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The History of Terranova Church
 September 1998 – Kyle Cheatham joins the staff of First Baptist Church,
Georgetown as Minister of Students
 Summer, 2000 – First Baptist Church pastor Jim Haskell asks Kyle to pray
about starting and pastoring a church that would meet at FBC and would
intentionally reach out to university students and single adults
 October, 2000 – Kyle and Jim attend a “church-within-a-church” conference
in Santa Cruz, California
 April 2001 –Kyle prayerfully concludes that he is to start this new church
 May 2001 – A growing leadership team, primarily comprised of college
students, begin weekly prayer and planning
 September 9, 2001 – First worship service at First Baptist Church, 8 p.m.
 October 2004 – Terranova becomes financially independent
 August 2006 – Move services from FBC to Georgetown Evangelical Free
Church; for one semester we have a 5:00 p.m. and a 7:00 p.m. service
 January 2007 – First service in City Lights Theater; 7 p.m. service at EFree
continues, primarily to maintain our ministry to Southwestern University
 January 2008 – Second morning service is added at City Lights
 2009 – Transition to elder leadership
 September 2011 – Celebrated 10 years as a church
 December 2011 – Final evening service at GEFC; begin integration of
university students into whole life of church
 April 2012 – Elders agree to expand the official name from simply
“Terranova” to “Terranova Church” for the purpose of clarity.
 May 2012 – Elders agree to call ourselves what we are: Baptist
 May 2012 – Membership begins
 October 2013 – Elders call a special member meeting to vote on moving
forward with a feasibility study for acquiring our own place
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The Future of Terranova Church
“Building A People”
This is an historic time in the life of our church as we seek God regarding a more permanent
meeting space. We are calling this initiative “Building A People” and we love that name because it
keeps us centered on becoming the KIND of people that God wants us to be as His Church. That is
SO much more important than WHERE we meet.

“In him you also are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:22)
However, the word “building” is included because this is a time of seeking God for our own space.
While we are already making much of God and making disciples of Jesus in our current location, we
believe that we can do this even more effectively by having our own place that would serve as a tool
for…

 Fostering greater unity through worshiping all together in one service
 Providing 24/7 unrestricted access for discipleship/fellowship with one another
 Impacting our community through expanded ministry and increased visibility

Our goal is God’s place in God’s time by God’s provision for God’s glory!
Until He moves us we will be faithful where we are. While we hope to purchase land in the next
several months, we don't know the precise timeline for building and then paying off our building.
We are eager to move forward, but we trust God's timing.
So let’s not waste this waiting! Abraham waited 25 years for the promised son. However, it wasn't a
passive waiting, but an active time of being shaped to be the father he needed to become. We are
being shaped as a church to be ready for what's next!
We are so incredibly optimistic and excited about our future. God has been nothing but faithful
and will continue to be so. He who began this good work will be faithful to complete it as we trust
in, cling to, and rely on Him.
We are in the place of sacrificing for future generations. Our population is growing exponentially.
Please consider prayerfully pledging for the remainder of our BAP initiative and then giving as God
leads. Trusting God, join us in this adventure of faith!
The healthiest relationships are those where the people can talk about anything and where no topic
is off limits. Honestly, we as elders know that talking about money can become uncomfortable. Can
we just agree to not let it get weird when we talk about money? Awesome. Thanks! As your elders,
we ask that you please…
"Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience,
desiring to act honorably in all things." (Hebrews 13:18 ESV)
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The Purpose of Terranova Church
“Making much of God, making disciples of Jesus”

