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Upcoming Events
 May 9 Mother’s Day

 May 9 Rev. Payton Retirement Party

 May 16 “Steps for Hope”

 May 20 Last Day of Preschool

 May 23 Pentecost Sunday

 May 31 Memorial Day



MAY 2021

FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Church Friends,

I am writing you for the purpose of inviting you to come to 
our retirement party on May 9, 2021 from 1 to 3 pm in the 
fellowship hall. We would like to take the opportunity to say 
thank you for letting us serve God at First United Methodist 
Church the past 16 years. You have been a blessing to us.

I am also writing you for the purpose of sharing the following future plans for 
our church. The UMC Conference will appoint a short-term interim pastor and 
then will appoint a new senior pastor to First UMC.

I do have a retirement plan. I will no longer be able to do ministry at First 
UMC. I will not be available for pastoral duties. I will not be available to do 
funerals, weddings, or provide other pastoral duties. Your new pastor will 
begin to take care of these things.

This summer I will be going on a cross-country trail ride. I will be spending 
time with six grandkids and their parents. Yes, I will be breaking horses until 
they begin to break me! I will be on the move doing fun things.

We love you and the people of First UMC. We love the United Methodist 
Church with its special message of love and grace.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Pastor Dennis
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L.D. Payton turns 90 years old on 
May 22. Help him celebrate this day 

by sending him a birthday card. 

CELEBRATION

Thanks for all cards and 
prayers on my behalf. 
Please keep them up. 
I did not expect to go 
down this road and will 
need prayers as I go.
Ginny Kerr



WELLNESS NEWS

“When you go through deep waters, I will be with you.” Isaiah 43:2

Wellness Awareness
by CHERYL HOWARD, parish nurse

WHAT HAS THE PANDEMIC TAUGHT US?
We learned that simple pleasures can feel good!  
Cooking at home was popular again. Stores could 
not keep flour, yeast, meats, sugar on their shelves. 
Sale of home exercise equipment skyrocketed 
(Peloton saw an increase of 172 percent in sales!!!). 
Gardening, drinking teas, watching old TV shows, 
taking a nap, taking a bath, wearing comfortable 
clothing, reading books, learning a new skill 
via YouTube all became new options as 7 in 10 
Americans worked from home in 2020. Let’s not 
lose this momentum. Share what simple pleasure 
you discovered during this time! 

EASE INFLAMMATION
There is growing evidence that 
ingredients in tart cherries may ease 
both inflammation and insomnia. 
Recent research has found that 
tart cherry juice can “slow the 
progression of osteoarthritis via 
decreased inflammation and 
reduced cartilage degradation.”    

LOWER YOUR RISK
Numerous studies have linked diets rich 
in nuts to lower risk of cardiovascular 
disease and many cancers. Substituting 
nuts for meat, dairy products and eggs 
results in fewer deaths from heart 
disease (Journal of the American Heart 
Association, Feb. 2021). Peanut butter, 
on the other hand, was not protective.    

ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES 
You may be seeing more information about ACE – Adverse Childhood Experiences. They are 
defined as difficult experiences that you may have had when you were young, under the age 
of 18. We now see they can put you at risk for heart disease, depression, addiction and other 
illnesses. About 35 percent of people have had four or more adverse childhood experiences.  
These can be caused from abuse, neglect or household dysfunction. Recognizing you have 
experienced this can help you understand how your life and experiences shape you. Find a 
trusted person to talk to and guide you to seek help as needed. Call on a Stephen’s Minister  
or Coach or Parish Nurse. You can turn this around to create a healthier you.

