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Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   
1. Jesus’   willingness   to   humble   himself,   put   on   the   serving   towel,   and   wash   the   disciples’   feet   

follows   the   fact   that   “Jesus   knew   that   the   Father   had   put   all   things   under   his   power,   and   that   he   
had   come   from   God   and   was   returning   to   God”   (page   368).   Why   do   you   think   knowing   that   
affected   his   serving   capacity?   What   comparisons   can   you   make   to   Jesus’   self-knowledge   and   
the   kind   of   knowledge   that   can   help   you   be   a   better   servant?   

  
2. Jesus   spoke   of   being   “the   way   and   the   truth   and   the   life”   (page   370).   How   would   you   put   that   

claim   into   your   own   words?   Jesus   followed   that   up   by   saying   we   can’t   come   to   the   Father   unless   
we   go   through   him.   If   God’s   heart   for   those   far   from   him   is   so   big,   what   explains   this   apparent   
narrow   road   of   return?   

  
Day   Two   
1. Jesus   warned   us   that   even   though   we   are   his   followers,   “in   this   world   you   will   have   trouble”   (page   

371).   Why   become   a   follower   of   Jesus   if   he   doesn’t   always   make   things   in   this   world   better   for   
us?   How   does   his   example   of   willingness   to   die   in   service   to   others   help   us   through   our   own   hard   
times?   

  
2. Jesus   combined   an   understandable   desire   not   to   suffer   with   a   readiness   to   do   whatever   the   

Father   willed   (page   372).   How   does   this   illustrate   both   his   humanity   and   his   divinity?   What   from   
Jesus’   example   can   we   take   away   as   guidance   for   our   own   prayer   life?   

  
Day   Three   
1. How   is   Barabbas’   release—the   guilty   one   freed   as   the   innocent   Jesus   was   condemned   instead   

(page   376)—a   metaphor   for   how   we   are   saved?   If   you   were   Barabbas,   what   would   you   have   felt?   
How   close   is   that   to   what   you   actually   feel   as   a   rescued   sinner?   

  
2. In   what   ways   do   the   taunts   and   mocking   questions   thrown   at   Jesus   on   the   cross   (page   378)   

parallel   how   the   devil   tempted   him   at   the   beginning   of   his   ministry?   Why   was   it   so   important   for   
Jesus   to   know   who   he   was   and   not   have   to   “prove”   himself   in   the   way   they   demanded?   What   
knowledge   do   you   think   helped   him   stay   strong   during   that   excruciating   experience?  

    


