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Dear Church Friends:

This Christmas look at II Corinthians 9:15, “Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift.”

God‘s gift to you this Christmas is priceless. God came to earth with you in 
mind. This Christmas God gives you everything you need to live a Christian 
life. God gives you the gift of eternal life that will never wear out.

The Gift of Jesus is God’s own son – He will heal all your deepest hurts, 
forgive every mistake you have ever made and help you understand the 
purpose for which you were born. Jesus in your life will make you a better 
person, fill your life with joy and secure your future in heaven.

Do not go another Christmas without accepting and unwrapping God’s gift 
to you. We know an unopened gift, no matter how wonderful, is worthless.

The Christmas song tells us how to 
open this gift with these words,  

“Be near me Lord Jesus, I ask thee to 
stay, close by me forever and love me 
I pray; bless all thy dear children in 
thy tender care, and fit us for heaven 
to live with thee there.”

Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Dennis

Advent Study
Our Advent study starts now and will 
follow along with the Sunday sermons. 
There are two virtual classes on Sunday 

and one on Wednesday. If you cannot attend 
one of these, you can still join in the study 
by getting a study guide from the office and 
watching the video online. We hope you take 
advantage of this church-wide study. 

Christmas Eve
Our Christmas Eve service will be  
Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. on our Website, 
Facebook page or YouTube channel. 
We will be giving out Christmas Eve 
packets so you can participate with 
us that evening from home. Please 
watch for a time and date to pick 
those up at church.



OUR HEALTH & SPIRITUALITY
What does “spiritual” have to do with 
health? Spirituality has a positive impact on 
our mental and physical health. People who 
are spiritual tend to be happy and content 
with what they have. This sense of well-
being contributes to physical health too. 
Pause for a moment and PONDER the 
spirituality of Mary, mother of Jesus. She 
prayed – she paid attention to the Holy 
Spirit – she sought spiritual encouragement 
of a relative she trusted – she meditated/
pondered. For Mary to fulfill her mission, 
she had to be spiritually healthy and 
maintain her physical health. How are you 
maintaining your own spiritual health to 
maintain your physical health?  

WELLNESS NEWS

Wellness Awareness
by CHERYL HOWARD, parish nurse

“Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her 
will be accomplished”. Luke 1:45
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BLOOD PRESSURE (BP)
It is time to re-visit the importance 
of properly checking your blood 
pressure. If you are taking blood 
pressure or heart medication, you 

should be checking your blood pressure at home.  
This will give your physician a good representation 
of your average BP, a better indicator of the need 
to make medication changes. Take your meter 
to every MD appointment. This will allow your 
machine to be checked for accuracy and your MD 
to review the numbers. The accuracy of your BP 
is dependent on the technique you use to check 
your BP. Check your BP at a variety of times on 
different days – morning, afternoon, evening.  
Wait one hour after eating or vigorous activity to 
check your BP. Upper arm cuffs are more accurate 
than wrist cuffs (which tend to run a bit higher).  
Be sure the cuff size is accurate: two fingers below 
the shoulder and two fingers above the bend 
of your arm. Position the cuff as directed by the 
manufacturer (it needs to be able to pick up your 
heartbeat). Feet should be on the floor and legs 
NOT crossed. Your arm should be at heart level, 
supported on a solid surface. Do not talk during 
the inflation and deflation of the cuff. 

DO MASKS RESTRICT OXYGEN
As for oxygen and CO2, a recent study 
found that face masks do not reduce 

oxygen or lead to carbon dioxide buildup 
(Annals of the American Thoracic Society, 
Oct. 2, 2020). This held not only for healthy 
volunteers, but also for those with COPD 
(chronic obstructive pulmonary disease).

REUSABLE GROCERY TOTES
Reusable grocery totes are a popular, eco-friendly choice to transport food. Be sure to 
use separate totes for raw meat, poultry and ready-to-eat foods such as fresh produce 
and breads. Few people regularly wash their bags, creating a breeding zone for harmful 
bacteria that can easily contaminate your foods. Eliminate bacteria by:

• Frequently washing your grocery tote with hot, soapy water in the washing machine or by hand 
• Cleaning all areas where you place your totes, such as the kitchen counter
• Storing totes in a clean, dry location
• Avoiding leaving empty totes in the trunk of a vehicle.
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As we close the door on 2020 and celebrate 
the birth of Our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ 
I am reminded of these things I have learned 
during the ups and downs of this virus.  

