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in the liturgical calendar of the United Methodist Church, and of many other Christian 
denominations, encourages the living to reflect with reverent respect and to honor our loved 
ones who have finished their course and now rest from their labors.  All Saints Day, November 
1, 2019, begins the fifth full year in which the Memorial Columbarium of First United 
Methodist Church is available as the final resting place for members of our extended family.  
Their inurnment within this sacred structure in the Memorial Garden between the Sanctuary 

and Couch Chapel enables our frequent meditation on their completed lives and on our continuing personal 
Christian service. 

Inurnments. We are grateful for the life of each person inurned in the Columbarium during the 2018-2019 
year. We honor the memory of:

Including all inurnments since August 31, 2015, forty-three persons are inurned in the Memorial Columbarium 
as of All Saints Day, 2019.

Communications. On this and forthcoming All Saints Day, First United Methodist Church, through the 
Columbarium Committee, reports Columbarium Ministry milestones.  This annual summation supplements 

ongoing personal and media communications.  During the 2018-2019 year, Clergy and Columbarium Committee 
members assisted prospective subscribers in pre-need planning.  Clergy counseled with families experiencing 
death on memorials, committal services, and inurnment.  Through individual conversations and small-group 
orientations, Committee members described Ministry functions.  The primary communication medium is 
the Church website, providing frequently updated documents and descriptions (https://firstshreveport.com/
columbarium). 
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Subscriptions. The Columbarium Ministry was established to be financially self-supporting.  In 2014, Church 
Trustees authorized capital construction and operating expenses to be funded from existing Church resources, 

with subsequent reimbursement—determined by the Trustees—as niche subscriptions are received.  In mid-2018, 
receipts from subscriptions exceeded inception-to-date expenses, including original construction and ongoing 
operating and administrative outlays.  In January 2019, internal Church resources from which Columbarium 
advances were obtained were reimbursed.  Now, a Columbarium escrow fund created through subscription fees 
is available for current operations and future construction.  As of October 31, 2019, 96 (32.7 per cent) of the 294 
dual-capacity niches have been subscribed at the fixed fee of $2,500 each for equivalent gross receipts of $240,000.  

Governance. An integral part of the Church, the Columbarium is owned by the Church (through the 
Louisiana Annual Conference) and is governed by the Church Council.  The Council appoints a Columbarium 

Committee to act in its behalf in implementing the Columbarium Ministry.  The 2018-2019 Committee membership 
was one Clergy and six laity.  The Business Office performs financial and statutory administrative functions and 
maintains permanent documents.

Christian Observance of All Saints Day—November 1—originates in our belief in the spiritual bond 
between those in heaven and the living.  Since early Christianity, the Church is considered to include not only 

living believers, but also those who have gone before us.  Scriptural and traditional examples relate to All Saints 
Day symbolism:

 Hebrews 12, verse 1 includes the familiar wording “since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,” 
acknowledging the bond of saints in heaven with the living.
 The Apostles’ Creed announces our belief in “the communion of saints . . . and the life everlasting.”
 John Wesley documented All Saints Day observances in his journal entries of November 1, 1767, of 1788, 
and of 1789.
 Charles Wesley, in 1759, composed the hymn “Come, Let Us Join Our Friends Above” (The United 
Methodist Hymnal #709). The theme of spiritual bond recurs in all verses, including:

Let all saints on earth unite to sing, with those to glory gone, 
for all the servants of our King in earth and heaven, are one.

Statutory Compliance. The Columbarium is acknowledged by the Louisiana Cemetery Board to be in 
compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes, Title 8 [Cemeteries], Sections 78C and 78D [Exemptions].

“§78C. The provisions of R.S. 8:70, 71, 72, 73, and 76 shall not apply to columbarium facilities   
              owned and operated by churches for the interment of human remains.”
“§78D. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, every cemetery authority or person seeking   
           to be identified as a cemetery or columbarium facility that is exempt pursuant to the provisions       
          of this Section, shall provide the board such proof as the board deems necessary to determine          
              whether an applicant meets the qualifications for exemption.”

 The Church received on July 24, 2015 an “Exempt Certificate of Authority” to operate the Columbarium.  
(The Certificate is reproduced in the 2014-2015 Columbarium Annual Report [posted on the Church website].)  
Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 8, Section 78(E.1) requires any church operating a columbarium to obtain renewal 
of its Certificate by the Louisiana Cemetery Board on a three-year cycle.  In February 2019 the Church submitted 
documentation accepted by the Board to obtain renewal of its Certificate for the April 2019 through March  
2022 cycle.
 The Church complies with relevant elements of Louisiana Revised Statutes, Title 8 [Cemeteries], Section 662 
[Record of remains to be kept], Section 659(A) and Section 660(5) [Moving of remains]; Louisiana Administrative 
Code, Title 46 [Professional and Occupational Standards], Part XIII [Cemetery Industry] Board Rules and 
Regulations, Chapter 9 [Cemetery Records and Documents], and Board periodic reporting requirements.


