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FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Church Friends,
I read a creative book this summer. The book is written by
Joel Osteen and is titled “Next Step Thinking.” I have been
careful during the COVID-19 time to read good books and to
watch what I watch on TV. I looked at Philippians 4 and it reminds
me to be anxious for nothing and think good thoughts.
Joel Osteen ends this book asking the question, “Are you at
peace with God?” A void exists in every person’s heart that only
God can fill. I am not talking about joining a church or finding religion. I am talking
about finding life and peace and happiness.
I found a simple prayer from the beginning of my Christian journey. “Jesus, I repent
of all my sins. I ask you to come into my life. I ask you to help me live a Christian
life.” This simple prayer is what I call being “born again.”
Throughout my Christian journey and through this summer, I often pray Psalm 51:10,
“Create in me a pure heart and fill me with the right spirit, a willing spirit, the Holy
Spirit, O, God.”
I ask you the question, “Are you at peace with God and are you being filled daily
with the Holy Spirit?” (Ephesians 5:18)
Be blessed,
Pastor Dennis

August Sermon Series
August 2

GOD’S SOVEREIGN CHOICE
Romans 9:1-5

August 9

CONFESSING FAITH IN CHRIST
Romans 10:5-15

August 16

GRACE TODAY
Romans 11:1-6

August 23

CHRISTIAN LIVING
Romans 12:1-8

August 30

LIFE OF LOVE
Romans 12:9-21
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WELLNESS NEWS

Wellness Awareness
by CHERYL HOWARD, parish nurse

The “eyes” have it!!!! Currently, the eyes are our
window to the face of others. Wearing a mask
does not have to make us emotionless. Look at
the eyes! We have been promoting eye contact
for many years – now it is more important than
at any other time. The eyes can show anger,
excitement, pain, anxiety, fear, engagement,
boredom, fatigue, joy, peace…and so much
more. It is time to improve our skills at reading
this non-verbal language!

During the Spanish Flu, schools were closed
for almost a year, businesses did minimal trade,
large gatherings were canceled, and churches
did not meet with regularity. Masks were worn
by some and others wore an atomizer to keep
airways clear. Trains had record low passengers
and streetcars limited their passengers.
There is nothing new under the sun.
I hear the comment that the masks make it
“uncomfortable to breath.” If you already
have an existing breathing issue, you are at
high risk and should not be in public places
even if wearing a mask. The two healthcare
workers I know that contracted Covid early in
April said if you think breathing with a mask is
uncomfortable, wait until you try breathing with
Covid – it is uncomfortable and unbearable and
they felt like they were dying. Praise the Lord
they made it. However, both have lingering
lung issues. This is the new focus, as we have
recovered cases, what is the residual damage on
the body?

Are you concerned about what people will
think about you wearing a mask – my peers
aren’t wearing one, it is not comfortable, not
everybody is wearing one, what I can’t see
doesn’t impact me. I have to imagine these
are the same thoughts Noah had when he was
commanded to build an ark…in the desert.
He was probably jeered at, talked about and
laughed at. He may have been uncomfortable
building this huge boat. No one else heard the
word to build an ark why should I? Would any
of us be here if Noah chose to go along with his
peers and NOT build the ark?
The word quarantine comes from quarantena,
meaning “forty days.” This was used in the
14th–15th-century Venetian and designated the
period that all ships were required to be isolated
before passengers and crew could go ashore
during the Black Death plague epidemic.
During the tenth plague of the death of the
first born in Exodus, the Israelites were given
instructions to stay in their homes, with blood
over the door post so the angel of death would
pass over them. They were to shelter in place.

Does it matter if I wear a mask? There were two
stylists in Missouri who were positive for the
coronavirus, they wore masks all day at their
salon. They required all of their customers to
wear masks. When the Department of Health
heard this, they immediately went out and
tested every customer they had encountered.
Over 140 customers were tested along with six
co-workers. ALL were negative! YES! MASKS
MAKE A DIFFERENCE! Please wear yours. We
will get through this sooner and safer if we all
wear a mask.

