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Subject:  BIBLE STUDY BASICS 
Date: 07-30-2022 
Time: 9am-12pm. 
Location: Christ Community Fellowship, Walla Walla, WA 
Instructor: Pastor Matt Dotson 
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1. Class Overview 
a. OBJECTIVE:  To grow in our love and obedience to Jesus Christ as we learn more 

fully how to read and apply His Word to our lives. 
b. 3 SESSIONS 

i. Session 1 The Bible In Your Hand 
1. Bible Translations 
2. The Structure of The Bible 

ii. Session 2 Bible Study Method  
1. Observation 
2. Interpretation 
3. Application 

iii. Session 3 Bible Study Tools 
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1. SESSION: THE BIBLE IN YOUR HANDS 
a. BIBLE TRANSLATIONS*1 

i. Bible translations fall into THREE major categories:   
1. The first is called a DYNAMIC EQUIVALENT translation, which is a 

WORD-FOR-WORD translation - also called a LITERAL translation. 
2. The second is called an INTERMEDIATE or BALANCED translation 

which is also called a THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT translation which is a 
mix between a Formal Equivalent/Word for Word/Literal translation 
and the third type of translation, which is called a: 

3. FUNCTIONAL EQUIVALENT translation, which is a PARAPHRASED 
translation. 

2.  

 
1 Bible Translation Supplemental Materials: 1. The Veracity Of Scripture – John Macarthur Sermon from Mark 16.  2. “How Did We 
Get our Bible?” Dr. Robert Plummer – Southwest University.  
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3.  
 

a. THE STRUCTURE OF THE BIBLE 
i. The Bible consists of 66.  books, written by 40    different authors, written in 

3  different languages, on 3 different continents, over a period of roughly 
1500 years. 

ii. The Bible is divided into 2 major sections: the OLD testament/covenant and 
the NEW testament/covenant.  

1. The Old Testament was written somewhere between 1500 B.C and 
400 B.C. The New Testament was written between 44 A.D – 96 A.D. 2 

2. The Old Testament has 39 books from Genesis to Malachi, and the 
New Testament has 27 books from Matthew to Revelation. 

3. The Old Testament is primarily written in HEBREW and the New 
Testament is written in GREEK.  A small part of Daniel is written in 
ARAMIC. 

iii. The Bible is organized by types of literature called GENRES. 
iv. Each of the testaments are divided into 3 genres of literature 

1. The OT is divided into 3 kinds of writings 
a. HISTORY 
b. POETRY 

 
2 When Were The Books Of The Bible Written 
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c. PROPHCY 
2. The NT is divided into 3 kinds of writings 

a. HISTORY 
b. LETTERS/EPISTLES 
c. PROPHECY 

v. OT/NT Genera Chart: 

vi.  
iv. The 3 Genres in the Old Testament: Historical, Poetic, Prophecy 

1. Historical  
a. 17 Historical Books arranged in Chronological order 

i. The first 5 books of the OT are Historical and are called 
the Torah which means Law in Hebrew – also called the 
Pentateuch (Greek for “5 books”) 

b. Poetic 
i. 5 poetic books in the OT 

1. Psalms = songs 
2. Proverbs 
3. Ecclesiastes 
4. Song of Solomon 
5. Job – oldest book? 

c. Prophetic 
i. 17 Prophetic books in OT 

1. First 5 are called the Major Prophets because they 
are longer writings: Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel.  
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2. Last 12 are called the Minor Prophets because 
they are short writings. 

v. NT Genres: History, Letters, Prophecy. 
1. Historical 

a. 5 Historical books in NT 
i. 4 Gospels (describing the life of Christ) then Acts 

(describing the early church through the work of the 
Apostles – mainly Paul) 

b. 21 Letters/Epistles 
i. First 13 were written by Paul and are called the Pauline 

Epistles or letters (Romans – Philemon) 
1. They are arranged from longest to shortest – 

Starting in Romans and ending in Philemon. 
2. These 13 letters by Paul can even be broken up 

into further categories –  
a. The Prison Epistles which Paul wrote from 

Prison – Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians 
and Philemon. 

b. Pastoral Epistles – 1 & 2 Timothy & Titus 
ii. Then we have other letters written by some of the other 

Apostles which are called the general epistles:  
1. So the Apostle John wrote 123 John,  
2. Peter wrote 1 & 2 Peter,  
3. James wrote James  
4. and Jude wrote Jude.   
5. Hebrews?. 

c. Prophetic –  
i. The Book of Revelation is the only Prophetic Book in the 

NT 
1. Revelation is Apokalypsis in ancient Greek, which 

is where we get the word, Apocalypse which 
means the unveiling. 