Making Much of God
This is a phrase that reflects our earnest desire to magnify God in every way possible; to show Him as
magnificent in all of His attributes and actions. We long to be God-centered in our thinking and
interacting and we desire the exaltation of God to be central in all that we do as a church. Jesus said
the greatest commandment is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” (Mark 12:30). We desire to treasure Him
more and more and to share this treasure with others. The apostle Paul wrote, “For from him and
through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.” (Romans 11:36). God alone
deserves this glory. We resist the temptation to counsel and preach in ways that make much of
ourselves. Every person’s flesh loves to be exalted and even as those who have been redeemed, we
still must resist the continual pull toward selfishness. It is the disease that infects and ruins
marriages and churches and communities. So we seek to spread a contagious joy in the exaltation of
God and it is this worship that resonates within believers as true and right. It is our delight to see
more and more people developing a deeper and deeper trust in God. When we make much of God
as sovereign, as holy, and as good we are showing Him over and over again to be supremely worthy
of our worship and our trust.
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Making Disciples of Jesus
This phrase reminds us that we are not simply called to become followers of Jesus Christ,
but are further commissioned by Christ to share the gospel with others and to help believers
grow into maturity, eventually becoming disciple makers themselves (Matt 28:18-20). Paul
said to Timothy: “You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus,
and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men
who will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:1-2) In other words, our goal is to make
God-glorifying disciples who, in turn, make other God-glorifying disciples. We enthusiastically
recommend the following studies from Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. For
free downloads, visit www.capitolhillbaptist.org/we-equip/adults/core-seminars/discipling.














What is Discipling?
Why Disciple?
Barriers and Excuses to Discipling
The Importance of Personal Holiness
Why Disciple in the Local Church?
Encouraging Careful Bible study
Encouraging Biblical Prayer
Using Christian Books
Panel Discussion
Encouraging a Passion for Evangelism and Missions
Encouraging People Who are Hurting
Biblical Accountability
Hazards and Joys of Discipling
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The Values of Terranova Church
There are two guiding values for all of the behaviors of the people of Terranova Church: truth and love. These
two values are the rails on which we ride as a church and as such, both are essential. To pursue truth without
love makes a people cold, rigid, and pharisaical. Pursuing love without truth results in people-pleasing. You
cannot have biblical truth without love and you cannot have biblical love without truth. Jesus embodied both
of these values perfectly and as we rely on His Spirit, these values will show strongly through us.

Truth
By truth, we primarily mean that the authority for what we believe and how we behave comes from the truth
of God’s Word. To that end, we each must grow in our personal and corporate pursuit of the knowledge and
application of God’s Word. In connection with that, the value of truth also means that we desire to be genuine,
honest and truthful with one another, diligently fighting hypocrisy in our lives and relationships.

Love
According to Jesus, loving God with all that we are is the greatest commandment, and the second greatest
commandment is to love others. We place love second in our values because we believe that we can only
correctly understand love as described and demonstrated in the truth of God’s Word. All that we do in our
interactions with one another and our actions in this world should be characterized by selfless, Christ-like love.

“Love without truth is like doing heart surgery with a wet
fish. But truth without love is like doing heart surgery with
a hammer. We will speak the truth effectively only in the
context of loving relationships.’’ – Tim Chester (You Can Change)
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The Foundation of our Faith
While we will be discussing a number of different truths from God’s Word, we need to make
explicitly clear what we believe is the central, foundational truth of the Christian faith:
The foundation of our faith is the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

Romans 3:10-26
10as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11no one understands; no one seeks for
God. 12All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not
even one.” 13“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom
of asps is under their lips.” 14“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 15“Their feet are
swift to shed blood; 16in their paths are ruin and misery, 17and the way of peace they have
not known.” 18“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 19Now we know that whatever
the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped,
and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human
being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21But now
the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it—22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all
who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to
show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former
sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

God is holy, we are sinful, separated by our sin.
Jesus died to bear God’s wrath on our behalf and gives us life
as we repent and place our lifelong faith in Him.
For more information on the gospel we recommend the following:
 Study the following passages of God’s Word: Colossians 1:19-20; 2:13-14; Romans 3:21-25; 5:6-11; Romans
6:20-23; Romans 10:9-15; Acts 3:19-20; 20:20-21; 26:19-20.
 Contact an elder or another member to discuss the gospel further.
 Visit this site for a more detailed and visual walk through the gospel: www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl
 For youth and adults we recommend the book What is the Gospel? by Greg Gilbert.
 For youth and adults we recommend the study Christianity Explained.
 For children and parents, we recommend Helping Children to Understand the Gospel by David Michael.
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The Terranova Church Membership Process



Membership Class
Conversation with An Elder
After completing the class, email elders@tnova.org or contact an elder to meet with
you. This is an opportunity for the elders to hear how you were saved (we love this!)
and for you to ask any questions. You schedule this. Just say, “I completed the class
and I’m ready to have the membership conversation with an elder.”



