
Sunday, January 30, 2022

Heart Matters: Celebration
“I like to party”

Key Passage: Nehemiah 8:9-12

Celebration is a Natural Response to God’s ______________.

Celebration Produces __________ which is our Fuel!

Celebration Flows From _______________________,
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1.  What holiday does your family celebrate well?  What are some things 
that you do to celebrate?

2. Read Nehemiah 8:9-12.  What was the first response of the people to 
hearing the Law being read?  Why does Nehemiah encourage them to 
begin to change their response?

3. Many times, followers of Christ are like the people in Nehemiah, and 
celebration is not our response to God.  Why is that that Christians are 
sometimes serious or sad in response to God?

4. Read Luke 15:3-7, Luke 15:8-10, Luke 15:2–24.  Highlight or note 
everytime you see the word joy, rejoice, or celebrate.  What brings God 
joy, and how does He celebrate it? 

5. Sometimes communion, baptism, and Easter are called celebrations.  
What are some ways that we could return a sense of celebration to these 
activities?  Have you ever seen these things done with a sense of 
celebration?

6.  Verse 10 says that the “joy of the Lord is our strength”.  Based on this 
week’s message, what does that mean?  How have you seen this to be 
true?  How do we access God’s joy?

7.  It’s important to remember that joy and happiness are different.  It is 
possible to have joy and even celebrate even while unhappy.  What is the 
difference between joy and happiness?  Read Psalms 4:7 in the NLT 
translation for some perspective.

8. What is one thing that you could do this week to become a little more 
joyful or celebratory.

Going Deeper: Write Romans 15:13 on a piece of paper.  Post it 
somewhere where you will read it daily.  As you read it say a quick prayer 
ask the Lord to fill you with joy as you trust Him.  Attempt to memorize the 
verse if possible.  
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