
Jesus’   Ministry   Begins   
The   Story   –   Chapter   23;   Matthew   3-4,   11;   Mark   1-3;   Luke   8;   John   1-4   

Personal   Study   Guide   
March   7-13,   2022   

 
Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   

1. John   the   Baptist   preached   a   message   of   repentance,   which   simply   means   “do   an   about   face”   
(page   321).   Perhaps   in   modern   language   he   might   have   said,   “Come   out   of   your   denial   and   face   
the   truth!”   Why   is   such   a   turning   so   important   for   our   spiritual   journey?   Could   someone   be   in   
God’s   Kingdom   without   that?   Explain.   

  
2. Though   Jesus   responded   to   Satan’s   temptations   with   three   different   responses,   what   phrase   was   

common   to   all   three   answers   (page   322)?   How   might   you   use   his   same   technique   to   fortify   
yourself   against   temptations?   

  
Day   Two   

1. What   requirement   did   Jesus   give   Nicodemus   for   seeing   and   entering   the   kingdom   of   God   (page   
326)?   Nicodemus   was   already   a   devout   person—he   believed   in   God   and   tried   to   follow   his   
commandments.   But   Jesus   told   him,   “no   one   can   see   the   kingdom   of   God   without   being   born   
again.”   Why   is   being   born   again   the   only   way   to   enter   eternal   life,   even   for   an   outwardly   
“religious”   person?   

  
2. Probably   the   most   famous   verse   in   all   of   Jesus’   teaching   is   found   on   page   327   and   begins,   “For   

God   so   loved   the   world.”   The   “good   news”   is   we   can   have   eternal   life   through   Jesus.   What   is   the   
“bad   news”?   Is   “belief”   in   him   simply   a   matter   of   intellectual   agreement   with   a   set   of   facts,   or   
something   else?   Explain.   

  
Day   Three   

1. The   religious   leaders   criticized   Jesus   for   the   kind   of   people   he   ate   with   (pages   331).   Why   might   
religious   convictions   lead   someone   to   think   they   shouldn’t   hang   around   with   non-believers?   Has   
that   ever   happened   to   you?   What   can   you   do   to   show   love   to   someone   far   from   God   this   week?   

  
2. Among   Jesus’   closest   associates   were   women—three   of   whom   are   named   on   page   333.   Note   

that   these   women   were   not   simply   followers   of   Jesus;   they   helped   fund   the   enterprise.   What   
observations   can   you   make   about   Jesus’   view   of   women   and   his   willingness   to   defy   accepted   
gender   limitations   given   his   inviting   them   to   travel   and   serve   alongside   him?   

    