Sharing Your Story
Because we desire our members to know one another, all candidates for membership
write their answers to the following questions. Then—and this is really cool—we
email them to all the members of the church. Imagine getting acquainted by reading
this info from every person who comes into membership at Terranova Church!
o
o
o
o
o
o
o



Tell us a little about yourself and your testimony about how you were saved.
Are you currently trusting in Christ alone for the forgiveness of your sins and hope of eternal life?
When and where were you baptized as a believer?
What are the primary spiritual influences in your life, both past and present?
Tell us about your involvement in other churches before coming to Terranova Church.
What are some evidences that the Lord is at work in your life?
What are three of your favorite things?

Church vote
At a Members’ Meeting (which happens every few months) the church will vote,
making you an official part of our church family!
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What is a Statement of Faith?
1. A statement of faith summarizes essential Christian beliefs and distinctives of a church.
 Who is God? A helpful friend or an awesome creator?
 Who is man? Good-natured or deceived and sinful?
 Who is Christ? Liar, lunatic or Lord?
 What is the Bible? A collection of great advice or the divine Word of God?
2. A statement of faith celebrates unity in Christ.
As members of a local church, we profess the essential tenets of the Christian faith as well
as a few distinctives that differentiate our beliefs from other followers of Christ.
3. A statement of faith helps guard the church from error.
A statement of faith lays out our understanding of doctrine clearly and can be used as a
tool to ensure solid teaching.
Consider this carefully. By covenanting with us in membership you are saying that you personally embrace these
beliefs or at least that you are not set against any of them and will gladly submit to the elders and be teachable.
Please feel free to discuss any of them further with our elders. We enjoy wrestling together with God’s Word.
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Terranova Church Statement of Faith
God
We believe in one God, eternally existing in three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, who know, love, and glorify one another. This one true and living God is infinitely perfect
both in his love and in his holiness. He is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible, and is therefore
worthy to receive all glory and adoration. Immortal and eternal, he perfectly and exhaustively knows
the end from the beginning, sustains and sovereignly rules over all things, and providentially brings
about his eternal good purposes to redeem a people for himself and restore his fallen creation, to
the praise of his glorious grace.
(Genesis 1:1,26; John 1:1,3; Matthew 28:19; John 4:24; Romans 1:19,20; Ephesians 4:5,6; Luke 10:21,22; Matthew 23:9; John 3:16; 6:27;
Romans 1:7; I Timothy 1:1,2; 2:5,6; I Peter 1:3; Revelation 1:6; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38; John 1:1; 20:28; Romans 9:5; 8:46;
2 Corinthians 5:21; I Peter 2:21-23; John 20:30, 31; Matthew 20:28; Ephesians 1:4; Acts 1:11; Romans 5:6-8; 6:9,10; Hebrews 7:25; 9:28;
1 Timothy 3:16; John 14:16,17,26; 15:26,27; John 16:9-14; Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; Galatians 5:22-26)

Revelation
God has graciously revealed his existence and power through all of creation, and has supremely
shown himself to fallen human beings in the person of his Son, the incarnate Word. Moreover, this
God is a speaking God who by his Spirit has graciously disclosed himself in human words: we believe
that God has inspired the words preserved in the Scriptures, the sixty-six books of the Old and New
Testaments, which are both record and means of his saving work in the world. These writings alone
constitute the verbally inspired Word of God, which is utterly authoritative, and without error in the
original writings, complete in its revelation of his will for salvation, sufficient for all that God requires
us to believe and do, and final in its authority over every domain of knowledge to which it speaks.
We confess that both our finitude and our sinfulness preclude the possibility of knowing God’s truth
exhaustively, but we affirm that, enlightened by the Spirit of God, we can know God’s revealed truth
truly. The Bible is to be believed, as God’s instruction, in all that it teaches; obeyed, as God’s
command, in all that it requires; and trusted, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises. As God’s people
hear, believe, and do the Word, they are equipped as disciples of Christ and witnesses to the gospel.
(Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32;
Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17;
Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21)