“Compassion is the consequence of salvation,” 
says Max Lucado in his book Outlive Your 
Life. Have I been compassionate with those 
whom I have encountered this year? Have 
I intentionally encouraged those who have 
served at the check-out lane, the wait staff, my 
fellow believers? When was the last time I told 
another person, “I’m so glad you are in my 
life”? Have I done what pleases GOD?

1 Timothy 2:1-5, Pray for ALL: GOD sent Jesus 
Christ to offer salvation to ALL. 

Has my pray time enlarged the scope of my 
prayers? Have I prayed for a “closer walk with 
Thee” so that I might lighten the burdens of 
those I encounter on a daily basis? Have I done 
what pleases GOD?

Paul’s book of Philippians is a book of JOY in 
the midst of creative times. “3 I thank my God 
every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because 
of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now, 6 being confident of this, that 
he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.” Has my life, in 2020, reflected GOD’s 
JOY toward others? Do others feel the love of 
Jesus Christ when they encounter me? Have I 
done what pleases GOD?

Philippians 3:7-11 “7Yet whatever gains I had, 
these I have come to regard as loss because 
of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything 

as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake 
I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having 
a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on 
faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power 
of his resurrection and the sharing of his 
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 
11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead.”

The new year 2021 lies ahead another 
opportunity to change the world for Jesus. 
So how will my life become more intimately 
connected to Jesus in 2021? How will I seek to 
grow and change to be more like Jesus in 2021? 
How will I do what pleases GOD in 2021?

I leave you with a simple Christmas song which 
contains the Gospel message and encourage 
each of you to GO FORTH AND KNOW 
CHRIST BETTER! 

Joy To The World  
https://youtu.be/-Xo64Q2ucQ8

Joy to the world, the Lord is come 
Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 
Let the earth receive her king 
He rules the world with truth and grace

May the love and joy of the Christ child dwell 
within your hearts and minds and draw you 
into a closer relationship with Jesus Christ in 
the days ahead.

In Christ’s service, Cathy

DECEMBER 2020

Wash UP – Mask UP – PRAY UP
by CATHY MOSIER
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Year End News
by DAVE NANCE
The Mission Committee would like to express gratitude to our Church family.  
Thanks to you, our Church is able to continue on budget with our support for 
the many missions serving in our community. All of the mission budget stays 
in our community.  

2020 has been a different year for many of the missions serving in the community. In order to better 
assess needs, we have been in contact with the missions that are normally supported through 
your missions budget. We found some were doing alright in the ‘different’ conditions presented 
by COVID-19. Others were experiencing lower support and/or increased needs. The committee is 
adjusting support to provide some year end increases for select missions addressing some of the 
unique needs this year.  

The mission committee will continue your support of Christmas food packs for the children in need 
in the Elementary Schools in our area and support for the Northern Morgan County Christmas 
Program, through Churches In Mission.  

Through your additional designated giving you will continue supporting backup food for Newby 
kids. You are also assisting with alcohol wipes and other classroom cleaning products through the 
mission budget. 

In September, Newby requested approximately 250 reusable hand-made masks. That need was 
met with 300 masks from our mask makers. They have requested some additional, as-needed, 
replacement masks. Our mask makers supplied an additional 93 and included 30 assorted lanyards 
to test for use by the kids.   

You met the goals for Operation Christmas Child and are meeting the needs for Henderson 
Settlement as of the writing of this article. One last Christmas item, Churches In Mission. They do 
not need clothing, but Christmas presents for teens would be appreciated.  

Thank you for all your caring support! The Lord is moving in our Church and our Church is serving  
in the community in more ways than any of us can imagine.  

Christmas Blessings, 

Dave Nance 
Mission Committee Chair 

MISSION and MINISTRIES
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Churches in Mission
by DALE DEPOY
Due to the pandemic, Churches in Mission (CIM) 
has received grants from United Way and became a 
Gleaners food recipient. This allowed CIM to increase 
food distribution to Morgan County residents.  

