meijer has brought back the Simply Give cards for our Churches in Mission. These cards will be available 
now through Saturday, September 28. The Simply Give cards are available at each checkout in the 
Camby Meijer store, to be purchased by shoppers for $10 each. Every penny of that $10 purchase will go 
back to The Mission for use in purchasing groceries from the store at a later date.

They are offering two Double Match Days with Simply Give this fall. During Double Match Days, 
every single purchase of a $10 Simply Give Donation card is DOUBLE MATCHED by Meijer. That 
means your $10 donation instantly becomes $30 for CIM to use in purchasing food items for the 
pantry. And every $100 donation becomes $300 worth of food items…and so on!!

DOUBLE MATCH DAYS
Friday, August 30 (all day!) 

Friday, September 13 (all day!)

MISSION and MINISTRIES
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Important Donation 
Changes for CIM
Churches in Mission (CIM) is currently in a 
reorganization phase. This change will affect 
what is accepted as donations here at First 
United Methodist. 
Effective immediately:  
•  Clothing, housewares, furniture and toys will 

NOT be accepted 
•  Food and personal care products will be 

accepted 
Currently, the drop box for donations is located 
in the hallway outside of the gym. Please 
contact the office if you have any questions  
at 317.831.3376.

Dear Friends,

We at Poor Jack Amusements 
would like to express our 
gratitude for the kindness 
shown to all our employees during the 
Mooresville Old Settlers Day event. We have 
been bringing our carnival to Mooresville for 
the past 52 years and we always feel it’s like 
returning to our friends. 

Your church has always been especially kind 
and the food served is always amazing. There 
is nothing better than a church dinner. 

Once again, we thank you. 

Sincerely, Kerry R. Bohlander 
Poor Jack Amusements



Group Name Time Location Leader Start Date Description of Study

Sunday Groups
Booster Sunday School 9:45 am Room 104 Maggie Overpeck meeting now bible study
Seeker Sunday School 9:45 am Room 106 Mosier/ Sparr meeting now bible study
Friendship Class 9:45 am Room 110 Yeager/ Harris meeting now bible study
Here and Now 9:45 am Parlor Dave Nance meeting now bible study

Alcoholics Anonymous 4:00 pm Room 110 team leaders meeting now support for addiction

Tuesday Groups
Prayer Group 8:30 am Prayer Chapel team leaders meeting now Praying for our church & community
Quilters 9:00 am Parlor team leaders meeting now bring your sewing machine
Asbury Circle 1:00 pm Room 104 team leaders Sept. 17 mission-focused women’s group

Bible Study Fellow. 6:30 pm Sanctuary team leaders Sept. 10 inter-denominational women’s study

Wednesday Groups
Hand Bell Choir 5:30 pm Room 105 Rebecca Vernon September bells for 8:30 traditional worship 
Traditional Choir 6:30 pm Room 103 Rebecca Vernon September songs for 8:30 traditional worship
3rd Service Practice 6:30 pm Sanctuary Mark Hill meeting now songs for third worship service

Thursday Groups
LRE Visitation Team 9:30 am Room 104 Sandy Fanning Sept. 12, 26 meet for devotions, then visit nursing 

homes, shut-ins
2nd Service Practice 6:30 pm Sanctuary Michael Cooper meeting now songs for second worship service
Brain Injury Support 7:00 pm Room 106 Cheryl Howard Sept. 26 support for brain injury persons

Saturday Groups
Genesis 7:00 am various locations Dave Nance meeting now contact Dave Nance for location
UMMen’s Breakfast 8:00 am church team leaders Sept. 14 breakfast & devotion with sharing

Monday Groups
Visitation 6:15 pm Work Room David Klehm As needed visiting in our community
Trail Blazers 6:00 pm Parlor Cheryl Howard meeting now bible study

Henderson Mission 7:00 pm Parlor Herb Haggard Sept. 30 mission outreach locally & regionally

Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30 pm Room 110 team leaders meeting now offering support from addiction

Friday Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30 pm Parlor team leaders meeting now support for addiction

Al-Anon 7:30 pm Room 110 team leaders meeting now spouse support for addiction
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1
8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
4:00 AA 

2
OFFICE CLOSED
7:30 AA

3
8:30 Prayer
9:00 Quilting 
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool

4
7:15  Underwood 

Life Group
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
6:30 3rd Service   
        Band Practice

5
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
6:30  2nd Service  

Band Practice

6
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

7
7:00 Genesis 
Men’s Connection

8
8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
4:00 AA 
4:00  5th/6th Grade 

Youth Group
4:00 Payton Life Group

9
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
6:00 Trailblazers
6:30 Achieve
6:30  Delta  

Theta Tau
7:30 AA

10
8:30 Prayer
9:00 Quilting 
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
6:40  Bible Study 

Fellowship

11
7:15  Underwood 

Life Group 
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
6:30 3rd Service   
        Band Practice
6:30 Holy Yoga

12
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
9:30 LRE
    Visitation Team
12:30  Likely  

Literary Club
6:30  4H Pioneer 

Clovers
6:30 2nd Service 
Band Practice

13
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

14
8:00  UMM  

Breakfast

 

15  
8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
4:00 AA 
4:00  5th/6th Grade 

Youth Group
4:00 Payton Life Group

16
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
6:00 Trailblazers
6:30 Achieve
7:30 AA

17
8:30 Prayer
9:00 Quilting 
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
1:00 Asbury Circle
6:00  Wamona 

Service Unit
6:40  Bible Study 

Fellowship

18
7:15  Underwood 

Life Group 
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
6:30 3rd Service   
        Band Practice
6:30 Dementia 
Support Group
6:30 Holy Yoga

19
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
6:00 Finance
6:30  2nd Service  

Band Practice
7:00 Trustees

20
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

21
7:00 Genesis 
Men’s Connection
9:00  Boy Scout 

Training
9:00  Life Line 

Screening

22  
8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
4:00 AA
4:00  5th/6th Grade 

Youth Group
4:00 Payton Life Group

23
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
6:00 Trailblazers
6:30 Achieve
7:30 AA

24
8:30 Prayer
9:00 Quilting 
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
6:40  Bible Study 

Fellowship

25
7:15  Underwood 

Life Group 
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
4:00 Blood Drive
6:30 3rd Service   
        Band Practice
6:30 Holy Yoga
 

26
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
9:30 LRE
    Visitation Team
6:30  2nd Service  

Band Practice
7:00 Brain Injury  
     Support Group

27
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

28
7:00 Genesis 
Men’s Connection

29  
8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
4:00 AA
4:00  5th/6th Grade 

Youth Group
4:00 Payton Life Group

30
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
6:00 Trailblazers
6:30 Achieve
7:00  Henderson 

Team
7:30 AA

September 2019
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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900 Indianapolis Rd. 
Mooresville, IN 46158 
Office:	(317)	831-3376 
Address Service Requested

Getting Connected 
Don’t we all have the yearning to connect with others, to 
learn something new, to talk about our existence, to share 
our faith? Life groups are a great way to do this. Starting the 
week of September 8 some of our bible study life groups will 
once again be meeting. We will also start special interest life 
groups that pertain to our everyday life. Check out the bulletin, 
email and our website to see the days and times of the groups 
meeting and how you can get connected!