In Judaism, they observe a concept of tikkun olam – that is to do mitzvoth, or acts of kindness.
To leave the world better than we found it. (Laurie Horowitz).
MOORESVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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PRAYER and STEPHEN MINISTRY

There We Saw
by CATHY MOSIER

GIANTS

Numbers 13 recounts the story of Joshua and
Caleb, two of twelve Israelite leaders, who are
sent to “check out” the Promised Land. They
are to examine the people, land, crops, animals,
soil…if it’s there these men are to bring a
report back to Moses. They discovered a cluster
of grapes so large it took two of them to carry.
Indeed the land did flow with milk and honey
and quite large people too. Ten of the men
looked at these giants and determined they
were too strong for the Israelites and GOD.
BUT, and Caleb said, “We should go up and
take possession of the land, for we can certainly
do it.” Numbers 14 tells what happened next.
Culminating with, ”37these men who were
responsible for spreading the bad report about
the land were struck down and died of a plague
before the LORD. 38 Of the men who went to
explore the land, only Joshua son of Nun and
Caleb son of Jephunneh survived.”

We do not know what we ought to pray for,
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through
wordless groans. 27And he who searches our
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in
accordance with the will of God.”

So when you see a situation and you think
“there might be giants” what will you do?

1 Peter 5:6-7 reminds us how: “6Humble
yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty
hand, that He may lift you up in due time.
7
Cast all your anxiety on Him because He
cares for you.”

When we think there might be giants how will
we respond?
In the devotional “Streams in the Desert,”
Mrs. Charles Cowman wrote: “The men of faith
said, ‘They are bread for us; we will eat them
up! We will be stronger by overcoming them
than if there had been no giants to overcome.’”
She cautions us though: “Now the fact is,
unless we have the overcoming faith we shall be
eaten up, consumed by the giants in our path.
Let us have the Spirit of Faith that these men of
faith had, and see GOD, and He will take care
of the difficulties.”

Jude strongly urges us to pray pray pray! Verse
20 reads, “But you, dear friends, by building
yourselves up in your most holy faith and
praying in the Holy Spirit, 21keep yourselves
in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.”
Like Caleb and Joshua, have faith in Our
Loving Father GOD to go before us and
defeat the “giants”.

When you don’t know how to pray, the Holy
Spirit intercedes and prays for you. When you
don’t know what to do, then PRAY to the Holy
Spirit to build up your faith. When you feel
overwhelmed remember “He’s got the whole
world in HIS HANDS!”

What if your giants feel “so big” you can’t find
words to ask for help?

Your Prayer Team is available to pray for you
and with you.

Paul, writing to the Christians in Rome, urged
them to turn to prayer in Romans 8:26. “26In the
same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.

In Christ’s service, Cathy
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Check Us Out
by MARC SCHLOEMER

In mid-June we launched Simple Talk with Jason Cox,
Youth Director, and Marc Schloemer. The basis was
to have a “simple talk” to discuss the week’s scripture
lesson, Dennis’ sermon, and the takeaways from each.
Sometimes we find ourselves wondering, “Am I the only one that feels or thinks this
? , but to afraid to ask or perhaps even admit.”
way; or, “I really struggle with ___
Jason and Marc know the scripture for each week, but their dialogue is from the hip!!
Life surely isn’t simple, but talking about its challenges and our faith can help us all!
Originally Simple Talk immediately followed the worship service on the 9:45 a.m.
live stream. Now Simple Talk has its own live stream shortly after the 9:45 service on
Facebook, and we are still in the Sanctuary at that time if you want to sit in.
If you have questions or comments for Jason and Marc, tune in and let us know!

United Methodist Women
by CHERYLL HOWELL

Are you hot enough? You who LOVE summer! Well, enjoy it from the inside of your house because
it’s too dang hot to enjoy it outside! Our weather patterns have been so extreme this summer.
Stay cool, people!!
Anyone working on our “WHAT I DID DURING THE SELF-IMPOSED ISOLATION PERIOD”?
It sounded fun, maybe not.
United Methodist Women are still collecting aluminum cans. Bring them in to the fellowship hall
during open hours. If you have a large amount, place them in a trash bag and place it behind the
dumpster. We thank you in advance.
“A BLESSING IN DISGUISE.” This saying was first used in a poem 200 years ago by a writer
named James Hervey, and people have been using it since. When something looks like bad luck,
it may turn out to be a false appearance (a “disguise”) that hides something that’s really useful or
fortunate (a “blessing”). Of course, you don’t know that at first because the blessing is in disguise.
Like dropping the waste basket all over the kitchen floor and finding your favorite ring or bracelet in
it. Oh my goodness! That was a blessing in disguise indeed. I hope your blessings are easier to find.
Take care of yourselves. It’s good attending church again. See you later. Cheryll
MOORESVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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MISSION and MINISTRIES

