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Read   the   chapter   from   The   Story   in   one   sitting.   Consider   doing   the   reflection   questions   on   three   
separate   days   to   put   space   between   your   learning   and   allow   for   better   and   deeper   retention.   If   three   
separate   reflection   times   aren’t   practical,   you   may   choose   to   read   and   answer   all   three   days’   
questions   in   one   extended   personal   devotional   time.   

  
Day   One   

1. Young   Samuel   heard   the   voice   of   God,   but   didn’t   know   it   was   God   speaking   to   him   (page   132).   
Sometimes   we   might   have   a   thought,   yet   not   realize   that   God   actually   put   in   our   mind.   Describe   a   
recent   prompting   you   believe   came   from   God.   How   do   you   know   it   was   from   Him—or   if   you’re   
not   sure,   what   additional   confirmation   do   you   need?   If   you   rarely   receive   promptings,   what   do   
you   think   might   help   them   occur   more   frequently?     

  
2. Samuel   received   hard   words   to   relay   from   God,   and   Eli   had   to   swallow   his   pride   to   hear   them   

(page   132).   When   God   calls   you   to   say   hard   things,   how   do   you   do?   When   someone   brings   hard   
words   to   you,   how   do   you   receive   them?   What   can   you   do   to   be   a   braver   speaker   of   hard   
words—   and   a   humbler   receiver   of   them?   

  
Day   Two   

1. The   people   wanted   a   king   even   though   God   didn’t   want   them   to   have   one.   What   contributed   to   
that   desire   (pages   135-136)?   What   can   we   learn   from   their   motives,   both   good   and   bad?   

  
2. One   lesson   we   can   take   away   from   the   Israelites’   yearning   for   a   king   is   that   God   doesn’t   

necessarily   deny   His   people   their   wrongful   desires—and   persisting   in   what   we   know   is   harmful   
may   lead   to   terrible   consequences.   What   parallels   can   you   make   to   choices   and   consequences   
in   your   own   life?   

  
Day   Three   

1. Through   Samuel,   God   gave   the   people   instruction   on   what   to   do   once   they   recognized   their   sinful   
choice   to   have   a   king   (page   140-141).   Which   of   God’s   directives   can   we   follow   when   we   sin?   
What   did   God   promise   His   people   (and   by   extension,   us)   even   though   they   disobeyed?     

  
2. Saul’s   actions   in   sparing   Agag   and   the   spoil   from   the   battle   (page   143)   may   at   first   seem   

compassionate.   But   it   is   clear   Saul’s   pattern   was   “selective   obedience.”   What   are   some   ways   you   
are   tempted   toward   external   compliance   but   not   whole-hearted   obedience?   What   do   you   stand   
to   lose   if   that   doesn’t   change?   

    