COMMUNICATION
Communication is the key to any successful 
outcome! Your MD only knows what you tell 
them. If you are experiencing a change in your 
physical or emotional “normal” please share 
this with your MD. If you have been wondering, 
“why is this happening,” please share this with 
your MD. If you are now experiencing “what your 
parents had” please share this with your MD. If a 
new treatment has not been helping, don’t give 
up. Please share this with your MD. We all have 
gut instincts, funny nudglings, strange feelings, 
Holy Spirit taps on the shoulder. Don’t ignore 
them. Please share them with your MD!
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Job 10 finds Job struggling with the recent 
catastrophic events in his life, even as his 

“friends” continue to point out that the disaster is 
“all Job’s fault”. Job finds himself depressed –  
“I loathe my very life”, disillusioned –“in the 
bitterness of my soul”, defensive – “tell me what 
charges you have against me.” YET Job knows 
none of this has happened outside of the LORD’s 
authority. “Your hands shaped me and made 
me. Remember You molded me like clay. You 
gave me life and showed me kindness, and in 
Your Providence watched over me.” Job in deep 
anguish turned to the LORD for help. Job placed 
his trust in the LORD.

Charles Spurgeon wrote that perhaps the trials of life are designed to illuminate and 
exercise our faith. He writes, “Love is too often like a glowworm, showing but little light 
except in the middle of surrounding darkness. Hope itself is like a star – not to be seen in 
the sunshine of prosperity, and only to be discovered in the night of adversity.” Our faith 
is not as visible in the mild summer days BUT it leaps out in the blast of a winter storm. 

Our attitude, like Job’s, indicates the strength of our faith in the midst of trials. In 
fact, our faith is revealed AND grows in the midst of sanctified trials. Have you turned 
your trials over to the LORD? Have you cried out to the LORD, like Job, asking WHY 
ME? HE doesn’t think less of us when we cry out to HIM. In fact, it’s the beginning of 
communication with the LORD. 

Remember we are in training for the war against the evil one. Have you put on your 
armor from Ephesians 6? Now it’s time to get into spiritual soldier shape by long marches 
carrying full packs, fording streams, swimming through rivers, climbing mountains, 
walking weary miles. 

Can the Prayer Team help you along in your training? Can the Prayer Team pray for you in 
specific ways? Can the Prayer Team provide you with encouragement along the way?

The Prayer Team is ready to pray for you confidentially and quietly.

In Christ’s service, 
Cathy Mosier for the Prayer Team

PRAYER and STEPHEN MINISTRY
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 Christ
   Over
Violence
   Isolation
 Disease 



MISSION and MINISTRIES

Mission Committee Update
by DAVE NANCE, chair
Your Mission Committee is driven by a calling to serve the needs in 
our local community. We need to know what you know. Do you know 
of a mission that needs volunteers or really needs a boost? Do you 
want information on where to volunteer your time and skills? 

Your Mission committee would really like to hear from you. We especially want to hear from 
anyone closely involved with our local missions. As a Church, we provide some financial support 
to many of the local missions. We have many of us/you directly involved with those missions.  
As a committee we would like to bring the two together to get your input, determine what our 
missions really need, review our current contributions of people and funding, and provide you 
with more information about the needs.  
Please send a message to nance.david@att.net or contact others on the committee. You can 
attend a meeting, or one of our members could meet directly with you to discuss your thought 
and concerns.  
Thank you Church. Be praying and looking for more opportunities in the near future.  

United Methodist Women
by CHERYLL HOWELL
What beautiful weather we have had. Too bad (Mother Nature) is 
so unpredictable. Hold off on those flowers, girls!
Things may be coming back to normal soon. But, what will the new 
normal be? It’s anyone’s guess. We are “planning” now, but nothing 
is definite. It is definite that we will be helping with the retirement 
party for the Paytons. We all hate to see them leave. Please join us 
to celebrate this happy event for them. Think of the ‘grand’ times, 
the horse times, and the just sit back and thank God times for all 
they have given us. They have provided so much to our church and 
individual lives.

• Friday, May 7, we will be having a meeting to discuss ideas for 
action. We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m.

• Sunday, May 9, is the special day for giving the Paytons a 
grand send-off. Be sure to be there for them.

• Saturday, May 15, Saturday we will have the shredding truck 
here again. Be sure you tell your friends about it and take 
advantage of the opportunity. It will be a ‘donation’ event.

Don’t forget that we are still collecting aluminum cans. Every little  
bit helps us to give back to our community and church. Go out and 
enjoy the days people. God’s greatest gifts are at our feet, out our 
door and in the air. 
Looking forward to seeing you all!

