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WOODLAWN BAPTIST CHURCH EXISTS TO
GLORIFY GOD BY LEADING PEOPLE INTO A
GROWING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR
Issue at Hand
The issue: the "Equality Act." The Equality Act is a piece of legislation that seeks to equate
sexual orientation and gender identity (LGBT) with civil rights. Particularly applying these
categories in the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Fair Housing Act. A secondary goal of
providing the necessary legal backing to punish those who might oppose LGBT initiatives.
The primary concern with the Equality Act is summarized well by the General Council for the
Alliance Defending Freedom, Kristen Waggoner, she writes, "Many in our nation respectfully
disagree on important matters such as marriage and human sexuality. Unfortunately, the
Equality Act criminalizes these fundamental beliefs held by major faith groups since the dawn of
time." The goal is not to further ensure equality for the LGBT community, but to establish an
opportunity to criminally or civilly punish anyone who disagrees.
Andrew Walker, who has reviewed the bill since its first introduction in 2015, warns us of the
wide sweeping implications of this Act: "The bill represents the most invasive threat to religious
liberty ever proposed in America ... Virtually no area of American life would emerge unscathed
from the Equality Act's reach. No less significant would be the long-term effects of how the law
would shape the moral imagination of future generations."
These implications have been put on display by the twenty-four states who have already
enacted similar laws. For instance, according to Monica Burke of the Heritage Foundation's
DeVos Center for Religion and Civil Society, the failure by teachers to use a student’s preferred
pronoun ("he/she") has cost them their jobs in Virginia and Ohio. A women's homeless shelter in
Alaska is being sued for not permitting a man to be admitted. In three other states foster parents
are required to provide children "transition-affirming therapies." The examples she sites are too
numerous to list, suffice it to say they are far reaching.
Immediate Cause for Concern
The reason for the current concern is our political environment and the court ruling of this past
June and the attempt to further erode religious liberty. The Equality Act was first introduced in
2015, and then passed by the House of Representatives in 2019 but never brought to the floor
of the Senate for a vote because of the Republican Majority. This past week a slightly revised
version was passed again in the House and sent to the Senate. This time the expectation is for
Chuck Schumer to bring the bill before the Senate for a vote in the coming weeks, a bill that Joe
Biden has promised to sign into law.
Along with a change in Senate majority is the ruling by the Supreme Court this past June, in
Bostock v. Clayton County, GA, in which the court declared discrimination based upon "sex" not
to be limited to biological gender but to included sexual orientation and gender identity. Trump
appointed Justice Gorsuch wrote the majority opinion affirming the inclusion of these LGBT
categories as issues of civil rights. Therefore, supporters of the Equality Act reinvigorated in
their efforts as they now believe they have the backing of the courts.

Furthermore, religious liberty is at stake. Justice Gorsuch cited the the 1993 Religious Freedom
Restoration Act (RFRA) as superseding the ruling on Bostock v. Clayton County, GA, in his
majority opinion this past June. He suggests that the RFRA supersedes and protects religious
organizations from compliance with the sexual orientation and gender identity initiatives. Subsection 1107 of the Equality Act states that RFRA shall not provide a claim, defense, or
opportunity for challenge of this Act.
Scriptural Rebuttal
Scripture affirms that all people regardless of LGBT identification are made in the image of God
and deserve to be treated with respect, kindness, and neighborly love (Gen. 1:27; Matt. 22:39).
Genesis 9:6 also sets forward the principle that being made in the image of God entitles a
person to just treatment by other people.
As Christians we must stand firm that homosexuality is the repudiation of the image of God (1
Cor. 6:9; 1 Tim. 1:10), and it must never be considered a qualification for human rights.
Furthermore, for someone to attempt to change their sex is a fundamental outworking of sin. Sin
is the assertion that I am my own god and I reject God's authority over my life. This is not to
besmirch the 'transgender' individual unnecessarily, for we all fall prey to this assertion - the
desire to be our own god - and stand condemned before the true God. On the other hand, we
should never encourage society to make any sin the grounds for a protected class. Because it
was on account of these very sins God sent his own Son to graciously bear our condemnation
on the cross.
We must never affirm sin so clearly identified in Scripture as a right to be protected or
classification to be upheld. Therefore, we shall oppose any law of the land that attempts to force
Christians to affirm open sin and punishes them for not embracing or celebrating it.
Response
Do not despair. God is on the throne of the universe. So our first response is to pray and ask
God to intervene in the lives of everyone who is entangled in the bondage of sin by applying the
gospel to their hearts and lives. We also pray specifically for God to intervene by not allowing
this bill to become law.
Secondarily, we should take appropriate action to prevent a system that would seek to oppress
Christian belief. I believe one step is to call or write your Senator in regards to this bill and an
impending vote

