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All Saints Day in the liturgical calendar of the United Methodist Church, and of many other 
Christian denominations, enables we the living to reflect with reverent respect and to honor our 
loved ones who have finished their course and now rest from their labors.  Sunday, November 1, 
2015, is significant―additionally―as the first All Saints Day in which the Memorial Columbar-
ium of First United Methodist Church is the final resting place for three members of our extend-
ed family.  Their inurnment within this sacred structure in the Memorial Garden between the 
Sanctuary and Couch Chapel enables our frequent meditation on their completed lives and on our 
continuing personal Christian service.   
 
Inurnments.  We are grateful for the life of each person inurned in the Columbarium.  We honor 
the memory of: 

Mrs. Dianne R. McCollum Brossette  
Mrs. Anita Joy Davis 

Mr. Harold David Reed 
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Communications.  On this and forthcoming All Saints Days, First Methodist through the Col-
umbarium Committee will report Columbarium Ministry milestones.  This annual summation 
supplements ongoing communications through multiple media.  The Church Internet website 
provides comprehensive information, illustrations, and documents with frequent updates.  This 
resource was begun in 2014 upon announcement of the Church’s establishing the Columbarium 
Ministry.  Concurrently, an illustrated brochure was published for ready reference to the Minis-
try.  The website was expanded in 2015 as the Columbarium was completed and dedicated (web-
site address:  http://firstshreveport.org/columbarium).  The Columbarium Committee conducted 
in-person orientations to small groups and Sunday School classes, offering familiarization in 
Ministry functions. 
 
Background.  For more than a decade, First Methodist cler-
gy and lay members evaluated providing a columbarium 
within the Church campus.  This objective was considered 
during establishment of the Memorial Garden, which was 
dedicated on All Saints Day, 1999, as a site to memorialize 
deceased members in spirit.  A plaque on the exterior 
northwest corner wall of Couch Chapel identifies partici-
pants in establishing the Memorial Garden.  In 2013, a 
committee of clergy and lay members was appointed to de-
velop proposals for providing a columbarium.  The commit-
tee selected the site for the columbarium on the west pe-
rimeter of the Memorial Garden, in recognition of the origi-
nal purpose of the Garden.  The sacredness of the Garden is 
enhanced by creation of actual final resting places for de-
ceased First Methodist family members.  On April 13, 2014, the Church Council approved the 
committee’s proposal for columbarium construction and administrative policies. 
 
Construction and Installation.  Placement of the Columbarium within the Memorial Garden 
was designed by the Shreveport architectural firm of Somdal Associates.  Fabrication of the 294 
niche units, granite faceplates, and internal supporting elements (concrete and metal) was per-
formed by Eickhof Columbaria, Inc. at its facility in Crookston, Minnesota.  An Eickhof team 
delivered and installed the Columbarium structures on April 3 and 4, 2015.  On-site construction 
management was provided by Gene Nims Builders, Inc. of Shreveport.  This work included site 
preparation, removal of the original perimeter fence and fountain, concrete foundation upon 
which the Columbarium structures are placed, brick enclosures of the structures and fountain, 
brick walkway in front of the Columbarium, and compatible Memorial Garden landscaping.  The 
Church anticipates that Eickhof Columbaria, Inc. will continue as the source for standardized 
inscription of niche faceplates and for urns of standardized dimension. 
 
Dedication.  The Memorial Columbarium was formally dedicated by First Methodist clergy on 
Sunday, June 14, 2015.  Clergy and congregation dedicated “the Columbarium and ourselves to 
Christ’s service until that day we are joined together with the saints in glory.”   
 

http://firstshreveport.org/columbarium
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Subscriptions.  The Columbarium Ministry was established to be financially self-supporting.  
Church Trustees authorized initial capital construction and non-recurring expenses to be funded 
from existing Church resources, with reimbursement periodically as individual niche subscrip-
tions are received.  To date, 32 niches have been subscribed at the fixed fee of $2,500 each for 
equivalent receipts of $80,000.  As advances from Church resources are reimbursed, subscription 
fees will create a Columbarium escrow fund balance to be available for current maintenance and 
future construction. 
 
Statutory Compliance.  The Columbarium is acknowledged by the Louisiana Cemetery Board 
to be in compliance with Revised Statutes, Title 8 [Cemeteries], Section 78c [Exemptions].  A 
photocopy of the State certificate is attached.  Further, the Church complies with relevant ele-
ments of Title 8 [Cemeteries], Section 662 [Record of remains to be kept], Louisiana Adminis-
trative Code, Title 46 [Professional and Occupational Standards], Part XIII [Cemetery Industry] 
Board Rules and Regulations, Chapter 9 [Cemetery Records and Documents], and Board period-
ic reporting requirements. 
 
Governance.  The Columbarium is owned by, is an integral part of the Church, and is governed 
by the Church Council.  The Columbarium Committee, appointed by the Church Council, acts in 
behalf of the Church Council with respect to the Columbarium.   
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