Creation of Humanity
We believe that God created human beings, male and female, in his own image. Adam and Eve
belonged to the created order that God himself declared to be very good, serving as God’s agents to
care for, manage, and govern creation, living in holy and devoted fellowship with their Maker. Men
and women, equally made in the image of God, enjoy equal access to God by faith in Christ Jesus and
are both called to move beyond passive self-indulgence to significant private and public engagement
in the family, the church, and the world. While we readily acknowledge that God calls some men and
women to remain single for his kingdom, Adam and Eve were made to complement each other in a
one-flesh union that establishes the only normative pattern of sexual relations for men and women,
such that marriage ultimately serves as a type of the union between Christ and his church. In God’s
wise purposes, men and women are not simply interchangeable, but rather they complement each
other in mutually enriching ways. God ordains that they assume distinctive roles which reflect the
loving relationship between Christ and the church, the husband exercising headship in a way that
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displays the caring, sacrificial love of Christ, and the wife submitting to her husband in a way that
models the love of the church for her Lord. In the ministry of the church, both men and women are
encouraged to serve Christ and to be developed to their full potential in the manifold ministries of
the people of God. The distinctive leadership role within the church given to qualified men is
grounded in creation, fall, and redemption and must not be sidelined by appeals to cultural
developments.
(Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32;
Romans 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22; Colossians 3:9-11;
Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; Psalm 78:1-8; 127; 128;
Psalm 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9;
Malachi 2:14-16; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14;
2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7)

The Fall of Humanity
We believe that Adam, made in the image of God, distorted that image and forfeited his original
wholeness and intimacy with God—for himself and all his descendants—by falling into sin through
Satan’s temptation. While we acknowledge that Eve also rebelled against God, Scripture holds Adam
primarily responsible for the Fall. As a result, all human beings are alienated from God, corrupted in every
aspect of their being (e.g., physically, mentally, volitionally, emotionally, spiritually) and condemned
finally and irrevocably to death—apart from God’s own gracious intervention. The supreme need of all
human beings is to be reconciled to the God under whose just and holy wrath we stand; the only hope of
all human beings is the undeserved love of this same God, who alone can rescue us and restore us to
himself.
(Genesis 3, Romans 1:18-2:16, 3:9-20, 23, 5:12, 7:18-20, 8:7-8, 14:23; 1 Corinthians 2:14, 12:3; 2 Corinthians 3:5, 4:3-6, 11:3; Ephesians 2:1-10,
Ephesians 4:17-19; Colossians 2:13; Psalm 14:1-3, 51:5, 94:11, 130:3)

The Plan of God
We believe that from all eternity God determined in grace to save a great multitude of guilty sinners from
every tribe and language and people and nation, and to this end foreknew them and chose them. We
believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who by grace have faith in Jesus, and that he will one day
glorify them—all to the praise of his glorious grace. In love God commands and implores all people to
repent and believe, having set his saving love on those he has chosen and having ordained Christ to be
their Redeemer.
(Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11, 2:5;
Acts 13:48, John 10:26, 18:37; Romans 8:28-30, 9:11-23, 11:5-11; 1 Corinthians 1:22-31; 2 Thessalonians 2:13, Revelation 5:9)