Mission Committee Update
by DAVE NANCE

Your Mission Committee is in staying the course mode. We expect
needs are going to increase substantially as school starts and then
increase through the end of the year. We will stay need prayer,
praying for those needs and His guidance in working to do our part
of His plan in meeting the needs.
BIG NEWS: Churches in Mission (CIM) is going to have their annual
fund raising banquet this year. It will be a virtual event on August 20.
It appears to be a great plan for a virtual event that involves a meal,
think about that for a minute. Please visit this website for all
the details: https://churchesinmission.home.qtego.net
Dale Depoy is on the Board of Directors at Churches In Mission. He
is our resource for better understanding all things CIM. These are
some brief CIM notes from my communication with Dale:
• Needs are up • Services are up • Grants are up
• Donations are up • Gleaners provisions are up.
Our Churches In Mission is responding to the local needs. We do direct a significant portion
of your Missions budget to CIM. We also stay positioned as a committee / Church to provide
additional assistance when need or if leverage opportunities arise.
Thank you for your support of local missions like CIM.
Dave Nance
Mission Committee Chair.

Operation Christmas Child

Each year First United Methodist participates in Operation
Christmas Child. This mission provides shoe boxes filled
with goodies to boys and girls throughout 150 countries.
We are looking for someone to assist with this mission.
It’s pretty simple stuff. Contact Dave Nance at
nance.david@att.net or Kim in the office at 317.831.3376.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL and LIFE GROUPS

LIFE GROUPS

There are a couple life groups continuing to meet by taking
advantage of Zoom. If you would like to join one or want more
information, contact the church office

YOUNG ADULTS

Chaylyn is very excited to be starting a young adult study in
August. Watch for more details and meeting times. You can also contact her at
chaylyn@mooresvillefumc.org for more information.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

A couple of our Sunday morning adult classes are still waiting to meet in person,
but we do have two groups that are currently meeting. The Here and Now class
meets virtually. You will find more information below. The Seekers class is meeting
in room 106 at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday.

Hear & Now Class
by DAVE NANCE

Welcome to the Here and Now Class!
The Here and Now Class is a discussion-based class with a strong emphasis on fellowship.
During this ‘creative time’ we have been meeting via Zoom. Using this format our class
has expanded to 1.5 hours. We have found a growth in fellowship time and sharing using
the format.
The Here and Now Class begins the video conferencing at 9 a.m. on Sunday morning
with the lesson starting around 9:30. We will be starting a new study in mid-August. It
will follow the same structure as a book discussion with a video through our Cokesbury
Amplify account. We like to talk but the class does end at 10:30 in time to attend the
11:10 a.m. worship service.
This is a class for busy people, you don’t have to be there every time to participate and
benefit from the group discussion. Each class is a stand-alone study and discussion.
Please contact nance.david@att.net if you would like to join the video conference.
You can be added to the invitation! You are welcome to the Here and Now Class.

MOORESVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Children’s Sunday School

Children’s Sunday school will be starting Aug. 9.
Sunday school will be held during the 9:45 service. Children
will start in the sanctuary with their parents and be dismissed
after “children’s moment.” Children will be asked to sanitize
their hands and get their temperature taken with a no-contact
thermometer before going into a Sunday school room.
Children’s Sunday school will be held in room 205.

Blood Drive, Aug. 30

7th-12th Grade
Sunday School

A HEALTH MINISTRY OUTREACH

Now more than ever, the demand for blood
donation is high. FUMC will continue with the
blood drive scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 30
from 9 a.m. to noon. Sign up with the
church office or through the Versiti website.
Precautions will be made by the church and
blood drive organizers. Masks are required.

Youth Sunday school will be starting
Aug. 9. The 5th-6th will be meeting
at 9:45 a.m. while the 7th-12th will be
meeting at 11:10 a.m. Please call or
email Jason Cox with any questions.
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Group Name

Sunday Groups

Time

Location

Leader

Start Date

Description of Study

Booster Sunday School

9:45 am

Room 104

Maggie Overpeck

not meeting

bible study

Seeker Sunday School

9:45 am

Room 106

Mosier/ Sparr

meeting now

bible study

Friendship Class

9:45 am

Room 110

Yeager/ Harris

not meeting

bible study

Here and Now

9:45 am

Virtual

Dave Nance

meeting now

bible study

Alcoholics Anonymous

4:00 pm

Room 110

team leaders

meeting now

support for addiction

Work Room

David Klehm

As needed

visiting in our community

Monday Groups
Visitation

6:15 pm

Trailblazers

6:00 pm

Sanctuary

Cheryl Howard

meeting now

bible study

Henderson Mission

7:00 pm

Parlor

Herb Haggard

TBA

mission outreach locally & regionally

Alcoholics Anonymous

7:30 pm

Room 110

team leaders

meeting now

offering support from addiction

Tuesday Groups
Prayer Group

8:30 am

Sanctuary

team leaders

meeting now

Praying for our church & community

Quilters

9:00 am

Parlor

team leaders

meeting now

bring your sewing machine

Asbury Circle

1:00 pm

Off-site

team leaders

not meeting

mission-focused women’s group

Bible Study Fellow.

