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Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   

1. The   parables   about   a   lost   sheep,   a   lost   coin,   and   a   lost   son   (page   337-338)   are   central   to   Jesus’   
overall   message.   What   are   the   common   elements   in   all   three   parables?   In   the   parable   of   the   lost   
son,   what   is   the   older   son’s   reaction   to   the   returning   brother?    What   kind   of   attitude   do   you   think   
Jesus   is   trying   to   correct   by   including   this   detail?   

  
2. “The   Good   Samaritan”   (page   338)   is   such   a   famous   story   that   the   term   has   become   part   of   

everyday   language.   Yet   another   emphasis   is   Jesus’   indictment   of   the   not-so-good   characters.   
Who   would   they   correspond   to   in   our   day?   How   do   you   sometimes   act   like   those   folks?   Who   in   
your   world   needs   you   to   be   a   Good   Samaritan   right   now?   

  
Day   Two   

1. Jesus’   model   prayer,   sometimes   called   the   Lord’s   Prayer   or   the   Our   Father   (page   341)   is   a   good   
outline   to   use   when   praying.   Yet   what   does   Jesus   say   just   before   this   prayer   that   should   keep   us   
from   rote   repetition   of   it?   What   are   the   main   themes   of   this   model   that   you   could   put   into   your   
own   words   as   you   pray?   

  
2. Jesus’   classic   words   about   worry   (page   342)   are   as   counter-cultural   today   as   they   were   back   

then.   Jesus   challenges   us   to   rightly   view   our   bodies,   our   inherent   value,   and   our   God   as   the   
antidote   to   worry.   How   do   wrong   views   of   these   things   sometimes   affect   you?   

  
Day   Three   

1. Jesus   once   redirected   people   who   sought   him   out   for   temporal   benefits   to   ”not   work   for   food   
that   spoils,   but   for   food   that   endures   to   eternal   life”   (page   349).   When   they   asked   for   clarification   
of   exactly   what   work   God   requires,   Jesus   gave   a   startling   answer.   What   did   he   say?   Why   is   this   
work   the   foundational   “effort”   of   all   Christ   followers   –   without   which   no   other   spiritual   work   really   
matters?   

  

2. Jesus   was   not   universally   popular.   After   experiencing   his   power,   one   group   of   people   begged   him   
to   leave   (page   344).   The   Pharisees   ridiculed   his   ministry   by   accusing   him   of   using   demonic   
powers   (page   346).   And   even   some   of   his   close   followers   eventually   turned   back   and   chose   not   
to   follow   him   (page   350).   What   comparisons   can   you   make   to   these   people   and   those   who   
dismiss   Jesus   in   our   own   day?   What   do   you   imagine   might   ever   pull   you   away   from   following   
him?   What   steps   can   you   take   to   prevent   such   a   tragedy?   

    