Because CIM serves the entire County, United Way and Gleaners support is providing 
infrastructure support which allows CIM to offer meat and diary products. 

In 2021, Churches in Mission will test a new program with Gleaners to become the 
Morgan County HUB for food pantry distribution. Food pantries throughout Morgan 
County will be able to receive food from CIM Mooresville. So CIM will serve clients 
directly as well as serve other food pantry centers throughout the County. This is a test 
program. CIM will need volunteers to help receive and distribute food.  

Revenue from the Martinsville location continues to increase. The Mooresville facility is 
totally inadequate for the new role CIM will play in Morgan County. A different building/
location is being investigated. 

Churches in Mission still needs our support…with increased food distribution 
capabilities comes increased expenses.  

Church organizers and donors should be proud of what Churches in Mission has 
accomplished this past year.

CHURCHES IN MISSION
MOORESVILLE HOURS

Monday 9am to Noon

Wednesday 9am to Noon

Thursday 6 to 8 pm

Friday 9am to Noon

Holiday hours may differ
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SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING
Each year Churches in Mission works to “Ring the Bells” for the Salvation Army. The 
money raised stays right here in Northern Morgan County. A small percentage is kept by 
the Salvation Army and the remaining assists with utilities, mortgages, rent, etc.
To sign up to help with this mission, go to registertoring.com. Enter a date range you are 
interested in ringing and follow the prompts.

Henderson Angel Tree
The Henderson Team would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who participated in this year’s Henderson Angel 
Tree project. Due to your continued generosity (and despite 
Covid limitations) we have several large boxes of toys to go to 
the Henderson Settlement in Frakes, KY. 

We wish you all the blessings of the holiday season and good 
health in 2021.

MISSION and MINISTRIES

United 
Methodist 

Women
The ladies of UMW wish all of you 

a Merry Christmas! 
Be safe, don’t eat too much and 

face-time your family and friends!

Grief Ministry
The Grief Ministry team is in need of a 
few individuals. This is a card ministry 
that sends words of comfort to those 
who have lost loved ones within our 
church family. Contact the church office 
with questions at 317-831-3376 or 
office@mooresvillefumc.org
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Bishop’s 
Christmas 
Offering

The Bishop’s Christmas offering goes 
to Impact 2818 camping ministry, local 
outreach projects and United Methodist 
Advance projects. You may give with 
check to Indiana Conference UMC with 
“Christmas Offering” marked in memo. 
Mail to: Dept. 6089, Carol Stream, IL 
60122 or the office can forward you an 
electronic link.

Tomorrow’s 
Promise Preschool
Tomorrow’s Promise will start enrolling 
for the 2021-2022 school year in 
January. Watch for an Intent-to-Register 
form in the January Sonburst. Please 
contact Lydia at 317-834-2787 or at 
preschool@mooresvillefumc.org if you 
have any questions. 

Memorial Service 
for Loved Ones
Franciscan Health is hosting an 
online memorial service for those 
who have lost a loved one. This is 
a free event. The date is Thursday, 
Dec. 10 from 7 to 8 p.m.  
Register at franciscanhealth.
org/events. Search keyword: 
Remembrance Memorial.

Family Ministries would like to give a 
huge THANK YOU to everyone who 
helped with the Trunk or Treat event.  
We had a great afternoon and great 
weather while serving the families of 
our community. 
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Thanks So
Much



Group Name Time Location Leader Start Date Description of Study

Sunday Groups
Seeker Sunday School 9:45 am Room 106 Mosier / Sparr Meeting Now Bible study
Friendship Class 9:45 am Room 110 Yeager / Harris Not Meeting Bible study
Here and Now 10:00 am Virtual Dave Nance Meeting Now Bible study
Advent Study 11:10 am Virtual Zach Furniss Meeting Now Bible study

Alcoholics Anonymous 4:00 pm Virtual Team Leaders Meeting Now Support for addiction

Monday Groups
Visitation 6:15 pm Work Room David Klehm As needed Visiting in our community
Henderson Mission 7:00 pm Parlor Herb Haggard TBA Mission outreach locally & regionally
Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30 pm Virtual team leaders Meeting Now Support for addiction