a. So Revelation is also known as Apocalyptic 
literature. 

c. QUESTIONS 
d. BREAK 
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2. SESSION 2: HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE (HERMENEUTICS) 
a. 2 Timothy 2:15 

i. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved,[a] a worker who 
has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 

b. RULE OF INTERPRETATION:  There is 1 meaning  and sometimes many 
implications and applications. 

i. We are seeking to come to know in any given passage of scripture, what 
the original author meant when he was writing to his original audience. 
Once we understand this we will have  

1. Two terms to consider when it comes to interpreting the Bible: 
Exegesis and Eisegesis3 

a. “Exegesis and eisegesis are two conflicting approaches in Bible 
study. Exegesis is the exposition or explanation of a text based 
on a careful, objective analysis. The word exegesis literally 
means “to lead out of.” That means that the interpreter is led 
to his conclusions by following the text.” (from 
gotquestions.org) 

b. “The opposite approach to Scripture is eisegesis, which is the 
interpretation of a passage based on a subjective, non-
analytical reading. The word eisegesis literally means “to lead 
into,” which means the interpreter injects his own ideas into 
the text, making it mean whatever he wants.” (from 
gotquestions.org) 

i. So as we approach the scriptures, we’re not asking the 
question, “what does this mean to you”.   

ii. We are seeking to find out “what the author meant 
when they wrote it” – under the inspiration of the Spirit 
of God. 

ii. So that is the first objective in studying your Bible – to seek what it says, not 
what you/we/I want it to say. 

c. STEPS TO STUDYIING THE BIBLE 
i. The First Step to finding out what the Bible means is to Pray 

1. Eph 1:15-19 (Paul’s prayer for the church in Ephesus) 
a. “15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the 

Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not 
stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 
3 Exegesis and Eisegesis 
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the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit[f] of wisdom and 
revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the 
eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 
know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably 
great power for us who believe.” 

2. Pray that the Lord would give us spiritual ears to hear and eyes to 
see. 

ii. The Second Step is to READ 
1. Read the passage all the way through, repeatedly – so you get the 

flow. 
iii. The THIRD Step is to IDENTIFY the TYPE OF LITERATURE4 

1. History? Poetry? Letter? Prophecy? 
a. (Handout – How To Interpret Biblical Literature) 
b. So there are rules that help you to identify and interpret each 

type of literature –  
c. Example: Hebrew Poetry 

i. Hebrew Poetry isn’t like our poetry where one of the key 
identifiers of our poetry is rhyming. 

ii. Instead Hebrew poetry uses Parallelism which is also 
known as “thought rhyming”.    

iii. It is taking one thought and balancing it with another – 
like we would with rhyming words, but theirs is done 
with thoughts. 

iv. There are 2 basic forms of Parallelism – Synonymous and 
Antithetical – don’t get scared. 

1. Synonymous means that the thought of the first 
line is repeated by the second line in a slightly 
different way. 

a. Example: Psalm 19:1 
i. “The heavens declare the glory of 

God; the skies proclaim the work of 
his hands.” 

ii. Two ways of saying the same thing. 
2. Antithetical means that two lines contrast each 

other: 
a. Example: Proverbs 15:1 

 
4 See Supplemental Materials: Types of Biblical Literature 
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i. “A gentle answer turns away wrath, 
but a harsh word stirs up anger.” 

ii. Saying contrasting things to make a 
point. 

3. Both – they can be used together 
a. Example: Isaiah 1:3 

i. “The ox knows its owner, 
and the donkey its master's crib, but 
Israel does not know, my people do 
not understand.” 

4. These Parallelisms can be arranged in different 
ways –  

a. One of the ways is as an Acrostic which is 
where the first letter of each of the verses 
creates a pattern – like all of psalm 119 
where the first letter of each verse is a 
letter in the Hebrew alphabet in order. 

b. Another gem that I love is proverbs 6:16-19 
i. There are six things that 

the Lord hates, seven that are an 
abomination to him: 
17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 
    and hands that shed innocent 
blood, 
18 a heart that devises wicked plans, 
    feet that make haste to run to evil, 
19 a false witness who breathes out 
lies, 
    and one who sows discord among 
brothers. 

5.  
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2. So Identifying the type of literature you are reading and 
understanding the rules of interpretation each kind is very important. 

3. So, you want to pray, read, identify the literature then you want to 
OBSERVE  

d. Fourthly, OBSERVATION – Look for the Obvious 
i. When you are OBSERVING, start by asking the 4w’s & an H. 

1. WHO wrote it? Who said it? Who are the major characters? Who are 
the people/types of people mentioned? To whom is the author 
speaking? About whom is he speaking? 