Paper 
Shredding 
Fundraiser
Clean out those cabinets. 
It’s time to do some 
shredding!
A Shred-it truck will be 
available at First United 
Methodist Church on 
Saturday, May 15, 2021, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. 
No cardboard, binders  
or plastic.
Paper clips, staples, 
folders accepted.
Monetary donations 
accepted and will go 
toward United Methodist 
Women and their 
ministries.



Churches in Mission
by DALE DEPOY
We finished 2020 annual reporting to all the appropriate government agencies. The pandemic could 
have been a financial nightmare, BUT God provided. Churches in Mission (CIM) received a $265,000 
grant from United Way. With this grant we increased our infrastructure by purchasing cooling units so 
CIM could handle frozen foods and dairy products. We were also able to obtain more food products 
to help our neighbors. In 2020, CIM provided services to 2,323 households (or 7,265 individuals). 
Expenditures for this program totaled $346,000. CIM also invested $21,000 education and training 
through Hope House. Hope House provided 14 educational programs to 87 individuals in spite of the 
pandemic. We do have individuals that use our training to become better parents and improve their 
quality of life. Hope House operates and shares space in the former Nazarene Church with other non-
profit organizations. What an accomplishment for both programs! Our Church continues to be a very 
valuable donor and it is appreciated. Our Church does make a difference for so many,

CIM started year 2021 with $80,000 United Way grant dollars carried over from last year. These funds 
will allow CIM to restock in May as the summer approaches. CIM operations are at budget levels for 
the first quarter of 2021. That is also good news.

As you may know, CIM’s former Executive Director, David Mauer, resigned. Susan Haynes will fill that 
role in the interim. Thanks to Mooresville Schools for “sharing” Susan during the transition out of the 
pandemic – such a very sensitive time for many.  

Needs of CIM:
CLOTHING – Teenage boys clothing and tennis shoes/sneakers for all kids.  
VOLUNTEERS – We will really need trucks, trailers and “muscle” on May 15, the day we transport 
massive quantities of food from stores to restock our Mooresville and Martinsville shelves. 
BOARD MEMBERS – CIM has some board of director slots open and is looking for 
individuals willing to share their time, treasurers, and talents. Although not required, the 
board does need facility management/construction, legal, Human Resource expertise. 
Contact Dale DePoy for more information.  

MISSION and MINISTRIES
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Here for YOU!
BY JASON COX

Hello friends. It’s spring time again in Indiana! The youth would like to be of service in our 
communities this spring by helping with yard work and general home maintenance. If you, or 
someone you know, has any work that needs done around the house, please contact Jason at 
317-513-6484. Also, the youth are collecting gently used clothes for the age range 12 to 18. 
This mission helps Churches in Mission. If you have any clothes that you would like to donate 
for this age group, please see Kim in the office. Thank you for your continued support of our 
youth program and we look forward to serving you.
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Ms. Linda  
PRE-K MORNING CLASS
Kayden Armpriester

Cason DeWitt
Nora Elliott
Ava Farmer

Presley Griffith
Georgia Hester
Gavin Roberts

Adalynn Squires
Ezra Yost

Ms. Angie
PRE-K MORNING CLASS

Autumn Brown
Everett Burgess

Sydney Hohlt
Piper Hohlt

Keelan Jackson
Sarah Long

Lilian Morning
Chrystine Roberts-Clem

Sullivan Simpson
Elijah Smith

Ms. Pam
PRE-K MORNING CLASS

Leland Bezy
Evan Compton
Carson Gregory

Henley Lloyd
Emily Jackson
Callie Klemple
Cohen Jahnke

Chandler Pelham
Makenna Ritchey

Ms. Linda  
PRE-K AFTERNOON CLASS

Sophia Best
Graclynn Burgess

Christopher Cunningham
Bentley Daniels
Paisley Daniels

Lilly Hoff
Cole Ison

Nixin Kutchback
Everett “Abel” Lane

Ava Rottner
Madelyn Wise

Congratulations to the 2021 graduating class Congratulations to the 2021 graduating class 
of Tomorrow’s Promise Preschool!of Tomorrow’s Promise Preschool!