Tuesday Groups
Prayer Group 8:30 am Off-site Team Leaders Meeting Now Praying for our church & community
Quilters 9:00 am Parlor Team Leaders Resume in Jan. Bring your sewing machine
Men’s Group 8:00 pm Room 112 Jason Cox Resume in Jan. Bible study/support group

Wednesday Groups
Trailblazers 1:00 pm Virtual Cheryl Howard Meeting Now Bible study
Hand Bell Choir 5:30 pm Sanctuary Rebecca Vernon Meeting Now Bells for 8:30 traditional worship 
Traditional Choir 6:30 pm Room 103 Rebecca Vernon Not Meeting Songs for 8:30 traditional worship
9:45 Service Practice 6:30 pm Sanctuary Chaylyn Thompson Meeting Now Songs for second worship service

Caretaker Support 6:30 pm Room 104 Mary Craig Resume in Jan. Caretaker support for dementia

11:10 Service Practice 6:30 pm Room 103 Mark Hill Meeting Now Songs for third worship service

Thursday Groups
LRE Visitation Team 9:30 am Room 104 Sandy Fanning Resume in Jan. Meet for devotions, then visit  

nursing homes, shut-ins
Brain Injury Support 7:00 pm Room 106 Cheryl Howard Resume in Jan. Support for brain injury persons
Fitness Class 7:00 pm Gym Brittney Sease Resume in Jan. Aerobic fitness class for anyone

Friday Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous 7:30 pm Virtual Team Leaders Meeting Now Support for addiction
Al-Anon 7:30 pm Virtual Team Leaders Meeting Now Spouse support for addiction

Saturday Groups
Bran N Shorts Men’s Group 7:00 am Virtual Dave Nance Meeting Now Coffee & discussion 
UMMen’s Breakfast 8:00 am Parlor Team Leaders Not Meeting Breakfast & devotion with sharing
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1
8:30  Prayer   

Off-site

2
1:00  Trailblazers- 

Zoom
5:30 Bell Practice
6:30  2nd Service 

Band Practice
6:30  3rd Service 

Band Practice

3 4
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

5

6  
9:00  Worship  

Livestream 
10:00  Here and Now
11:10 Advent Study
4:00  5th/6th Youth
5:00 7th-12th Youth

7 8
8:30  Prayer   

Off-site

9
1:00  Trailblazers- 

Zoom
5:30 Bell Practice
6:30  2nd Service 

Band Practice
6:30  3rd Service 

Band Practice

10 11 12

13  
9:00  Worship  

Livestream 
10:00  Here and Now
11:10 Advent Study
4:00  5th/6th Youth
5:00 7th-12th Youth 

14 15
8:30  Prayer   

Off-site

16 
1:00  Trailblazers- 

Zoom
5:30 Bell Practice
6:30  2nd Service 

Band Practice
6:30  3rd Service 

Band Practice

17 18 19

20  
9:00  Worship  

Livestream 
10:00  Here and Now
11:10 Advent Study
4:00  5th/6th Youth
5:00 7th-12th Youth

21 22
8:30  Prayer  

Off-site

23 
1:00  Trailblazers- 

Zoom
5:30 Bell Practice
6:30  2nd Service 

Band Practice
6:30  3rd Service 

Band Practice

24
7:00 Christmas Eve 
Service - Livestream

25
OFFICE CLOSED

26

27  
9:00  Worship  

Livestream
 

28 29
8:30  Prayer  

Off-site

30 31
OFFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER 2020
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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NEW YEAR’S 
EVE

DONATE

FOOD

Write to 
a friend

Wish a 
stranger 
Merry 

Christmas!

Puzzle
Day

Begin a 
chapter  
of the 
Bible

Pray
Pray
Pray

Bake 
Cookies



900 Indianapolis Rd. 
Mooresville, IN 46158 
Office: (317) 831-3376 
Address Service Requested

Church Online
NOT CANCELED

Quiet Time with God
NOT CANCELED

Praying for the Sick
NOT CANCELED

Checking on a Friend
NOT CANCELED

Helping Others
NOT CANCELED

Being the Church
NOW MORE THAN EVER


