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Personal   Study   Guide   
February   7-13,   2022  

  
Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   

1. God   moved   in   Cyrus’   heart   and   also   in   the   hearts   of   many   Jews   (page   263)   to   set   in   motion   the   
Temple   rebuilding   process.   While   the   text   does   not   say,   do   you   think   people   typically   recognize   
heart-stirring   as   God   at   work?   To   what   extent   do   you   sense   God   directing   your   heart   in   everyday   
life?     

  
2. Taking   the   above   question   one   step   further,   put   Philippians   2:13   in   your   own   words:   “for   it   is   God   

who   works   in   you   to   will   and   to   act   according   to   his   good   purpose.”   Does   that   make   Cyrus,   the   
Jews,   and   you,   robots   under   God’s   control?   Explain.   

  
Day   Two   

1. What   do   you   think   made   the   older   folks   weep   at   the   dedication   of   the   Temple   (page   265)?   
Describe   a   time   when   God   was   at   work   and   yet   you   wept—   what   was   going   on   in   you?   

  
2. God   explained   to   his   people   that   because   of   their   self-serving   agenda,   they   were   not   fully   

experiencing   the   fruit   of   their   labors   (page   266).   Psalm   127:1   reinforces   this   spiritual   principle:   
“Unless   the   Lord   builds   the   house,   its   builders   labor   in   vain.”   How   have   you   experienced   this?   
How   do   you   explain   those   times   when   people   seem   to   prosper   in   spite   of   their   rejection   of   God’s   
priorities?   

  
Day   Three   

1. Haggai’s   prophecy   of   a   future   “shaking”   included   the   promise   that   “what   is   desired   by   all   nations”   
would   come   to   the   Temple   (page   268).   Jesus   was   the   ultimate   fulfillment   of   this   prophecy   when   
he   came   to   the   Temple   during   his   earthly   life.   How   do   you   think   Jesus   is   what   every   nation—not   
just   the   Jewish   nation—ultimately   desires?   

  
2. The   prophet   Zechariah   declared   what   God   wants   from   his   people:   two   things   to   do,   and   two   

things   to   not   do   (page   269).   What   are   those   things?   Notice   they   go   beyond   personal   morality   and   
include   concern   for   social   justice.   Which   of   these   things   do   you   sense   God   might   want   you   to   
focus   on?   

    


