
From   Shepherd   To   King   
The   Story   –   Chapter   11;   1   Sam.   16-18,   24,   31;   2   Sam.   6,   22;   1   Chron.   17;   Ps.   59   

Personal   Study   Guide   
November   15-21,   2021     

 
Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   

1. The   text   says   God   looks   at   the   heart,   not   outward   appearance,   when   He   evaluates   people   (page   
145).   What   are   some   ways   you   have   been   duped   by   externals   when   it   comes   to   people’s  
character?   Why   do   you   think   we   so   easily   focus   on   external   appearances   rather   than   internal   
character   strengths?     

 
2. David   could   face   Goliath   because   of   the   confidence   he’d   developed   facing   other   life-threatening   

challenges   with   God’s   help   (page   148-149).   Those   two   things   together—real-life   experience   and   
confidence   in   God—are   powerful   developmental   tools.   What   challenge   is   in   front   of   you   today   
that   your   experience   coupled   with   God’s   support   will   enable   you   to   face?   What   doubts   or   fears   
still   need   to   be   addressed?   

 
Day   Two   

1. Saul   was   jealous   not   just   of   David’s   successes,   but   also   of   how   the   people   felt   toward   him   (page   
151).   How   do   you   think   a   godly   leader   should   act   when   a   subordinate   succeeds?   How   can   you   
be   more   like   that   ideal   and   less   like   Saul   in   your   leadership   roles?      

 
2. By   not   taking   advantage   of   the   opportunity   to   kill   Saul,   David   illustrated   an   important   spiritual   

principle   about   the   surprising   power   of   non-violence   (page   153;   compare   with   Romans   12:20-21).   
How   can   you   be   a   better   example   of   using   this   power?   In   what   ways   do   you   doubt   that   
non-violence   is   really   effective?   

 
Day   Three   

1. David   was   willing   to   appear   “undignified”   (page   157-158)   if   it   meant   choosing   God’s   pleasure   
over   what   people   thought   of   him.   Some   have   compared   water   Baptism   in   our   day   as   a   similar   
“undignified”   act   that   shows   our   love   and   appreciation   to   God.   What   other   examples   can   you   
think   of?   Can   this   ever   be   taken   too   far?   Explain.     

 
2. David   was   overwhelmed   at   God’s   goodness   toward   him   personally,   and   amazed   at   how   God   

blessed   the   whole   nation   (page   160).   How   does   David   acknowledge   that   God’s   blessing   of   
him/the   nation   is   not   just   about   him/them   exclusively?   What   caution   would   you   add   to   make   sure   
these   words   are   not   misused   to   promote   a   smug,   spiritual-superiority   complex?   

  
    


