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FUMC Connect

… THE OLD  
HAS GONE,  
THE NEW IS HERE!  
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 



FROM THE PASTOR
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Dear Church Friends,

Paul writing to the Corinthian church said, ”Therefore,  
if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold all things have become new”  
(II Corinthians 5:17).

The year 2020 has been a creative year, but it will soon be over. We are 
excited about the new year. We are beginning to pray over 2021 and 
preparing our hearts to see God answering prayers.

In the new year, we expect God to answer our prayers in a variety of ways.  
Be joyful in hope, patient in creative days, and faithful in prayer. (Psalm 4:1)

Sometimes when we pray and make a request to God, the answer could 
surprise us. Whatever God’s answer is will work for our good in 2021. 
(Romans 8:28)

When timing is not right in the new year, God will say slow down. There 
is a big difference between a delay and a denial. No and not yet are not 
the same thing, and learning and accepting the difference shows spiritual 
maturity. Isaiah said wait on the Lord and expect God to renew your 
strength. We will mount up with wings as eagles, run and not be weary; 
walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

In the new year when we are not right, God will say grow. You are not ready 
for that new ministry. God has some unfinished work to do in our lives. 
Sometimes we have to grow up before we are ready for that next step of 
faith. We are not to remain as children but to grow up in every way into 
Christ. (Ephesians 4:14)

When the request is right, the timing is right, we are right, then God says 
Go! Go do what? Go make Christian disciples. Go share God’s love in 2021. 
(Matthew 28:19-20)

Happy New Year! 
Pastor Dennis

JANUARY 2021



“What is the relation of [contemplation] to action? Simply this. He who  
attempts to act and do things for others or for the world without deepening  
his own self-understanding, freedom, integrity, and capacity to love will not have  
anything to give others.”  – Thomas Merton, American Trappist 

When I read this quote, all I could think of is “put your own oxygen mask on first and then help 
others.” If you do not take care of yourself, you will have nothing to give. Taking care of yourself 
happens in many ways, physically, spiritually, emotionally. It is also different for each of us. Make a 
list of actions that increase your self-worth or growth and place it where you can see it every day.  
Simple acts will make a difference: prayer, walking, reading, intentional breathing, devotionals, 
talking with a friend, rearranging a closet!! Taking a step back from “others” will allow you to give 
more when you return. Take time as we start this New Year to ask yourself what you CAN do to 
take care of yourself. 

WELLNESS NEWS

Wellness Awareness
by CHERYL HOWARD, parish nurse

MOORESVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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FLU OR COVID?
As we are heading into flu season, how do we know 
the difference? Cough and difficulty breathing 
were common in both COVID-19 and flu, but more 
patients in the flu group reported a productive 
cough. In contrast, fatigue, gastrointestinal (GI) 
symptoms, and muscle aching were more common 
in COVID-19. Key symptoms they reported to be 
different between the two are the loss of taste or 
smell as COVID-19 symptoms. One key thing to 
note is that people with COVID-19 do not develop 
symptoms right away as compared to those with the 
flu. The CDC recommends testing to differentiate 
between symptoms of flu and COVID-19. 

Intentional breathing is nothing 
fancy – it is counting as you 
take a breath in and then 
counting when you exhale. 
Did you know that if you exhale 
twice as long as you inhale, 
you increase the “feel good 
hormones” in your brain?  

LAUGHTER YOGA
The beneficial impact of yoga has been widely known for 
centuries. There is new research that adding Laughter Yoga to 
your daily self-care is greatly beneficial to your immune system 
and your sense of wellbeing! It has been shown to create a 
positive attitude, increase compassion and sensitivity and help  
you cope with everyday situations! I found several YouTube 
examples of this – check it out. I am also reading “Laughter Yoga” 
by Dr. Madan Kataria. We all need more laughter as we begin 2021!

