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in the liturgical calendar of the United Methodist Church, and of many other Christian 
denominations, encourages the living to reflect with reverent respect and to honor our 
loved ones who have finished their course and now rest from their labors.  All Saints Day, 
November 1, 2018, begins the fourth full year in which the Memorial Columbarium of 
First United Methodist Church is available as the final resting place for members of our 
extended family.  Their inurnment within this sacred structure in the Memorial Garden 

between the Sanctuary and Couch Chapel enables our frequent meditation on their completed lives and 
on our continuing personal Christian service. 

Inurnments. We are grateful for the life of each person inurned in the Columbarium during the 2017-
2018 year. We honor the memory of:

Including all inurnments since August 31, 2015, thirty persons are inurned in the Memorial Columbarium 
as of All Saints Day, 2018.

Communications. On this and forthcoming All Saints Day, First United Methodist Church,   
 through the Columbarium Committee, reports Columbarium Ministry milestones.  This annual 

summation supplements ongoing personal and media communications.  During the 2017-2018 year, 
Clergy and Columbarium Committee members assisted prospective subscribers in pre-need planning.  
Clergy counseled with families experiencing death on memorials, committal services, and inurnment.  
Through individual conversations and small-group orientations, Committee members described Ministry 



Page 2 of 2

Subscriptions. The Columbarium Ministry was established to be financially self-supporting.  In    
 2014, Church Trustees authorized capital construction and operating expenses to be funded from 

existing Church resources, with subsequent reimbursement—determined by the Trustees—as niche 
subscriptions are received.  As of October 31, 2018, 83 of the 294 niches (28.2 per cent) have been 
subscribed at the fixed fee of $2,500 each for equivalent gross receipts of $207,500.   In early-2018, receipts 
from subscriptions exceeded inception-to-date expenses, including original construction and ongoing 
operating and administrative outlays.  As subscription fees are received incrementally, Church advances 
may be reimbursed and a Columbarium escrow fund will become available for current operations and 
future construction.

Governance. An integral part of the Church, the Columbarium is owned by the Church (through  
 the Louisiana Annual Conference) and is governed by the Church Council.  The Council appoints 

a Columbarium Committee to act in its behalf in implementing the Columbarium Ministry.  The 2017-
2018 Committee membership was one Clergy and six laity.  The Business Office maintains permanent 
documents and conducts financial and statutory administrative functions. 

Statutory Compliance. The Columbarium is acknowledged by the Louisiana Cemetery Board to be  
 in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes, Title 8 [Cemeteries], Section 78c [Exemptions].  The 

Church received on July 24, 2015 an “Exempt Certificate of Authority” to operate the Columbarium.  (The 
Certificate is reproduced in the 2014-2015 Columbarium Annual Report.)  Louisiana Revised Statutes 
Title 8, Section 78 (e.1) requires churches operating columbaria to obtain renewal of Certificates by the 
Louisiana Cemetery Board on a three-year cycle.  The Church will be expected to apply for renewal of its 
Certificate not later than April 1, 2019.

The Church complies with relevant elements of Louisiana Revised Statutes, Title 8 [Cemeteries], Section 
662 [Record of remains to be kept], Louisiana Administrative Code, Title 46 [Professional and Occupational 
Standards], Part XIII [Cemetery Industry] Board Rules and Regulations, Chapter 9 [Cemetery Records 
and Documents], and Board periodic reporting requirements.

In its 2018 Regular Session, the Louisiana Legislature amended Revised Statutes, Title 8, Section 659(A) 
and added Section 660(5) governing moving of remains from a cemetery.

functions.  With frequent updates, the primary communication medium is the Church website, providing 
documents and descriptions (https://firstshreveport.com/columbarium). 

In 2018 the Church implemented a recommendation, initiated through the Columbarium Committee, 
to increase emphasis on personal observance of All Saints Day.  In the spirit of lasting bonds of Christian 
brotherhood among the living and the deceased, the Church encouraged additional remembrance 
of persons who greatly influenced our Christian and secular life.  During the year, Church members 
participated in such remembrances with donations for a special floral display in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
October 28, 2018—the Sunday preceding November 1, 2018. 