2. WHAT are the main events? What are the major ideas? What are the 
major teachings? What are these people like? What does he talk 
about the most?  

3. WHEN was it written? When did this event take place, when will it 
happen? When did he say it? When did he do it? 

4. WHERE was this done? where was this said? Where will this happen?  
5. HOW is it done? How did it happen? How is this truth illustrated?5 

ii. Observe Key Words  
1. A Key word is essential to understanding a sentence or passage – 

without it, it leaves the passage devoid of meaning 
a. Genesis 1 Keyword? 

iii. Key Phrases & Statement 
1. Key phrases & statements are often repetitions that give emphasis or 

organization 
a. Gen 1 “And God said” “Let there be” “and it was so” etc.… 

2. These key words, phrases & statements help you understand the 
author’s intent. 

a. “I like tacos, tacos are great, tacos are super delicious, I would 
fly a thousand miles for tacos at El Indio” 

i. Guess what the author is communicating about? Tacos. 
3. Big Picture – We want to discover what it says – what the original 

author said to their original audience. 
4. We do this through prayer, Asking the 4W’s & an H and by Observing 

Key Words, Phrases & Statements. 
iv. GROUP OBSERVATION EXERCISE: 

1. Observation Group Exercise (Groups of 6) 
2. Handouts 

a. Scripture Text 
b. Observation/App/Int Chart 

 
5 Kay Arthur, How to Study Your Bible 
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c. Types of Literature 
d. Each group is going to be given a passage of scripture with the 

objective of finding out what it says. 
e. Pray (one person) 
f. Read the passage (together – then individually) 
g. Identify what kind of literature (Types of Literature Handout) 
h. Look for & Identify the: WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, HOW 
i. Look for & Identify key words, phrases & statements. 
j. Ask questions of the text. 

i. We are not looking for the meaning yet, just what it is 
saying. 

ii. In 20 minutes, we will go over it. 
iii. My QUESTIONS: 

1. What Genre – How did you figure that out? 
a. GIVE ME YOUR: 

i. WHO 
ii. WHAT 

iii. WHEN  
iv. WHERE 
v. HOW’s 

vi. KEY WORDS 
vii. KEY PHRASES & STATEMENTS 

2. Their Questions? 
a. Words, Phrases, History, Culture, etc. 

e. Fifthly, INTERPRETATION - WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
i. With all that you have acquired, what was the Original Author 

communicating to the Original Audience – what is the central point? 
ii. THERE IS ONLY 1 Meaning. 

iii. There are 4 Principles to remember when coming to your interpretation 
1. Literal Principal – It should be understood in its literal normal sense – 

don’t make it weird. 
2. Historical Principle – Interpret it in its historical context – does my 

interpretation jive with the people of the day? 
3. Grammatical Principle – This means we understand the grammatical 

structure in the original language – others have done the work 
regarding to whom pronouns are referring to and what the tense of 
the verbs are and such – so we can lean on these scholars. 

4. Synthesis Principle – The Bible doesn’t contradict itself – Your 
interpretation can’t contradict scripture in another place. 
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a. Puddle to a pool  
i. The problem with interpretation is that we don’t know 

what we don’t know.  So, we rely upon those who know 
more and grow in understanding of these principles as 
we go. 

iv. Now, knowing what you know – have a 5 Minute Discussion on WHAT IT 
MEANS – you are answering “what is the original author saying to the 
original audience”. 

f. Lastly, NOW THAT YOU KNOW WHAT IT MEANS – NOW COMES APPLICATION: 
i. TO apply the truth of what you just learned you need to ask: 

1. What does the meaning of the passage mean and what are the 
implications for me? 

a. Example – Jesus told His disciples to love their enemies and so 
as His follower I too must love my enemies. 

2. What implications does that have upon my life – how do I love my 
enemies? 

a. Great questions lead to more study – like “what does God 
mean when He asks his disciples to love?” 

i. Love my enemies in both what I do and don’t do. 
3. So, in application we are asking: 

a. How does the meaning of this passage apply to me?  
b. What truths am I to embrace, believe, or order my life by?  
c. What changes should I make in my beliefs, in my life, in my 

thinking and actions to bring glory to God? 
i. 2 TIMOTHY 3:16 

1. “16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching (Doctrine/divine truth), for 
reproof (rebuke to correct bad behavior or false 
doctrine), for correction (setting something 
upright again/like a broken bone being set), and 
for training in righteousness (building us up in 
righteousness), (WHY) 17 that the man of 
God[b] may be complete, equipped for every good 
work.” (in other words, to be enabled to meet all 
the demands of righteousness) JM 

ii. Matthew 7:24-27 
1. 24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine 

and does them will be like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the 



13 
 
 

floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not do them will be 
like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

ii. This is what it is all about – being transformed by His Word in our souls. 
1. Take a 10 Minute Break – Bible Study Tools 
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3. SESSION 3 – BIBLE STUDY TOOLS 
a. Let me ask –  

i. What are the questions you had about the passages you were studying – 
what information was missing? 

