
  
Daniel   In   Exile   

The   Story   –   Chapter   18;   Daniel   1-3,   6;   Jeremiah   29-31   
Personal   Study   Guide   

January   31   -   February   6,   2022   
  

Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   

1. Daniel   did   not   expect   the   officials   to   take   his   beliefs   about   proper   diet   on   faith,   but   rather   told   
them   to   do   an   experiment   (page   250).   In   what   way   is   this   similar   to   how   we   can   present   evidence   
to   non-believers   about   our   faith   and   its   claims?     

  
2. Daniel   and   his   friends   were   outstanding   leaders   in   a   totally   pagan   environment   (page   250).   How   

can   we   believers   follow   their   example   in   the   secular   environments   in   which   we   find   ourselves?   
  

Day   Two   

1. The   three   men   thrown   into   the   furnace   did   not   know   whether   or   not   God   would   deliver   them   
(page   255),   yet   they   trusted   him   explicitly   with   any   outcome.   How   does   that   compare   to   your   
trust   level   toward   God   these   days?   What   would   help   you   to   have   faith   like   theirs?     

  
2. While   the   three   men   were   in   the   furnace,   a   fourth   man   appeared   with   them   (page   256).   It’s   

obvious   this   was   God’s   way   of   visibly   being   with   them.   But   such   manifestations   are   rare—nothing   
like   that   happens   again   in   the   book   of   Daniel,   nor   is   it   a   common   occurrence   in   biblical   history.   
Knowing   that,   what   is   the   timeless   takeaway   for   us   from   this   passage?   

  
Day   Three   

1. Daniel   became   a   loyal   subject   of   the   new   regime   under   Darius,   and   again   excelled   as   an   
employee   in   a   pagan   administration.   In   particular,   we   are   told   he   was   “trustworthy   and   neither   
corrupt   nor   negligent”   (page   257).   How   can   you   increase   your   reputation   for   living   out   those   
qualities   in   your   work,   school,   or   volunteer   environment?   

  
2. One   of   the   more   remarkable   biblical   prophecies   in   the   Old   Testament   is   the   prediction   that   the   

people   will   spend   70   years   in   exile   in   Babylon   (page   261).   The   passage   also   speaks   to   the   ways   
God   wants   to   be   with   them—not   just   have   them   back   in   the   land.   What   words   or   phrases   can   
you   take   to   heart   as   you   read   what   God   plans   for   and   promises   the   people?   

    


