
FEG MM Trainee Update August 17th, 2022 

Dear friends and supporters, 

We are so very grateful for your interest in our trainee program, for your prayers and for your 

financial support. 

Next to our five longer-term trainees who each has written a short report (below), we had several 

short-term interns who joined us in the last few months. Ruben Wagner spent the months May-

July with us and has now returned to finish up his three-year bible-school program. He is praying 

about joining us as an intern sometime within the next year. We could very well see him join us 

and see a lot of potential in him. Tobias Erke came from the same bible-school and joined us in 

July and will stay till the end of this month. He still has one more year at the bible school and will 

then likely join a church plant in the north of Germany. It was fun to see him soak up our 

teaching especially in the areas of ecclesiology and expositional preaching. We also had a few 

young men who joined us just for a few weeks to gain more clarity as they are considering 

theological studies. It is fun to see an increasing number of young men coming to us for 

guidance and training as they are moving toward pastoral ministry. 

As I mentioned in our last newsletter, the Lord has provided in Luke Stannard a like-minded 

brother, who is a great help in training and mentoring our trainees. He is fully funded as a 

missionary and next to his help with the trainees, serves as a new professor at the Martin-Bucer-

Seminary campus we were able to start here in Munich some years back. He will also take on a 

part-time role as a pastor in the international church that meets in our building. 

I praise God for His provision in many ways, not least through your financial support that enables 

us to train a next generation of pastors for Germany. 

Below you can read a few words from each of our trainees and short-term interns. 

 

Manuel Klem 

I have now been in the trainee program for almost a year and a lot has happened. As a trainee, 

my main area of responsibility is leading and co-ordinating youth/young adults ministry. There 

are a lot of changes coming up in this ministry, as we will be introducing an age limit (17-27 

years) after the summer. Also, the concept will change a bit so that we can live out discipleship 

more effectively. I look after the other seven leaders, and our youth group currently consists of 

about 60 young people. Youth and young adults ministry is my main task but I have a lot of other 

tasks as well.  

Every now and again I get to serve in the Sunday service by leading the worship services and 

preaching (the latter roughly every three months). I also preach in Bible studies and have 

lectured on biblical books (Hosea, Amos, Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians) at another church this 

year. I also really enjoy the discipleship relationships.  

So far I have had a lot of insight into church ministry and have been able to learn a lot. Since I 

don't come from a healthy church environment, I’ve benefited from being in a good culture here. 

I’m trying to soak as much up as possible and to let it change my Christian daily life. With all the 

things that need doing, I am learning to manage my time better. I am learning to pray more and 

realize how I need my personal quiet time with God to nurture my relationship with Him, because 

that is where my strength comes from. What I benefit from a lot are the elders' meetings that we 

can sometimes join in on.  
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As far as my studies are concerned I am mainly learning Hebrew, so you can pray a lot for that 

😊. If there is still time left, I read books for my studies.  

My little family is doing very well so far. My wife is currently pregnant again and we are expecting 

our second child in January 2023. We are looking forward to it and are very excited to see how 

we will cope with two children :-). In the last few months, I have grown a lot in my role as a father 

and in taking care of my family. Thank you for your prayers. We realize that raising children is 

really challenging, but at the same time a child is a wonderful gift. 

My prayer requests:  

- For wisdom in ministry as it relates to leading, teaching and preaching.  

- For the upcoming changes in youth ministry 

- For studies: Hebrew  

- For family: a good pregnancy. Wisdom in parenting. That marriage will not fall by the wayside. 

Thank you very much for your prayers and support!  

  

Lukas Stadt 

My main responsibility in my ministry is our work with teenagers, aged 13 to 16. We meet every 

Friday evening for fellowship, games, prayer, singing and the preaching of God’s Word. A few 

weeks ago, we said farewell to twelve teenagers who will join the youth/young adults in 

September. It was encouraging to see them grow in their faith over the last few months. We will 

be joined by roughly ten new kids, aged twelve or thirteen in September. Until then we will try to 

improve our program and prepare for a new beginning with our group. 

I regularly meet with two young men and disciple them one-on-one. We read the Word of God, 

pray for each other, share our lives and encourage each other in our faith and our good fight for 

the cause of Christ. This is a blessing for them and for me. 

Roughly once every three months I preach in the Sunday service of our church. Besides that I 

preach once a month in other churches at the moment (usually smaller churches who need help 

to provide the Word of God to their churches every Sunday.) 

Besides serving our church I’m doing my theological studies (M.A.) at Martin Bucer Seminary in 

Munich. I read a lot of good books of the whole spectrum of theology. At the moment I’m reading 

an excellent work by Thomas Schirrmacher on ethics. Parallel to that I’m writing an exegesis of 

Ezekiel 34. 

I’m greatly benefiting from my time as a trainee and my study time. I’m being prepared for 

pastoral ministry in many ways. I’m gaining experience and becoming more confident in what I 

do. Reflecting and contemplating about what makes a healthy church and how to foster the 

health of our church has been very beneficial for that as well. 
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Samuel Stolz 

My trainee program has now been running for two years. I´m still learning many things in terms 

of what it means to be a pastor and how to build and lead a healthy church. Last year the elders 

gave me the task of leading music at church and I started investing as a leader in our youth 

group (17-27 year-olds) with my wife Bernice. Leading in worship, preaching and teaching, 

investing in a small group and studying at the Martin-Bucer-Seminary (especially Hebrew this 

year) are my daily to-do’s. I’m looking forward to my last year; I’ve been in touch with the elders 

concerning my time after the trainee program. Thank you for your prayers and your investment 

in the program. If you like, pray for a good decision for what comes after the program and that 

God would use the time here as much as possible. 

 

Jotham Booker 

My time as a trainee at FEG Munich is now almost up. I’ve accepted a call from my home 

church, which is situated towards the north-west of Munich. Since I was always only going to be 

at FEG for a year or so, I didn’t take up many leadership roles. Instead, I was observing a lot and 

just did some co-leading. So, apart from preaching and service leading, I’ve co-led Christianity 

Explored and have sat in on a lot of counseling sessions. I’ve also been discipling a couple of 

guys, one of who is about to go to seminary – very exciting. In my last couple of weeks here, I’ll 

do more in the admin side of things, making rosters and organizing the church’s weekend away. 

I’ve quite enjoyed that so far. 

If all goes well and God wills it, I’ll start at the new/old church on 1 October or 1 November. 

Thank you so much for your kind and generous support. Let’s pray it will not have been wasted. 

 

Christian Chimaras 

Beloved church, at first I’d like to thank you for your prayer and financial support. Without your 

support I wouldn’t be able to be a trainee here. 

I’m currently preparing for seven sermon that I have the privilege of giving until December. I’ve 

been so encouraged by preaching in other churches as well. I’m growing more and more fond of 

pastoral ministry, which is great. On the other hand, I do feel the weight of responsibility. 

I’m thankful for Pastor Matthias Lohmann and other faithful men who are investing in us trainees 

to become faithful servants to the glory of God.  

I’d like to encourage you as brothers and sisters to keep praying for me – in particular for the 

challenge I’m facing in having to learn Hebrew. 

Grace and Peace 

 

 

 