WBC PRAYER FOCUS
WBC PRAYER MINISTRY:
“Prayer Matters”
“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;
His greatness no one can fathom.
Psalm 145:3
WBC PRAYER MINISTRY:

“Prayer Matters”
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice . . . “My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?”
Mark 15:34
It is so hard to read those words, and to picture the perfect Christ being in a place in His life where He uttered those
words – even to the point of crying them out in a loud voice! Yet, we know it is real – and it was for you and me that He
was in that place. He paid our debt, indeed one we cannot pay.
Sin is what put Jesus on the cross – our sin, not His. Sin is costly! Jesus gave His life for a relationship with us. Our
prayers are an essential part of that relationship. His Word teaches that our prayers can be blocked by unconfessed sin.
The Bible states:

•
•

“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that
He will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2
“If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” Psalm 66:18

Prayer is vital to our spiritual life and the lives we seek God’s wisdom and provision for through prayer. When our prayers
are hindered by unconfessed sin, it can rob both us and others of HIS power and blessings.
As Easter is now fast approaching, it brings transforming truth to us. His forgiveness is readily available – we are not
forsaken nor hopeless in our sin. Sin loses it power to hinder our prayers as we confess and seek forgiveness. For the
one who confesses their sin, He is faithful to cleanse from all unrighteousness! And, God brings victory after what looks
like defeat or failure. Just like at that grave on Easter morning!
Good news worth sharing – right? May the joy of Easter truths of hope, love and life fill God’s children that God could use
us to invite others to Easter worship services that point them to Jesus! Lord, let us continue to build our relationship with
You through prayers for ourselves and others to glorify You with our lives.

“. . . in HIM all things hold together.”
Colossians 1:17b NIV

PRAYERS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH
PRAYERS FOR SALVATION:
Robert, Jessie, Joshua, Crystal

PRAYERS FOR HOMEBOUND OR
THOSE IN ASSISTED LIVING:
Countywide Prayer
Spotlight
Please join other believers in prayer for the
following GGBA member churches. May WBC be
blessed as we join others seeking God to build
up HIS kingdom through this prayer emphasis
Ranlo Baptist -Gastonia Pastor, Jamie Land
Redeemed Baptist – Lincolnton Pastor, Alan Wheeler
Real Life: Lucia Campus – Stanley Pastor, Mike Davis
Ridge Baptist – Gastonia Pastor, Todd Terry
Ridgeview Baptist - Mt. Holly Pastor, Leroy Mobley

Hortense Cowan
Hazel Currie, Patsy Waugh

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND
HEALING:
Michael Minges, Gary Langley Jr.,
Shirley Sutton, Denise Bradley,Janet
Sabucco, Terry Collins’ daughter Marsha

"Restore us again, O God our Savior …
Will You not revive us again. . .
"Psalm 85:4-6

Community Prayer Gathering
First Saturday of Each Month
Saturday, March 6, 2021
9:30-10:30am
WBC Sanctuary

To initiate a prayer, call one of the
following:

Please join your brothers and sisters in Christ
from area churches to pray and believe that
God’s Word in 2 Chronicles 7:14 is true for today

Joyce Wynn
Jane Saunders

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Coming
this
WBC Kids
Easter
Egg
Hunt
Details coming soon.

WBC Kids
Weekly Ministries
Sundays
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Kids Worship
Wednesdays
7:00pm Preschool Kids Club and
KidsROC (K-5)

Summer…
VBS 2021

STUDENTS

ADULTS
Thursdays 6:30-8pm
WBC Gym

David and
Carla
Demaree
(Mae, Ethan
and Judah)

Jesus and Women
in the first century and now
By Kristi McLelland
Order you workbook and join us

Doris
Copenhaver

Jon and
Kristin
Robinson
(Jonah and
Kennedi)

We will resume
Young At Heart
as soon as possible.

MEN’S
BREAKFAST
March 2 AND 16 6:30AM
1ST AND 3RD tUESDAYS
SHORT STUDY/DEVOTION
CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE
FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR VISIT THE WEBSITE

MUSIC MINISTRY
Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts
to God.
God has created music as a means of worshiping him! We have all experienced music’s
ability to enhance and stir our passions. I believe that music is intentionally designed in
this way. When we attach the truths of Scripture to the songs we sing we can see very
clearly why God has designed music this way! I pray that our love for the Lord would
continue to deepen as a result of singing together each week.

