Please pray and seek God’s guidance in your selection of members for this important committee.

The process for election of the HBC Pastor Search Committee (AKA Pulpit Committee) during the Covid-19 pandemic will be as follows:
- Only current members of HBC are permitted to vote. A member is a person who joined HBC by being baptized at HBC or has transferred their membership (moved their letter) to HBC from another Baptist Church
- There will be a ballot vote following the service on Sunday morning, August 30. However, members that don’t attend that service will have another four days to vote via absentee ballot. 

Absentee voting:
- Note: Members voting in the Sunday morning service must not submit an absentee ballot
- Absentee ballots must be received before 1:30 PM on September 3 (they can be submitted anytime between now and then)
- There are three ways to submit absentee ballots:
- Send your vote in an email to churchsecretary.hbc@gmail.com" churchsecretary.hbc@gmail.com
   or
	- Mail your ballot to the Church (P.O. Box 395, Hurley, MS 39555)
   or
- Call the Church Secretary and she will fill out a ballot for you (call 228-588-3435 8:30 – 2:00 Monday – Thursday)

Voting instructions:
- Please vote for up to eight members of HBC (four men and four women) to serve on the Pastor Search Committee. 
- Write their names on your ballot (or in an email or in a letter).

The selection process is the same one used in the past:
- The deacons will tally the ballots.
- The committee is to be made up of five members plus two alternates (half women, half men). So, 
- The two men with the highest number of votes will be asked to serve
- The two women with the highest number of votes will be asked to serve
- The fifth member will be the woman or man with the third highest number of votes
- The two alternates (one man and one woman) will also be selected based on the next highest number of votes
- If any woman declines to serve, the next woman on the list will be asked. The same process will be followed for the men. This step will be repeated, going down the list from highest votes to lowest votes, until the required number of members have accepted.