6:30 pm

Virtual

team leaders

summer break

inter-denominational women’s study

Wednesday Groups
Hand Bell Choir

5:30 pm

Room 105

Rebecca Vernon

not meeting

bells for 8:30 traditional worship

2nd Service Practice

5:30 pm

Sanctuary

Chaylyn Thompson

meeting now

songs for second worship service

Rebecca Vernon

Traditional Choir

6:30 pm

Room 103

not meeting

songs for 8:30 traditional worship

Caretaker Support

6:30 pm

Shelter House Mary Craig

3rd Wednesday

caretaker support for dementia

3rd Service Practice

6:30 pm

Room 103

Mark Hill

meeting now

songs for third worship service

Sandy Fanning

Thursday Groups
LRE Visitation Team

9:30 am

Room 104

Brain Injury Support

7:00 pm

Shelter House Cheryl Howard

2nd and 4th
Thursday

meet for devotions, then visit
nursing homes, shut-ins

4th Thursday

support for brain injury persons

Friday Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous

7:30 pm

Parlor

team leaders

meeting now

support for addiction

Al-Anon

7:30 pm

Room 110

team leaders

meeting now

spouse support for addiction

Saturday Groups
Genesis

7:00 am

various locations

Dave Nance

not meeting

contact Dave Nance for location

UMMen’s Breakfast

8:00 am

Parlor

team leaders

not meeting

breakfast & devotion with sharing
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AUGUST 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

11:00 Leese/Cook
Wedding

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship 6:00 Trailblazers
9:45 Children & Adult
7:30 AA
Sunday School
11:10 7th-12th SS
4:00 AA
5:00 7th-12th Youth

8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship
9:45 Children & Adult
Sunday School
11:10 7th-12th SS
4:00 AA
4:00 5th/6th Youth
5:00 7th-12th Youth

8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship
9:45 Children & Adult
Sunday School
11:10 7th-12th SS
4:00 AA
4:00 5th/6th Youth
5:00 7th-12th Youth

8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship
9:45 Children & Adult
Sunday School
11:10 7th-12th SS
4:00 AA
4:00 5th/6th Youth
5:00 7th-12th Youth

8:30-9:45-11:10 Worship
9:00 Blood Drive
9:45 Children & Adult
Sunday School
11:10 7th-12th SS
4:00 AA
4:00 5th/6th Youth
5:00 7th-12th Youth

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
6:00 Trailblazers
7:00 Delta Theta
Tau
7:30 AA

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
6:00 Trailblazers
7:30 AA

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
6:00 Trailblazers
7:30 AA

8:30 Prayer
9:00 Quilting
6:00 TPPS
Meet the Teacher

8:30 Prayer
9:00 Quilting
9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
6:00 Lay
Leadership
7:00 Ad Council

8:30 Prayer
9:00 Quilting
9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool

8:30 Prayer
9:00 Quilting
9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

5:30 2nd Service
Band Practice
6:30 3rd Service
Band Practice
6:00 Haggard
6:00 TPPS
Meet the Teacher

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
5:30 2nd Service
Band Practice
6:00 Haggard
6:30 3rd Service
Band Practice

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
6:30 3rd Service
Band Practice
5:30 2nd Service
Band Practice
6:30 3rd Service
Band Practice
6:30 Caretaker
Support

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
5:30 2nd Service
Band Practice
6:00 Haggard
6:30 3rd Service
Band Practice

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
6:00 Trailblazers
7:30 AA

11
11

6:00 TPPS
Meet the Teacher
7:00 Fitness Class

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
9:30 LRE Team
1:30 Likely Club
7:00 Fitness Class

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
12:30 Book Club
6:00 Haggard
7:00 Fitness Class

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
9:30 LRE Team
7:00 Brain Injury
Support
7:00 Fitness Class

6:00 5th/6th Grade
Game Night
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
12:00 High School
Club
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

9:00 Tomorrow’s
Promise Preschool
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Al-Anon

Birthday Party

900 Indianapolis Rd.
Mooresville, IN 46158
Office: (317) 831-3376
Address Service Requested

