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WOODLAWN BAPTIST CHURCH EXISTS TO
GLORIFY GOD BY LEADING PEOPLE INTO A
GROWING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR
Do you want to get ahead in life? We attempt many things in life to gain an advantage.
Some of us use the newest technology in order to gain an advantage in some area.
Others, try to creatively think about the way we operate in order to discover or create a
new approach. This second category has an entire genre among YouTube videos called
"life hacks." A third way of attempting to get ahead in life is by tapping into the spiritual
realm. People attempt to gain an advantage by having their palms read, looking at their
weekly horoscope, or connecting with a deceased relative.
This third category has strong parallels in the ancient city of Ephesus to whom Paul
writes his letter, "Ephesians." The city of Ephesus had many people who claimed to be intune with the spiritual realm. The most famous example is the "Ephesia Grammata" (none
in English as the "Ephesians Letters"). These writings largely contained incantations or
what we might calls "spells," that could be recited in order to evoke the spirit realm in a
particular way. It gave the practitioner of such things an advantage in knowing the future,
controlling others, or providing a blessing. On the one hand, this sort of magical spell
casting sounds far-fetched, or most akin to teenagers using an Ouija Board. But before
we too quickly dismiss such approaches, we should realize there are manifestations of
these attempts to reach out to the spiritual realm or unlock their secrets in our day.
Everything from a psychic hotline to asking a deceased relative for guidance, even down
to little superstitions.
Paul addressed these issues three ways: There is nothing behind these psychics, Ouija
Boards, or conversations with the deceased, they are all a spirit of our own making (1
Corinthians 8:4). Secondly, the only engagement we will get from the spiritual realm, in
this regard, is with demons. "What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything,
or that an idol is anything? No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons
and not to God. I do not want you to be participants with demons" (1 Corinthians 10:1920). So there is a legitimate danger in giving yourself over to what might seem like a
harmless practice. Thirdly, to attempt to gain an advantage through these means is to
reject God, or at least to be discontent with God. In other words, either I don't rely entirely
on God or I want an advantage beyond what God supplies. Paul's response to this third
issue is to confess your use of these things and turn from them (Acts 19:18-19).
The attempts to engage the spiritual realm were certainly more mainstream in Ephesus,
but they have a relatively significant presence in our day and age. The Bible is very clear,
there is a spiritual realm to our world, but we place our faith and trust in Christ alone.
Pastor Mitch

WBC PRAYER FOCUS
WBC PRAYER MINISTRY

“Prayer Matters”
“. . . Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty.
Zechariah 4:6

The above words were spoken in a vision to the prophet and priest Zechariah. As obstacles were faced in seeking
to rebuild the temple and Jerusalem, the people had to be reminded on whom their dependence was placed.
Today that challenge remains true for God’s people as we face the challenges to faith and godly values in our
churches and our nation.
Dr. Ronnie Floyd, President/CEO of the SBC, Executive Committee, stated the following. As we read it, may it
encourage us to continue forward in faith and deliberate prayer for our nation as we celebrate our freedoms on
this 4th of July. Let us remember what we can do to make a difference based on the 3 points listed below.
“. . .Disunity is triumphant in our nation today. Some pride themselves over creating it while others
grieve when our nation experiences it. Division does not honor Jesus Christ. Jesus is always right. In
Luke 11:17 Jesus said, “Knowing their thoughts, He told them: every Kingdom divided against itself is
headed for destruction, and a house divided against itself falls.” America does not get an exception to
this basic principle. Neither does a family, church, business, or even a long-term friendship. Therefore,
how should we respond as Christians when America is divided like it is today?
Response #1: Christians Need to Pray for America
The alarm clock is going off in our nation and this is not the time to push the snooze button. America
needs to experience the next great move of God. Prayer preceded every great movement of God
biblically and historically.
Response #2: Christians Need to Love One Another
While certain secondary doctrinal differences will exist, we need to unite around the beliefs that:
*The Bible is God’s infallible Word; it is Truth without any mixture of error.
*Jesus is the Son of God and the hope of the world; therefore, salvation is faith alone in Christ alone.
*We must focus our lives, churches, and futures on taking the gospel of Jesus Christ to every person in
America and across the world.
Response #3: Prepare for the Future
While we call out to God for His Church to be revived by the Spirit and begin to love one another,
resulting in coming together in unity, we need to simultaneously pray extraordinarily for the next Great
Spiritual Awakening in America.”
The truths shared by Dr. Floyd reflect our need for persistent prayer. Continue to make prayer a priority
knowing we have received a powerful hope and love to share for HIS glory!
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19