SERVICE ANIMAL
You may have read that support animals on 
planes have been defined as “Dogs” that 
have been certified as “Service Dogs.”  
(No more peacocks, mice, cats, turtles, etc.)  
A therapy animal is trained to provide 
psychological support in places such as 
hospitals or schools. An emotional support 
animal is prescribed by a health professional 
to provide comfort to it’s owner. A service 
animal is one that is individually trained to 
do work or perform tasks for the benefit of a 
person with a disability. All types of therapy 
animals are especially important and have 
great benefits to their owners. But only 
service dogs will be allowed on planes.  



PRAYER and STEPHEN MINISTRY
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The Prophet Jeremiah wrote the book of 
Lamentations during an especially “creative” 
time in Israel’s history. The verses describe 
disasters both personal and collective. 
Jeremiah writes of an enemy intent upon the 
total annihilation of the chosen people. In fact, 
Jeremiah says in Lamentations 3, “I am the 
man who has seen affliction by the rod of the 
LORD’s wrath.” As you read chapter 3, it’s an 
unflinching accounting of horror upon horror. 
Until you get to verse 20, “I well remember 
them, and my soul is downcast within me.” 
Here’s the turning point. Right here Jeremiah 
remembers whose he is verse in 21, “Yet 
this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 
22Because of the LORD’s great love we are 
not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
23They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. 24I say to myself, ‘The LORD is  
my portion; therefore I will wait for him.’”  
In the midst of despair and chaos and defeat 
Jeremiah reminds himself and us just who 
holds all of creation and all of the future in 
HIS ALMIGHTY HANDS. Unfortunately, it’s 
not going to be easy. Unfortunately, it’s not 
going to be quick. Unfortunately, it won’t 
necessarily be the outcome we would choose. 
BUT GOD’s great love sustains us. BUT 
GOD’s great compassions never fail. BUT 
GOD’s mercies are new every morning.  
(Biblical Historian Jerome lists the author of the 
book of Lamentations as the Prophet Jeremiah) 

As we enter January 2021, will we turn to the 
LORD and HIS GREAT MERCIES? Will we claim 
HIS promises for our children, our loved ones 
ourselves? Hopefully we won’t be like King 
Jehoash in 2 Kings 13:18-19. GOD through the 
prophet Elisha, told Jehoash to strike the ground 
with an arrow, for the victory over Aram, and 
Jehoash hit the ground three times. He got some 

of GOD”S blessing, BUT he did not get GOD’s 
BEST. Elisha intended Jehoash to strike the 
ground many more times and thus ensure the 
complete destruction of Aram by the Israelites. 
Do we claim ALL the fullness of the promise and 
all the possibilities of believing prayer? 

Paul challenges us to trust in JESUS, “Unto Him 
who is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
ALL that we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20). There 
is no other such piling up of words in Paul’s 
writings and each word is packed with infinite 
love and power to “do” for His praying children. 
Just like Jehoash He will do just as much for us 
as we let Him do in us. In the very midst of the 
tempest, Christ’s power washes us with His own 
blood, fills us with His Holy Spirit, and works for 
us in every crisis, every circumstance and every 
adversary. Will you trust HIM and His Almighty 
Hands to hold you? Will you claim His mercies 
which are new every morning?

GOD’s great good news reminds us that each 
morning we have the opportunity to begin 
the day with a clean slate. We can’t rely on 
yesterday’s accomplishments to “roll over” to 
today. Thank GOD yesterday’s mistakes need 
not “roll over” either.

As we turn the page on 2020 and begin the 
next chapter of 2021 REMEMBER – BUT GOD’s 
great love sustains us. BUT GOD’s great 
compassions never fail. BUT GOD’s mercies are 
new every morning.

2021 is a new year to learn more about this 
great GOD who loves you and gave His only 
Son so that in our sinfulness we might come to 
live ETERNALLY with Him.

I pray you come to know HIM better.

