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Personal   Study   Guide   
February   28   -   March   6,   2022   

 
Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   

1. Jesus,   the   Word,   is   both   with   God   and   also   identified   as   God;   he   is   declared   to   be   the   One   
through   whom   all   things   in   the   universe   were   made   (page   309).   What   implications   does   this   have   
for   the   belief   that   Jesus   was   a   “good   man”   or   perhaps   even   a   prophet—but   nothing   more?   Why   
do   you   think   the   writer   wants   us   to   know   this   profound   theological   truth   as   the   story   of   Jesus   
begins?   

  
2. Some   people   rejected   Jesus   and   others   accepted   him   (page   309).   How   would   you   put   the   

meaning   of   “believed   in   his   name”   into   words   your   non-Christian   friends   would   understand?   
When   people   do   put   their   trust   in   Jesus,   what   “right”   does   the   Bible   say   is   now   theirs?   What   
other   advantages   come   to   God’s   children   that   those   who   are   not   in   relationship   with   him   miss   out   
on?   

 
Day   Two   

1. Jesus’   birth   was   announced   to   simple   shepherds—hardly   an   impressive   audience   by   any   
standards.   What   does   this   tell   you   about   the   heart   of   God   and   who   he   wants   to   include   in   his   new  
community?   

  
2. Four   fulfilled   Old   Testament   prophecies   are   mentioned   in   the   story   so   far:   the   birth   by   a   virgin   

(page   310),   the   birth   city   of   Bethlehem   (page   313-314),   the   time   spent   in   Egypt   (page   259),   and   
the   weeping   of   mothers   after   Herod’s   slaughter   (page   314).    Why   do   you   think   such   details   are   
important   for   the   gospel   writer   to   convey?   What   difference   does   fulfilled   prophecy   make   to   you   
as   you   consider   Jesus?   

 
Day   Three   

1. Though   little   is   known   about   Jesus’   childhood,   at   a   young   age   Jesus   had   a   clear   sense   of   his   
heavenly   origin,   knowing   the   Temple   was   also   his   “Father’s   house”   (page   316).   Why   do   you   
suppose   the   writer   included   this   detail   in   the   story?   

  
2. As   a   child,   Jesus   lived   obediently   to   his   human   parents   progressing   through   all   the   natural   stages   

of   growing   up   (page   316).   What   is   so   important   about   a   “fully   human”   Jesus?   
    


