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Matthew 4:8–11 - [8] Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their glory. [9] And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me.” [10] Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord 
your God and him only shall you serve.’” [11] Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him. (ESV)
 
Revelation 
This week’s passage involves the final 
temptation of Christ in the wilderness. Jesus is 
tempted to take a shortcut to exaltation that 
would avoid his sacrifice and suffering, still 
allowing him to rule and have authority over the 
earth. All he would have to do in exchange is 
worship Satan.  

 
God in Creation 
Satan isn’t an opposite and equal force of evil 
opposing God’s force of good in the cosmos. 
Satan isn’t even responsible for all the evil in the 
world. In fact, Job shows us that Satan answers 
directly to God (Job 1:7-12). How does your 
view of Satan change knowing that he 
doesn’t function outside of God’s 
sovereignty? Is this a new idea? Share. 
 
Sin and Unbelief 
In this passage, Satan offers Jesus what God 
has already promised. The temptation is to take 
a short cut, avoiding difficulty and taking the 
easy way out. Trusting and obeying God isn’t 
always the easy way. What area of life most 
often finds you disobedient – what is the 
exchange? (e.g., neglecting family for “me time” 
in the pursuit of rest, overindulging in food or 
drink in the pursuit of comfort, being a 
workaholic in the pursuit of money and 
provision) 
 
We are called to worship, serve, and fear God 
alone. What things in your life receive the 
time, devotion, and affection that should 
belong to God alone?  
 
In what way do you most struggle with 
wanting to be exalted? (e.g., social status, 
career title, for everyone to know you were right, 
etc.) 
 
Redemption 
Paul says that in our sufferings we come to 
know Christ more deeply (Phil. 3:10). In Christ’s 
sinless obedience, he has shown us how to 
persevere during temptation. It is better to trust  

 
 
God, embracing sacrificial responsibility than to 
trust yourself, looking for an easier way out. 
How does this truth motivate you to embrace 
rather than evade life’s difficulties? 
 
New Life in Christ 
Psalm 119:11 says, “I have stored up your word 
in my heart, that I might not sin against you.” In 
this week’s passage, Jesus clearly relies on his 
knowledge and ability to recall applicable 
Scripture in his fight with temptation. How can 
your group help each other improve your 
relationship with Scripture, including 
Scripture memorization? 
 
How can you better identify temptations to 
take shortcuts in life? 
 
The future promise of heaven delivers us from 
the burden of working to make heaven on earth. 
How can you work towards a better eternal 
perspective in life? What area of your life is 
most likely to change as a result? Explain. 
 
Prayer 
Pray that God would be at work to change the 
areas of our hearts where sin and unbelief have 
been revealed.  
 

Pray that God would cause us to see the good in 
embracing life’s difficulties, help us identify 
where we are tempted to take short cuts, and 
develop our hope in the future promise of a 
perfect eternity with God. 