Opportunities
by JASON COX
As you know, our church has recently upgraded our online streaming presence and we 
are reaching more people than ever!  With that blessing comes the opportunity for the 
congregation to begin stepping into new positions to provide this amazing new service. 
We are looking for sound technicians as well as media technicians to fill those spots. 
While the term “technician” can sound very…well “technical”…it actually just involves 
learning a new skill. The Bible says in 1 Peter 4:10, “As each has received a gift,  
use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”  
Our church has received a great gift so  
that we can share God’s Word, but we  
need people to step into these positions  
to serve one another. 
If you would like to answer this call to service, 
please contact Kim at 317-831-3376 or  
office@mooresvillefumc.org.

Thank you, 
Jason

Join us for an audio/video/media 
“open house” on Wed., May 12 
at 6 p.m. We will be discussing 

what each area involves and have 
a small demonstration. 



STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
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Moving Ahead
by ZACH FURNISS, sprc chairperson  

On March 30, our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Aleze Fulbright, joined the SPRC to discuss 
Pastor Dennis’s upcoming retirement, what it means for our church, and the next steps in the 
transition. I would like to share the following key topics that were discussed.

First regarding Pastor Dennis, he will be greatly missed, as he has been such a blessing to 
our church. May 9 is Dennis’s last Sunday preaching at FUMC Mooresville. There will be a 
retirement celebration on the afternoon of May 9 from 1 to 3 p.m. and all are invited to attend.

Rather than transition directly to a permanent pastor to replace Pastor Dennis, there will be an 
interim pastor appointed by the district to serve at our church. The interim pastor will conduct 
the regular tasks and responsibilities of the Sr. Pastor. In addition, he or she will be of great 
value in the pastoral transition through a process of consulting and discovery to identify the 
strengths for our church and opportunities within our community. The interim pastor will start 
June 1, 2021 and is planned to be in the position until June 30, 2022.  

In the fall, the SPRC will begin working on our church’s Appointment Profile which will be 
utilized during the permanent pastoral appointment. This profile will describe our church,  
our community, and our vision for what we want to be. It will be submitted to the district in 
January 2022, and our Bishop will appoint our new pastor in the springtime. It is planned that 
he or she will start at FUMC Mooresville on July 1, 2022.

The committee and I look forward to hearing from you. We will be creating feedback sharing 
opportunities as we begin the appointment profile process in the fall, and I will continue to share 
new information as it becomes available. We appreciate your feedback, support, and most 
importantly prayer throughout this process. As Pastor Dennis always says, “God’s got a plan!”

Blessings, 
Zach Furniss
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Group Name Time Location Leader Start Date Description of Study

Sunday Groups
Seeker Sunday School 9:45 am Room 106 Mosier Meeting Now Bible study
Friendship Class 9:45 am Parlor Yeager / Harris Meeting Now Bible study
Here and Now 10:00 am Virtual Dave Nance Meeting Now Bible study
Alcoholics Anonymous 4:00 pm Room 110 Team Leaders Meeting Now Support for addiction

Monday Groups
Henderson Mission 7:00 pm Parlor Herb Haggard TBA Mission outreach locally & regionally
Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30 pm Room 110 Team Leaders Meeting Now Support for addiction

Tuesday Groups
Prayer Group 8:30 am Off-site Team Leaders Meeting Now Praying for our church & community
Quilters 9:00 am Parlor Team Leaders Meeting Now Bring your sewing machine
Men’s Group 8:00 pm Room 112 Jason Cox Meeting Now Bible study/support group

Wednesday Groups
Trailblazers 1:00 pm Parlor Cheryl Howard Meeting Now Bible study
Hand Bell Choir 5:30 pm Sanctuary Rebecca Vernon Meeting Now Bells for 8:30 traditional worship 
Caretaker Support 6:30 pm Room 104 Mary Craig May 19 Caretaker support for dementia

9:45 Service Practice 6:30 pm Room 103 Mark Hill Meeting Now Songs for third worship service

Thursday Groups
LRE Visitation Team 9:30 am Room 104 Sandy Fanning May 13 & 27 Meet for devotions, then visit  

nursing homes, shut-ins
Brain Injury Support 7:00 pm Room 106 Cheryl Howard May 27 Support for brain injury persons
Fitness Class 7:00 pm Gym Brittney Sease Meeting Now Aerobic fitness class for anyone