1. Did you understand all the meaning of all the words & phrases? 
2. Did you have any questions about culture? 
3. How about geography? 
4. What about the Historical Background? 

a. These are the 4 bridges you need to gap –  
i. Words 

ii. Culture 
iii. Geography 
iv. Historical Background 

b. Digital Resources 
i. Blue Letter Bible: https://www.blueletterbible.org/ (available for free for 

android & iPhone/iPad as well through your app stores) 
1. This is my go-to for in-depth study.  It has most of what I need in one 

place:  
a. Strong’s Hebrew & Greek Concordance 
b. Different versions of the Bible 
c. Cross referencing through the Treasure of Scriptural 

Knowledge 
d. Links to commentaries by various pastors and theologians 
e. Bible Dictionaries (helps you understand what a word means, 

like “Samaritan” or “Jerusalem”, etc.  It gives you some context 
to that word and its history throughout the Old & New 
Testaments. 

f. Other Misc. resources like Maps & Timelines. 
2. To access these tools in Blue Letter Bible, select tools next to the 

verse you would like to study. 

a.  
b. Please note that each of these resources can be found in 

stand-alone versions on the web or in hard-copy.  I appreciate 
having them all in one place along with the ability to digitally 
search them. 
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ii. Studylight.org – similar to blueletterbible 
c. Books/Resources – most can be found digitally (and way cheaper), but if you like 

hard copies there are links below (I did not search for the best prices): 
i. How to Study the Bible Books: 

1. How to Study Your Bible by Kay Arthur (Inductive Bible Study 
Method) 

2. How to Study the Bible by John MacArthur (This was a free gift for 
attending the class – if you didn’t get one, let us know.) 

3. How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth by Gordon Fee & Douglas 
Stuart (Biblical Interpretation help – great resource!)  The Handout 
on Types of Biblical Literature is taken from this book. 

4. A Basic Guide to Interpreting the Bible by Robert Stein 
d. Cultural & Historical Background – Most of these are for in-depth study.  A good 

Bible dictionary will be most helpful at first. 
i. Bible History Old Testament by Edersheim 

ii. The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah by Edersheim 
iii. New Bible Dictionary – Tyndale Publishing 
iv. Josephus, The Complete Works by Flavius Josephus – Translated by William 

Whiston, A.M. – Thomas Nelson Publishing. (Jewish Historian just after the 
time of Christ) Great resource – heavy reading. 

v. Halley’s Bible Handbook – a very simple resource to help with cultural, 
historical and archeological insight. 

e. Hebrew & Greek Words 
i. The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance (emphasis on exhaustive) 

f. Teaching Ministries:  These are Bible teachers/expositors I listen to, not because I 
agree with everything they teach, but because they have handled the Word of 
God with integrity.  Be a Berean (Acts 17:11) and enjoy! 

i. John MacArthur: https://www.gty.org/.  I also highly recommend his New 
Testament Commentaries which I use to help when I come across difficult 
passages: https://www.gty.org/store/products/commentaries/none/1/30 

ii. Church Smith: Pastor Chuck’s teaching introduced me to the Word of God 
and launched me into a lifetime of verse by verse study – you can search his 
messages at this link (type the book & verse in the search bar at the 
bottom): https://calvarychapel.com/posts/c2000/  

iii. David Guzik:  Pastor Guzik has great Bible commentaries as well as 
expositional sermons through his website: https://enduringword.com  

iv. Dr. J. Vernon McGee: https://www.ttb.org/programs/the-5-year-
study/study-contents  Don’t let his drawl fool you – this guy knew his stuff 
and is an excellent resource for solid Bible teaching. 
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v. Ray Stedman:  Great Bible teacher and wrote several solid Bible studies: 
https://www.raystedman.org/complete-library 

vi. John Piper:  In particular, John Piper does a great in-depth study using his 
iPad in his Look At The Book studies – they are very helpful! Check it out! 

vii. There are many more, all with different styles and giftings, but the above 
are the few I am pointing you to so that you can have good exposure to 
solid evangelical expositional Bible teaching. 

g. Additional Resources: 
i. CCF – I can’t leave out what God has done in and through our fellowship! 

You can check out the messages we have archived at our fellowship over 
the past 12 years at ccfww.org !  


