
*except certain main actors who will either already be playing other roles in that scene or the scene directly afterwards – we’ll be 
letting those individual actors know whether or not they’ll be able to join their choir class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COSTUME DETAILS 
 
A couple notes about costuming: Costumes communicate character to both the actors who wear them and the 
audience who sees them. Because many of our actors play more than one role or are also part of the Ensemble, 
base costumes are extremely useful when costuming one or more role. Most importantly, costumes need to be 
functional for the actors wearing them. Remember that the actors need to be able to act, move and breathe in 
their costumes. Any costumes requiring quick changes need to be quick to get into (think Velcro and snaps). 
Remember that your costumes need to look good from afar, but don’t need extensive details that can only be 
seen up close. Start with broad strokes when building your costume and fill in the details later. 
 
Regarding make-up: stage make-up is not applied for beauty purposes. The production of Mary Poppins is 
storytelling that is very actor-driven, and under the bright lights facial features wash out. Makeup helps the 
audience see the actor’s facial expressions from afar. Good stage makeup will look very exaggerated, dramatic 
and bold. Make-up Artist Rebekah Carsley will be providing make-up help and touch-ups backstage should 
anyone not feel comfortable applying it on their own. 
 
Acquiring costume pieces: Each actor is asked to put together their own costume, however we will do our best 
as a production team to help each actor acquire their costume. Some suggestions for finding affordable pieces 
include asking students, parents and fellow teachers to donate specific items of clothing they no longer use, or 
purchase something from a secondhand store and alter it. 
 
***PLEASE NOTE: All costume pieces must be approved through Costume Designer Caroline Barkmeyer 
(carolineb@fcslions.com). Communication is paramount, please keep in regular contact with Caroline 
throughout this process as you build your costume. Some pieces may also be made through the design crew, so 
be sure to check with Caroline to see if her team’s already acquired or is making all or part of your costume. 
 
Volunteering: If there are any parents who are crafty with a sewing machine, glue gun or safety pins and might 
be eager to help, we need you! Please contact Caroline Barkmeyer to get involved. 

 
 
 