Rehearsal for Singers!
* If you are interested in helping us lead our congregation in
worship through music, please join us for our weekly rehearsal
on Wednesday evenings 6-7pm!

Instrumentalists!
* If you play an instrument and would like to talk about serving
the church through music please reach out via email!

justin@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com

SUNDAY
MORNING
SERIES

Visit our website woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com for resources and a video for

WHAT’S GOING ON AT WOODLAWN?
FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH
WE WILL BE COLLECTING:
Pancake Mix, Syrup, Spaghetti
Sauce and Mac-and-cheese

Two Sunday
morning TRUTH
services:

SEEKERS

8:30am

for the Senior Adults and those
vulnerable to the virus

11:00am
for those with children and less
vulnerable (children activities
offered)

or
Sunday morning worship live
at 11:00am
www.woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com
If you do not have access to a
computer, please let the church office
know. We have dvds available.

Wednesday
Evening
At Woodlawn
Adults-Gym, MP Room,
Room 111
Preschoolers –
Preschool
SS Classroom
Children – Children’s
Dept.
Students – Student Room

This ministry does not currently exist at Woodlawn however, as a
church we would love to see this program started for girls ages 5-18.
It can be a fantastic outreach tool for our church. American Heritage
Girls is a Christ centered character and leadership development
program dedicated to the mission of building women of integrity.
In order to charter a group, we will need 3 female leaders who are members of Woodlawn and the best
scenario would be moms of grade-school aged girls, but any woman with a desire to invest her time and
energy to pour into the lives of young girls would be desirable. There will be classes and coaches to
help. Women of all ages and experience are welcome.
To find out more about the American Heritage Girls program you can visit their website:
americanheritagegirls.org to see their statement of faith, program overview and how a troop is started.
If you are interested in helping to start a program at Woodlawn, please call the church office.

Knowing God-MP Room
Are you a new Christian
or do you desire to grow
deeper in the faith?
This class is for you
because we will be
looking at the 11
foundational truths that
are indispensable for the
Christian walk.

Defending The FaithGym
Do you have questions
about the truth of
Christianity?
Then this class is for you
because we will be
answering some of the
toughest questions a
Christian can encounter

New Life Discipleship
Room 111 – Ed Bldg

Do you feel that God is
leading you to be
someone who helps
others grow in their faith?
Then this class is for you
because we will learn
how God uses our
relationships to advance
his kingdom.

Woodlawn Wednesdays 7-8pm.
We will have regular children and student activities
Make plans to join us.

SPECIAL OCCASIONS – MARCH 2021
1
1
6
8

18
20
23
28
30

Isabella Anderson
Jacob Gates
Linda Cannon
David Bradley

10 Sadie Bell 12 Stephen Abbott
12 Joanie McCombs 14 Ethan Demaree
15 Nathan Bell 15 Rick Boone 17 Holden Gunter
Gavin Felan
19 Isabella Gunter
19 Judah Rodgers
Deborah Hall
22 Mable Buchanan
23 Zachary Black
Ross Bradley
24 Gary Ford
24 Susan Stewart
Shannon Bradley 29 Buddy Herndon 30 Mae Carter
George Gates

❖ Read through the Bible
in a year
❖ Read through the New
Testament
❖ Read through the Bible
Chronologically
❖ Read through Mark

WOODLAWN BAPTIST CHURCH
STAFF
Pastor: Mitch Evans
mitch@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com
Worship Minister – Justin Morehead
justin@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com
Student Minister – Gabe Veazey
gabe@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com
Ministry Assistant: Crystal Watkins
admin@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com

FINANCIAL DIGEST
AS OF JANUARY 2021
INCOME YEAR TO DATE
$29,394.67
OFFERING JANUARY 2021

$29,394.67
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

The WBC Newsletter is a monthly publication for
Woodlawn Baptist Church
1101 N. Main St.
Lowell, NC 28098
Phone: 704-824-4261

Sunday School is at 9:45am
Worship service is at 11:00am
Sunday evening service and activities
are at 6:00pm
Wednesday small groups, youth and
children’s activities are at 7:00pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL
jANUARY 2020 - 131
jANUARY 2021 - 62 (COVID-19)

WORSHIP
jANUARY 2020 - 188
jANUARY 2021 - 139 (COVID19)
Please note that the 2021 averages represent
attendance during the Coronavirus quarantine
situation.

