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Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   

1. King   Rehoboam   could   have   received   wise   counsel   to   help   him   rule,   but   instead   made   a   bad   
decision   (page   194).   Why   do   you   think   he   selected   the   advisors   he   eventually   followed?   What   can  
you   learn   from   Rehoboam’s   decision?      

  
2. King   Jeroboam   set   up   his   own   religious   centers   and   practices   for   worship.   What   was   his   

motivation   to   do   so   (page   196)?   What   comparison   can   you   make   to   the   choices   he   made   and   
those   we   might   be   tempted   to   make   today?     

  
Day   Two   

1. Leadership   is   a   serious   responsibility,   but   Jeroboam   cared   little   for   putting   the   right   people   in   
those   roles   (page   197).   Why   do   you   think   Jeroboam   was   so   careless?   What   might   have   been   the   
people’s   motivation   for   wanting   those   positions?   

  
2. God   warned   Israel   they   would   become   like   the   pagan   nations   they   refused   to   drive   out   and   sure   

enough,   Israel   engaged   in   horrific   practices   (page   199).   We   are   called   to   avoid   the   sinful   patterns   
of   those   around   us,   yet   to   love   our   pagan   neighbors   and   seek   their   redemption.   How   are   you   
doing   at   living   a   holy   life   and   being   loving   to   those   far   from   God?   

  
Day   Three   

1. King   Asa   was   a   reformer   and   put   God’s   priorities   above   even   family   loyalties   (pages   200).   In   what   
ways   is   God   calling   you   to   put   him   above   a   family   influence,   custom,   or   loyalty?   How   can   you   do   
that   without   seeming   self-righteous   or   arrogant?   

  
2. The   brief   story   of   Hiel   rebuilding   Jericho   (page   202)   is   an   illustration   of   the   principle   outlined   in   

Psalm   127:1,   “Unless   the   Lord   builds   the   house,   its   builders   labor   in   vain.”   Are   you   building   
anything   in   your   life   (a   relationship,   a   business,   a   plan)   that   God   might   not   be   fully   endorsing?   
Knowing   it   is   vain   to   go   forward   without   God’s   approval,   what   do   you   think   is   your   next   step?   

  
    