The Gospel
We believe that the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ. Utter folly to the world, even though it is the
power of God to those who are being saved, this good news centers on the cross and resurrection of
Christ: the gospel is not proclaimed if Christ is not proclaimed, and the authentic Christ has not been
proclaimed if his death and resurrection are not central (the message is that Christ died for our sins . . .
[and] was raised). This good news is biblical because his death and resurrection are according to the
Scriptures. It is theological and deals with our salvation in that Christ died for our sins, to reconcile us to
God. It is historical because if the saving events did not really happen, our faith is worthless, we are still in
our sins, and we are to be pitied more than all others. This message was entrusted to and transmitted by
the apostles, who were witnesses of these saving events. This good news is intensely personal because
where it is received, believed, and held firmly, individual persons are saved.
(Acts 2:23; John 3:16; Romans 3:21-26; Galatians 3:10-14; Ephesians 2:1-10; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 10:12-14; 1 Peter
1:18-21, 2:22-24; 1 John 1:9, 5:11-12)
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The Redemption of Christ
We believe that, moved by love and in obedience to his Father, the eternal Son became human: the Word
became flesh, fully God and fully human being, one Person in two natures. The man Jesus, the promised
Messiah of Israel, was conceived through the miraculous agency of the Holy Spirit, and was born of the
virgin Mary. He perfectly obeyed his heavenly Father, lived a sinless life, performed miraculous signs, was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead on the third day, and ascended into heaven. As
our King and Mediator, he is seated at the right hand of God the Father, exercising in heaven and on earth
all of God’s sovereignty, and is our High Priest and righteous Advocate. We believe that by his incarnation,
life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus Christ acted as our representative and substitute. He did
this so that in him we might become the righteousness of God: on the cross he cancelled sin, satisfied the
wrath of holy God, and, by bearing the full penalty of our sins, reconciled to God all those who believe. By
his resurrection Christ Jesus was vindicated by his Father, broke the power of death and defeated Satan
who once had power over it, and brought everlasting life to all his people; by his ascension he has been
forever exalted as Lord. We believe that salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name given
under heaven by which we must be saved. Because God chose the lowly things of this world, the despised
things, the things that are not, to nullify the things that are, no human being can ever boast before him—
Christ Jesus has become for us our righteousness, holiness, and redemption.
(Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24;
John 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,
Romans 8:29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7;
Ephesians 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9;
Hebrews 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5; Hebrews 2:14-15 “…that through death
he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil…”)

The Justification of Sinners
We believe that Christ, by his obedience and death, fully discharged the debt of all those who are justified
(put in right standing before our holy God). By his sacrifice, he bore in our place the punishment due us
for our sins thereby fully satisfying God’s righteous justice. By his perfect obedience he satisfied the just
demands of God on our behalf, since by faith alone that perfect obedience is credited to all who trust in
Christ alone for their acceptance with God. Inasmuch as Christ was given by the Father for us, and his
obedience and punishment were accepted in place of our own, freely and not for anything in us, this
justification is solely of free grace, in order that both the exact justice and the rich grace of God might be
glorified in the justification of sinners. We believe that a zeal for personal and public obedience flows
from this free justification.
(Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:21-31; 4:3ff.; 5:1-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20;
Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24;
2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5)

The Power of the Holy Spirit
We believe that this salvation, attested in all Scripture and secured by Jesus Christ, is applied to his people
by the Holy Spirit. Sent by the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ and is
present with and within believers. He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and by his
powerful and mysterious work regenerates spiritually dead sinners, awakening them to repentance and
faith, baptizing them into union with the Lord Jesus, such that they are justified before God by grace
alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. By the Spirit’s work, believers are renewed, sanctified, and
adopted into God’s family; they participate in the divine nature and receive his sovereignly distributed
gifts. The Holy Spirit is himself the down payment of the promised inheritance, and in this age indwells,
guides, instructs, equips, revives, and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.
(John 14:16-17,26; 15:26-27; John 16:9-14; Romans 8:9, 12:3-8; I Corinthians 3:16; 6:19, 12:1-31; Galatians 5:22-26)
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The Kingdom of God
We believe that those who have been saved by the grace of God through union with Christ by faith
and through regeneration by the Holy Spirit enter the kingdom of God and delight in the blessings of
the new covenant: the forgiveness of sins, the inward transformation that awakens a desire to
glorify, trust, and obey God, and the prospect of the glory yet to be revealed. Good works constitute
indispensable evidence of saving grace. Living as light in a world that is dark, believers should neither
withdraw into seclusion from the world, nor become indistinguishable from it. Recognizing whose
created order this is, and because we are citizens of God’s kingdom, we are to love our neighbors as
ourselves, doing good to all, especially to those who belong to the household of God. The kingdom
of God, already present but not fully realized, is the exercise of God’s sovereignty in the world
toward the eventual redemption of all creation. The kingdom of God is an invasive power that
plunders Satan’s dark kingdom and regenerates and renovates through repentance and faith the
lives of individuals rescued from that kingdom. It therefore inevitably establishes a new community
of human life together under God.
(Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36;
Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 1:6, 9;
Revelation 5:10; 11:15; 21-22)