Church Office
Hours

Woodlawn Baptist Church is
happy to allow members to
use our facilities.

Monday
Thru
Thursday
8am – 4pm

We just ask that you complete a “Facilities
Use Form” and give it to the Ministry
Assistant so she can be sure there are no
scheduling conflicts and can add your event
to the church calendar. The “Facilities Use
Forms” are available in the workroom, on
the wall by the copier.

MISSIONS
Pop quiz future missionaries. What do you
do?
You are a missionary in Papua New Guinea. Your
family has just finished up a short three day vacation.
As per a regular missionary vacation, you have visited
other missionary families you have not seen in a
while. You’ve stopped by the bible college and
mission hospital as part of your trip to see friends and
gather supplies. You are finally headed back home.
You travel down the main highway and turn off down
a gravel, dirt road. Everyone is relaxed
and pleasant after the vacation. You slow down as you come up to a road bung. A bung is an open
area market located where two roads intersect. People are milling around buying and selling
merchandise.
Suddenly, an elderly gentleman steps in front of your vehicle. There was no time to swerve or brake
and you hit the gentleman on the right side of the vehicle. You see the man thrown to the side of the
road. You immediately slam the brakes and come to a stop. Your first thought is to get out and help
the man if you can. There is a nearby clinic. If you can’t get him to the clinic then maybe you can go
there and bring help.
Feeling like a criminal you decide to keep going despite the screams of your family and the yells of the
people at the market. You are pretty sure the man was killed on impact and you wonder how many
witnesses were there.
To understand why a missionary or even a Christian would think to do such a thing you have to
understand the “pay back” system in New Guinea. Every person - man, woman or child has a price.
They are seen as a material asset to their tribe. If a loss has happened then you are required to pay
back their tribe something of comparable worth. The system is designed to help the tribe get even or
revenge and is carried out quickly and oftentimes brutally.
You stop at the next police station 50 miles away and are detained until the death is confirmed. When
confirmed your passport and license are taken. You are arrested and bail set around $150. You have a
court case with the tribe in three months. You are escorted back home by an armed policeman and
told you will not be harmed by the tribe.
Your missionary friends comfort you by reminding you of what has happened many times to other
missionaries and unwittingly foreigners who have stopped to help. Most of them are brutally beaten or
even axed to death. They would not have only attacked you but would have also gone after your
family.
However, in your mind’s eye you can still see the dying man lying in the road. How do you know if your
actions were right or wrong …?

The Pates in Brazil

Continue to pray for our missionary family in Campinas, Sao Paulo State, Brazil. The Pates were encouraged
by a week -long visit from the director of their ministry Reaching and Teaching International Ministries. Let’s
continue to pray for and support the important work the Pates are doing. Picture is from Republic Square,
Sao Paulo. Monkey River Belize

Monkey River,
Belize

It was great to be visited by our friend Elsie from Belize. She is Cano’s daughter. Please continue to pray
for her as she seeks the Lord's direction in her life. CV19 restrictions are starting to lift in Belize. Gyms
and churches are allowed to open at 50% capacity. Churches may only open for one hour with everyone
masked. Travel between certain districts have been lifted and curfews readjusted. Food vendors are
allowed to operate and the free trade zone to Mexico has been reopened.

Unreached People Group Highlight
Meo (Hindu traditions) in India
Language: : Hindi
Primary Religion: Hinduism
Country: India
Population: 269,000
Evangelicals: 0.00%
Christian Adherents: 0.00%

2020-2021 Deacon Family and Ministry Assignment

Tom Botts – A-Be
Missions, Website

Eric Gunter – Bf-Cl
Sunday School, Student Ministry

Jonathan Grant – Cm-Fe
Decorations, Recreations

Jon Calvert – Ff-Go
Music, Audio Visual

Ray Gilbert – Gp-H
Finance, Prayer, Young at Heart

Tony Watkins – I-Mi
Greeters, Baptism, Security, Bus

Scott McCombs – Mj-Re
Bereavement, Benevolence, Fellowship

Max Collins – Rf-Sm
Food Pantry, Women’s Ministry

Eddie Calvert – Sn-V
Building and Grounds

Chris Norris – W-Z
Children, Men’s Ministry
Your deacon on duty for

MARCH
Jon Calvert and Max Collins

