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The   Story   –   Chapter   21;   Ezra   7;   Neh.   1-2,   4,   6-8;   Mal.   1-4   

Personal   Study   Guide   
February   21-27,   2022   

 
Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   

1. Although   Ezra   expressed   gratitude   for   the   king’s   honoring   of   the   Jewish   Temple   (page   294),   
Artaxerxes   was   likely   also   being   driven   by   self-interest.   How   have   you   seen   God   use   someone’s   
(or   your   own)   self-interest   as   a   tool   to   help   them   move   toward   a   good   end,   even   if   their   motives   
were   less   than   pure?     

 
2. Nehemiah   took   reasonable   precautions   against   the   plot   to   thwart   his   work   on   the   wall   (page   297).   

He   asked   for   God’s   help   rather   than   thinking   it   was   all   up   to   him.   And   he   showed   restraint   by   
setting   up   an   adequate   defense   rather   than   taking   a   preemptive   strike.   How   can   you   apply   these   
principles   in   a   situation   where   you   currently   feel   threatened?   

 
Day   Two   

1. Ezra   and   the   Levites   read   from   the   law   and   “[gave]   the   meaning   so   that   the   people   understood   
what   was   being   read”   (page   300).   That   is   a   great   parallel   to   the   value   of   teachers   in   the   body   of   
Christ   today.   To   what   extent   are   you   exposing   yourself   to   good   teachers   who   can   build   you   up   in   
your   faith?   

 
2. Malachi   chastised   the   people   for   offering   God   their   lame   or   diseased   animals   instead   of   their   best   

animals   (page   302).   What   is   a   way   you   are   tempted   to   offer   God   something   less   than   your   best?   
What   would   giving   your   best   to   him   look   like?   

 
Day   Three   

1. Through   the   prophet   Malachi,   God   challenged   the   people’s   excuses:   as   in,   What   good   is   all   your   
religiosity   if   you   don’t   even   treat   your   spouse   right?   (page   302-303).   How   do   you   sometimes   fail   
to   offer   yourself   in   service   to   those   closest   to   you—maybe   even   excusing   yourself   by   means   of   
“church”   activities?      

 
2. God   knows   that   following   him   can   be   hard.   Yet   God   promises   that   in   due   time,   a   “distinction”   will   

become   clear   (page   303).   Part   of   what   the   people   did   to   encourage   themselves   in   this   situation   
was   “talk   with   each   other”   (page   303),   embracing   the   power   of   community.   How   about   you?   In   
what   ways   does   following   God   seem   like   a   chore   these   days?   Or   when   you   look   at   those   without   
God,   how   do   they   seem   to   have   it   better?   How   can   your   community   help   you?   

  
    