PRAYERS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY
PRAYERS FOR SALVATION:
Stephen, Joshua, James, Josh, Ceasar, Rosa,
Jessie, Crystal

PRAYERS FOR HOMEBOUND OR
THOSE IN ASSISTED LIVING:
Countywide Prayer
Spotlight
Please join other believers in prayer for the
following GGBA member churches. May WBC be
blessed as we join others seeking God to build
up HIS kingdom through this prayer emphasis
Taylor Memorial Baptist – Gastonia Pastor: Gene Alley
Temple Baptist – Gastonia Pastors: Scott Whitener;
Phil Harrington
The Pointe – Belmont Pastor -- Ray Hardee
Tuckaseege Baptist – Belmont Pastor: Jason Marlowe
United Baptist – Gastonia Pastor: W. Ray Pennell

Hazel Currie, Patsy Waugh,
Marcella Campbell, Elizabeth Sprinkles, Earl
Cannon, Lucille Jones

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND
HEALING:
Mark Hill, Kathy Hawkins, Stephen and
Kathy Hill, Michael and Dianah Minges,
Gary Langley Jr., Shirley Sutton, Janet
Sabucco, Terry Collins’ daughter Marsha

"Restore us again, O God our Savior …
Will You not revive us again. . .
"Psalm 85:4-6

Community Prayer Gathering
First Saturday of Each Month
Saturday, July 3, 2021
9:30-10:30am
WBC Sanctuary
Please join your brothers and sisters in Christ
from area churches to pray and believe that
God’s Word in 2 Chronicles 7:14 is true for today

To initiate a prayer, call one of the
following:
Jane Saunders
Church Office

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

WBC Kids will be collecting donations
for school supplies for any local children
in need. We will also be donating school
supplies to local schools. If you would
like to help show support to our
community through this outreach,
please contact the church office to make
a monetary donation designated for our
School Supplies Giveaway or donate
online on our website by designating
School Supplies Giveaway fund.

Thank you to everyone who
participated in our
“Destination Dig” VBS!
75 children attended,
53 youth and adults
volunteered,
and just over $600 was raised
for our Operation Christmas
Child shoebox fund.
Continue to pray that lives will
be changed because of the
gospel!
Jeremiah 29:13 “You will seek me
and find me when you search for me
with all your heart. ”

Please pray for all the children,
teachers, and parents as they begin the
new school year in August.

Woodlawn Kids
Weekly Ministries
Sundays
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Kids Worship
Wednesdays
7:00pm Preschool Kids Club
and KidsROC (K-5)

Wed. July 14, 5:00 pm
Mini Golf at Adventure Landing, Gastonia.
We will meet back at the church in the
classrooms at 7:00pm.
Wed. July 21, 7:00 pm, Multipurpose Rm
Pancake & Pajama Party
Wed. July 28, 7:00 pm, Gym Night
Sun. Aug. 8, 9:45 am, Classrooms
Sunday School Promotion Day:
Children who start Kindergarten this school
year will move from preschool into the
children’s department, and those who start
6th grade this year will move into the
student ministry department.
We also hope to have a lunch following the
morning service.

STUDENTS

Rising 6th graders will join
Student Ministry beginning
August 8.