Friday Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30 pm Parlor Team Leaders Meeting Now Support for addiction
Al-Anon 7:30 pm Room 110 Team Leaders Meeting Now Spouse support for addiction

Saturday Groups
Bran N Shorts Men’s Group 7:00 am Virtual Dave Nance Meeting Now Coffee & discussion 
UMMen’s Breakfast 8:00 am Parlor Team Leaders Not Meeting Breakfast & devotion with sharing
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2  
8:30 & 9:45 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
4:00 AA
4:00  5th/6th Grade 

Youth
5:00  7th-12th Grade 

Youth

3
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
7:30 AA

4
8:30  Prayer   

Off-site
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
9:00 Quilters
8:00  Young Men’s 

Group

5
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
1:00  Trailblazers
5:30 Bell Practice
6:30  Worship Team 

Practice

6
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
7:00 Fitness Class

7
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

8

9  
Mother’s Day
8:30 & 9:45 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
1:00 Retirement Party
4:00 AA

10
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
7:00 Delta Theta Tau
7:30 AA

11
8:30  Prayer   

Off-site
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
9:00 Quilters
8:00  Young Men’s 

Group

12 
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
1:00  Trailblazers
5:30 Bell Practice
6:30  Worship Team 

Practice

13
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
9:30 LRE Team
1:00 Likely Club
6:30 4H Clovers
7:00 Fitness Class

14
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

15

16  
8:30 & 9:45 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
2:00  Steps for  

Hope
4:00 AA
4:00  5th/6th Grade 

Youth
5:00  7th-12th Grade 

Youth

17
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
6:30  Preschool 

Graduation
7:30 AA

18
8:30  Prayer  

Off-site
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
9:00 Quilters
6:30  Preschool 

Graduation
8:00  Young Men’s 

Group

19
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool 
1:00  Trailblazers
5:30 Bell Practice
6:30  Worship Team 

Practice
6:30  Preschool  

Graduation
6:30  Caretaker  

Support Group

20
9:00 Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
1:00 Book Club
6:30  Preschool 

Graduation 
7:00 Fitness Class

21
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

22

23  
8:30 & 9:45 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
4:00 AA
4:00  5th/6th Grade 

Youth
5:00  7th-12th Grade 

Youth

24
7:30 AA

25
8:30  Prayer  

Off-site
9:00 Quilters
8:00  Young Men’s 

Group

26 
1:00  Trailblazers
5:30 Bell Practice
6:30  Worship Team 

Practice

27
9:30 LRE Team
7:00  Brain Injury 

Support Group
7:00 Fitness Class

28
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

29

30  
8:30 & 9:45 Worship
9:45  Children & Adult 

Sunday School
4:00 AA

31
7:30 AA
OFFICE CLOSED

MAY 2021
 Sunday    Monday     Tuesday      Wednesday        Thursday            Friday            Saturday



900 Indianapolis Rd. 
Mooresville, IN 46158 
Office: (317) 831-3376 
Address Service Requested

The Jackson Center’s Walk
The Jackson Center’s annual fundraising walk, Steps for Hope, 
is scheduled for Sunday, May 16. Registration and family friendly 
activities kick off at First United Methodist Church at 1 p.m. 
At 2 p.m., attendees will walk one lap around Pioneer Park 
and then return to the church for another hour of festivities. 
Pre-registration is not required. Donations are accepted either 
through the Jackson Center Facebook page, or at https://
thejacksoncenter-stepsforhope.myevent.com/. You may also  

call the Jackson Center at 317-834-0200 to make a credit card donation or mail a check to 
802 N. Samuel Moore Parkway, Mooresville, IN 46158. Donations will also be accepted the 
day of the walk. 

Family friendly activities will include Silly Sarafis, a balloon twister, the Kona Ice truck and 
adapted yard games for the kids! There may also be some surprise appearances along 
the walk route! Every dollar counts toward our $40,000 goal. Money raised is used to help 
maintain affordable tuition for the kids who attend the Jackson Center. 