In Christ’s service, Cathy

JANUARY 2021

Turn To the Lord in 2021
by CATHY MOSIER
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Mission Committee Update
by DAVE NANCE
The Mission Committee has been blessed to see how God works through 
your giving to local missions. The mission activity in our community this 
year has been exceptional. Some missions received unexpected support 
and others needed some extra assistance. Thankfully your gifts were able 

to be used to assist with some of those additional needs.  

In December, 220 Christmas food sacks were delivered 
to the elementary schools. Larry and Connie Scott lead 
this effort. From the Scott’s, “A humbling day hearing 
and seeing the struggles of our local schools during these 
creative days. These food sacks mean far more than you 
could ever know.” Thank you Church! 

An initial contact with Pack Away Hunger in Indianapolis 
in December somehow spun into 36 units/case, 33 cases, 
over 1000 pounds, 7000 meals of a rice based fortified 
product, Nutri Plenty. Pack Away Hunger donated this 
amount to FUMC for distribution locally. Following 
pre-arranged coordination, 30 cases were delivered 
to Churches In Mission, with 3 cases going to other 
missions/ministries in our community.  

Contact with Northern Morgan County Christmas 
Assistance Program (NMCCAP) and Churches in Mission 
(CIM) identified additional needs in our community. 
Additional supplies and funding were used to assist in 
meeting those identified needs. CIM has been doing an 
awesome job of addressing the increasing needs in our 
community. NMCCAP also did awesome work for those 
in need at Christmas. 

Many thanks to our congregation members working directly with CIM, NMCCAP, the  
Free Clinic and others as they provide hands and feet to serving the needs of our community.    

Praise God! What a blessing to serve God and neighbors as The Church.  

MISSION and MINISTRIES
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Here and Now Class Starts a New Study
by DAVE NANCE
The Here and Now class will be starting a new study in January, 
“Dare to Dream, a God-Sized Mission Statement”, from 
 Pastor Mike Slaughter. All are welcome to attend!

The class meets on Sunday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. The 
class structure is fellowship and discussion focused. There is a 
fellowship and gathering time followed by viewing a short video 
from the author that corresponds to the chapter that will be 
discussed. The video greatly aids in the book discussion. Books 
for this class are available online and in the Kindle format, but are 
not needed to participate in the class due to the use of the video, 
found on Amplify.  

Please contact David Nance at nance.david@att.net to inquire about the class and to be 
added to the email invitation for the Zoom meeting. Everyone is welcome.  

Preschool News
by LYDIA RYCHTARCZYK

January brings some of our favorite preschool themes; dinosaurs, space and 
sports. You can be sure the preschool hallway floor will have the length of a T-rex 
on it, plus lots of dinos roaring in the classrooms. We will also be learning about 
different sports played in America and other countries. The end of the month, we 
will ride a rocket ship that takes us to Mars! Exciting things are happening at our 
school this month.

Registration has started for the 2021-2022 school year. Find an Intent-to-Register 
form on page 11.
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Beginning Wednesday, Jan. 6  
at 7 p.m., Jason Cox will be 
starting a new interactive weekly 
livestream called Illumination. This 
live, 4-week series will be focused 
on teaching you how to use 
strategies and tools to discover 
biblical principles in context 
as they applied to the original 
audience, as well as how to apply 
those principles to your life today.  

This will be an interactive, live 
event on Mooresville FUMC’s 
Facebook page as well as being 
broadcast through Zoom for 
questions and comments. If  
you’re interested in the class, 
make sure to log into Facebook 
on January 6 at 7 p.m. For more 
details contact Jason Cox at  
Jason@mooresvillefumc.org.

There are so many ways you can 
serve your church. Some can be done 
from your home or with a very small 
group of individuals. Below is a list 
of ministries you may be able to be a 
part of that makes a difference within 
our church or our community. 

GRIEF MINISTRY – A card ministry 
that sends words of comfort to those 
who have lost loved ones within our 
church family. 

MEDIA – A ministry that runs media for 
Sunday morning worship services.