July 12-16

ADULTS
Pool Party and
Fellowship at Louann
Gates’ house
Call church office for address

Fri., July 16, 7pm

Watch for details

MEN’S
BREAKFAST

Ages 50 and older

*** NEW TIME***
August 5, 6:30AM
1st Thursday each month
SHORT STUDY/DEVOTION
CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE
FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR VISIT THE WEBSITE

Planning Meeting July 18, 4pm
All are invited
We will resume monthly meetings
beginning Sept 7, 6pm in MP Room
Bring a covered dish and a dollar for the kitty

Kristen
Rankin
Emily
Swindell
Visit our website woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com for resources and a video for

MUSIC MINISTRY
Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in
your hearts to God.
God has created music as a means of worshiping him! We
have all experienced music’s ability to enhance and stir our
passions. I believe that music is intentionally designed in
this way. When we attach the truths of Scripture to the
songs we sing we can see very clearly why God has
designed music this way! I pray that our love for the Lord
would continue to deepen as a result of singing together
each week.

Rehearsal for Singers!
* If you are interested in helping us lead our congregation in
worship through music, please join us for our weekly
rehearsal on Wednesday evenings 6-7pm!
Instrumentalists!
* If you play an instrument and would like to talk about
serving the church through music please reach out via
email!
justin@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com

WHAT’S GOING ON AT WOODLAWN?
FOR THE MONTH OF JULY
WE WILL BE COLLECTING:
Canned Chicken And Dumplings,
Jelly, Canned Beef Stew
Oatmeal, Canned Fruit

Sunday morning
TRUTH
services:
SEEKERS
Sunday school
9:45am
11:00am
Worship in the
Sanctuary
Sunday morning
worship live at
11:00am
www.woodlawnbaptistlowell.com
If you do not have access to a
computer, please let the
church office know. We
have dvds available.

Wednesday
Evening
At Woodlawn
7-8pm
Adults-Bible Study and
discussion in the Gym
Preschoolers –
Preschool
Department-Ed Bldg.
Children – Children’s
Department-Ed Bldg.
Students
Student Room-Ed Bldg.

SPECIAL OCCASIONS - JULY 2021

1
2
6
8

Lawana Hovis
Harrison Swindell
Emily Rodgers
Anna Grace Stewart

10 Mark Hall
10 James Sears

12
16
21
25
28
30

Hensley Evans
Sandra Simonds.
Abby Jones
Caroline Grant
Ashleigh Grant
Reagan Evans

12 Kayla Hawkins
17 Keylee Calvert
22 Shirley Falls
26 Hanna Moore
28 Melanie Hawkins
31 Justin Clements

14
18
22
27
29
31

Ruth Abbott
Louann Gates
Canaan Morehead
Kim Collins
Beatty Walker
Carolyn Patton

Happy Anniversary
1 Eddie and Debbie Calvert
4 Nathan and Holly Bell
9 Rick and Joyce Fowler
18 Chris and Leslie Lamb
29 Chris and Ragan Norris
29 Gabe and Abbey Veazey
❖ Read through the Bible
in a year
❖ Read through the New
Testament
❖ Read through the Bible
Chronologically
❖ Read through Mark

WOODLAWN BAPTIST CHURCH
STAFF
Pastor: Mitch Evans
mitch@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com
Worship Minister – Justin Morehead
justin@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com
Student Minister – Gabe Veazey
gabe@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com
Ministry Assistant: Crystal Watkins
admin@woodlawnbaptist-lowell.com

FINANCIAL DIGEST
AS OF MAY 2021
INCOME YEAR TO DATE
$181,959.05
OFFERING MAY 2021

$36,890.65
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

The WBC Newsletter is a monthly publication for
Woodlawn Baptist Church
1101 N. Main St.
Lowell, NC 28098
Phone: 704-824-4261

Sunday School is at 9:45am
Worship service is at 11:00am
Sunday evening service and activities
are at 6:00pm
Wednesday small groups, youth and
children’s activities are at 7:00pm

Church Office
Hours
Monday
Thru
Thursday
8am – 4pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL
MAY 2020 – 0 (COVID-19)
MAY 2021 - 114 (COVID-19)

WORSHIP
MAY 2020 – 124 (COVID-19)
MAY 2021 - 180 (COVID19)
Please note that the 2020/2021 averages represent
attendance during the Coronavirus quarantine
situation.

Woodlawn Baptist Church is
happy to allow members to
use our facilities.
We just ask that you complete a
“Facilities Use Form” and give it to the
Ministry Assistant so she can be sure
there are no scheduling conflicts and
can add your event to the church
calendar. The “Facilities Use Forms”
are available in the church office or
workroom.

MISSIONS
Olympic Hero and Missionary
Eric Liddell
Before the Olympic games kick off later this month in
Tokyo, Japan you should watch the award-winning
movie “Chariots of Fire''. The movie is about a famous
sprinter from the UK who ran in the 1924 Olympics who
later became a missionary to China. His name was Eric
Liddell. The movie is based on his refusal to race on a
Sunday due to his religious convictions. That decision
made him world famous. The movie ends with him
winning his gold medal.
His life after the movie was even more interesting. Eric Liddell was born to Scottish missionaries in
China. As he grew older, he was sent to a boarding school in London. It was there that he excelled in
all kinds of sports, even when he went to Edinburgh University. He was captain of the cricket and rugby
team. He even played rugby for the national Scottish team. Crowds would gather to hear him speak.
You could say he was an early version of Tim Tebow. In his prime he went back to China as a
missionary teaching science to Chinese college students. In 1934 he married Florence Mackenzie.
They had three children together. He would never see his third child. In 1941 Japan invaded China.
Eric sent his family to Canada while he stayed behind to continue the work. In 1943 Eric was captured
and sent to a POW camp. While he was in camp, he organized sports and held Sunday services. In
1945 after having dizzy spells, he died of a brain tumor just months before the camp was liberated. Eric
was known for his success as an Olympian. His submission to the Lord’s will in his life is his legacy
Articles: https://bit.ly/3jK7A27 https://www.challies.com/articles/running-the-race/
https://www.challies.com/articles/finishing-the-race/

VBS (Storytime and Missions)
We had a great time this year in VBS during story time and
missions. This year’s mission country was the United Kingdom
where I grew up. We learned about the four states/countries that
make up the UK: Wales, N Ireland, England and Scotland. We
also learned about the desperate need for the gospel in that
country. We had the teachers sample different foods and
delicacies each night just to watch their facial expressions. The
very last night we served haggis to them. Our Operation
Christmas Child campaign was an overwhelming success. Our
goal was to raise $500. The children raised $609.87. This is the
first year we have exceeded our goal. More details about OCC
to come in the fall. We look forward to next year!

The Pates in Brazil
Continue to pray for our missionary family in
Campinas, Sao Paulo State, Brazil. Brian has been
busy teaching. He had a full and fruitful week of
training in Lucas do Rio Verde. Let’s continue to pray
for and support this important work the Pates are
doing.

Monkey River Belize
Travel restrictions continue in place to Belize. Some
internal restrictions have been reimplemented. Three
villages south of Monkey River have been placed on
lockdown. Families are given food packages every 4
days and $150 a week to live on. The government has
rolled out a slogan - “Before you relax, get vax!” 75K
have received their first shot and 33K have received
their second shot. Continue to pray for our friends in
Monkey River.

Unreached People Group Highlight
Somali in the United States
Language: Somali
Primary Religion: Islam
Country: USA
Population: : 184,000 (US), 24,674,200 (World)
Evangelicals: 0.00% Christian Adherents: 0.00%
Scripture: Complete Bible
Mostly located in Minneapolis, Columbus, OH and
Seattle

2020-2021 Deacon Family and Ministry Assignment

Tom Botts – A-Be
Missions, Website

Eric Gunter – Bf-Cl
Sunday School, Student Ministry

Jonathan Grant – Cm-Fe
Decorations, Recreations

Jon Calvert – Ff-Go
Music, Audio Visual

Ray Gilbert – Gp-H
Finance, Prayer, Young at Heart

Tony Watkins – I-Mi
Greeters, Baptism, Security, Bus

Scott McCombs – Mj-Re
Bereavement, Benevolence, Fellowship

Max Collins – Rf-Sm
Food Pantry, Women’s Ministry

Eddie Calvert – Sn-V
Building and Grounds

Chris Norris – W-Z
Children, Men’s Ministry
Your deacon on duty for

JULY
Tom Botts and Eddie Calvert