AUDIO – A ministry that runs sound 
for Sunday morning worship services. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER –  
A rotating ministry that assists with 
teaching our children at 9:45 a.m.  
on Sunday morning.

VIDEOGRAPHER – Responsible for 
livesteaming Sunday morning  
worship and uploading to our  
online resources.

Contact the church office at  
office@mooresvillefumc.org or  
317-831-3376 for more information.
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Thank you for prayers, 
phone visits, greetings 
during recent recovery 
activity. Appreciate your 
special cares/concerns. 
FUMC is thoughtful/
wonderful church family.  
              – Marge Snider
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Sermon Series for January
JAN. 3 

“In The Beginning Was the Word” 
  John 1:1-9
JAN. 10 

“Beginning of The Good News” 
  Mark 1:4-11

JAN. 17 
“Beginning to See Greater Things” 

  John 1:43-51
JAN. 24 

“Beginning to Call Disciples” 
  Mark 1:14-20

JAN. 31 
“Beginning a New Teaching”  

  Mark 1:21-28

Church Reopening
The Bishop will allow us to open 
church for in-person worship in 2021. 
First United Methodist has tentatively 
decided that worship services will be 
offered in person on Sunday, Jan. 17, 

2021. The service times will be 8:30, 9:45 and 11:10 a.m. 
All precautions will be in place, including wearing a mask 
in the building. Children’s worship, 3 yrs. to 6th grade, 
will take place at 9:45 a.m. 

We will still be offering online worship on our YouTube 
channel, Facebook page and at MooresvilleFUMC.org. 

Ash Wednesday is on Feb. 17, 2021 
and we are looking forward to 

celebrating Lent together.
No matter the church building 

status, we would like to continue 
providing a Fish and Loaves meal  

on Wednesday nights. Just provided 
in a different style.

Meal reservations will be taken by 
Mondays at 11:30 a.m. and pick-
up will be made on Wednesdays 

between 5:15 to 6:15 p.m.
Watch for more details in January. 
All safety precautions will be taken to 

prepare and pass out the meals.  

L E N T 
2 0 2 1



Group Name Time Location Leader Start Date Description of Study

Sunday Groups
Seeker Sunday School 9:45 am Room 106 Mosier / Sparr Meeting Now Bible study
Friendship Class 9:45 am Room 110 Yeager / Harris Not Meeting Bible study
Here and Now 10:00 am Virtual Dave Nance Meeting Now Bible study
Advent Study 11:10 am Virtual Zach Furniss Meeting Now Bible study

Alcoholics Anonymous 4:00 pm Virtual Team Leaders Meeting Now Support for addiction

Monday Groups
Visitation 6:15 pm Work Room David Klehm As needed Visiting in our community
Henderson Mission 7:00 pm Parlor Herb Haggard TBA Mission outreach locally & regionally
Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30 pm Virtual team leaders Meeting Now Support for addiction

Tuesday Groups
Prayer Group 8:30 am Off-site Team Leaders Meeting Now Praying for our church & community
Quilters 9:00 am Parlor Team Leaders Resume in Jan. Bring your sewing machine
Men’s Group 8:00 pm Room 112 Jason Cox Resume in Jan. Bible study/support group

Wednesday Groups
Trailblazers 1:00 pm Virtual Cheryl Howard Meeting Now Bible study
Hand Bell Choir 5:30 pm Sanctuary Rebecca Vernon Meeting Now Bells for 8:30 traditional worship 
Traditional Choir 6:30 pm Room 103 Rebecca Vernon Not Meeting Songs for 8:30 traditional worship
9:45 Service Practice 6:30 pm Sanctuary Chaylyn Thompson Meeting Now Songs for second worship service

Caretaker Support 6:30 pm Room 104 Mary Craig Check with leader Caretaker support for dementia

11:10 Service Practice 6:30 pm Room 103 Mark Hill Meeting Now Songs for third worship service

Thursday Groups
LRE Visitation Team 9:30 am Room 104 Sandy Fanning Check with leader Meet for devotions, then visit  

nursing homes, shut-ins
Brain Injury Support 7:00 pm Room 106 Cheryl Howard Check with leader Support for brain injury persons
Fitness Class 7:00 pm Gym Brittney Sease Check with leader Aerobic fitness class for anyone

Friday Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30 pm Virtual Team Leaders Meeting Now Support for addiction
Al-Anon 7:30 pm Virtual Team Leaders Meeting Now Spouse support for addiction

Saturday Groups
Bran N Shorts Men’s Group 7:00 am Virtual Dave Nance Meeting Now Coffee & discussion 
UMMen’s Breakfast 8:00 am Parlor Team Leaders Not Meeting Breakfast & devotion with sharing
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TOMORROW’S PROMISE PRESCHOOL 
900 Indianapolis Road, Mooresville, Indiana 46158, 317-834-1787 

preschool@mooresvillefumc.org 
 
 

INTENT TO REGISTER 2021 - 2022 SCHOOL YEAR 
Tomorrow’s Promise Preschool is preparing for the 2021–2022 school year. Listed below are the classes offered, the 
birthday cut-off schedule, and tuition amounts.  Children should be toilet trained to attend any Preschool classes. 
Your child will be enrolled in the age appropriate class in the order in which the intent to register application is returned.   A 
completed, signed, intent-to-register form and payment of the non-refundable $50 registration fee assures class 
enrollment. The completed form can be put in the tuition box or returned to me.  If you have any questions, please contact me 
at 317-834-1787 or email the school at preschool@mooresvillefumc.org 
 
Keeping Christ in our Hearts - Lydia Rychtarczyk, Director   
 
Please Print Child’s Name___________________________________________________________________________ 
    Last    First   Middle 
 
Birth Date _____________  M____ F____ 
 
Address ______________________________________________ City ______________ Zip Code ___________ 
 
Parent(s) Names: ___________________________________  Phone # _________________________________ 
 
Attached is my $50 registration fee ______________  I will pay my $50 registration fee by May 1st ____________ 
 
I understand that the registration fee is non-refundable ______________________________________________________ 
         Signature Date 
E-mail address____________________________________ 
 

YOUNG 3 YEAR OLDS 
Birthday falls between July 1, 2018 – December  2018 

         Monthly Tuition  Total Contract 
Tuesday & Thursday Mornings, 9:00 – 11:30   _________  $100  $1,000 
(This class must have 8 children enrolled to open) 
 

OLDER 3s & YOUNGER 4s 
Birthday falls between August 2, 2017 – June 30, 2018 

         Monthly Tuition  Total Contract  
Mon., Wed., & Fri. Mornings, 9:00 – 11:30   _________   $150  $1,500 
Mon., Wed., & Fri. Afternoons, 12:15 – 2:45   _________  $150  $1,500 
(These classes must have 13 children enrolled to open) 
  

PRE-K CLASS (4 & 5s) 
Birthday falls between August 1, 2016 – August 1, 2017 

Please see other side regarding Kindergarten Cut-Off Dates 
         Monthly Tuition  Total Contract 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs Mornings, 9:00 – 11:30  __________  $175  $1,750 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Afternoons 12:15 – 2:45  __________  $175  $1,750 
(These classes must have 15 children enrolled to open) 
 
 
For Office: Date Received __________ Reg. Fee paid _____  Check # ___________  Placed on List ________ 
  File Made ___________  Reminder Sent __________ 12/30/19 

PLEASE CONTACT LYDIA REGARDING KINDERGARTEN CUT-OFF DATES



900 Indianapolis Rd. 
Mooresville, IN 46158 
Office: (317) 831-3376 
Address Service Requested

Participate in a life groupParticipate in a life group
Help with a church ministryHelp with a church ministry
Invite a neighborInvite a neighbor
Participate in a life group
Help with a church ministry
Invite a neighbor

Participate in a life group

Help with a church ministry

Invite a neighbor