The Church
The universal church is manifested in local churches of which Christ is the only Head; thus each “local
church” is, in fact, the church, the household of God, the assembly of the living God, and the pillar
and foundation of the truth. We believe that a visible church of Christ is a congregation of baptized
believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the Gospel; observing the ordinances
of Christ; governed by His laws; and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His
word; that its only scriptural officers are Elders (synonymous with Bishops, Pastors, Overseers), and
Deacons, whose qualifications, claims, and duties are defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus.
(Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 1
Corinthians 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Titus 1:5-9;
Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3)

Baptism & the Lord’s Supper
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two ordinances to the local church,
baptism and the Lord's Supper. We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion of the
believer in water into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Baptism does not save a
person, rather it is an outward demonstration, or symbol, of Christ’s death, burial, and
resurrection as well as our union with Him as we have died to ourselves and been made alive
in Christ.
We believe that the Lord's Supper was instituted by Christ for commemoration of His death,
and is to be taken by believers only. The elements are not the literal flesh and blood of
Christ but serve as a symbol of His sacrifice on the cross. As we participate in this ordinance,
we are to reverently remember the cost of the gospel. We believe that these two
ordinances should be observed and administered until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7;
Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12)
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The Restoration of All Things
We believe in the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ with his holy
angels, when he will exercise his role as final Judge, and his kingdom will be consummated.
We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the just and the unjust—the unjust to
judgment and eternal conscious punishment in hell, as our Lord himself taught, and the just
to eternal joy in the presence of him who sits on the throne and of the Lamb, in the new
heaven and the new earth, the home of righteousness. On that day the church will be
presented faultless before God by the obedience, suffering and triumph of Christ, all sin
purged and its wretched effects forever banished. God will be all in all and his people will be
in awe of his complete majesty and holiness, and everything will be to the praise of his
glorious grace.
(Matthew 16:27; Mark 14:62; John 14:3; Acts 1:11Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21;
Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28;
James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13)

[adapted from The Gospel Coalition]
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Statement of Faith Overview Chart
Most simply, our beliefs say that Terranova Church is Christian, Evangelical, Congregational, and Baptist. Our
Statement of Faith is divided into thirteen articles which speak to the fact that we can be accurately called by
each of these names. The Historically Christian articles simply show what Christians have always believed, in
other words, issues that there has traditionally been little dispute over in Christendom. The evangelical
category highlights the critical issues related to the gospel that were recovered during the Reformation, and as
such are also historically Christian. The Congregational and Baptist categories highlight the distinctive features
of Terranova Church.
Take a moment and notice just how much of our Statement of Faith is devoted to stating the essentials of the
Christian faith; essentials that we would have little to no disagreement over with any other Christian
denomination. Then take careful notice of the unique things that signify us to be a Congregational and Baptist
church.

Statement of Faith
Article

Historically
Christian

God



Evangelical

Baptist



Revelation
Creation of Humanity



Fall of Humanity



Plan of God



Gospel



Redemption of Jesus
Christ



Justification of Sinners



Power of the Holy Spirit



Kingdom of God




The Church



Baptism


Lord’s Supper
Restoration of All
Things

Congregational
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Terranova Church Covenant
Having, as we trust, been brought by divine grace to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ and to give up ourselves to him, and having been baptized upon our profession of
faith, in the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, we do now, relying on His
gracious aid, solemnly and joyfully renew our covenant with each other.
We will work and pray for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
We will walk together in brotherly love, as becomes the members of a Christian church,
exercise an affectionate care and watchfulness over each other and faithfully admonish and
encourage one another as occasion may require.
We will not neglect to assemble together, or to pray for ourselves and others.
We will endeavor to bring up all those under our care, in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord, and by a pure and loving example to seek the salvation of our family and friends.
We will rejoice at each other’s happiness and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy to
bear each other’s burdens and sorrows.
We will seek, by divine aid, to live carefully in the world, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, remembering that those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires.
We will work together for the continuance of a faithful evangelical* ministry in this church,
as we sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines. We will contribute cheerfully
and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the
poor, and the spread of the gospel to all nations.
We will, when we move from this place, as soon as possible, unite with some other church
where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s word.
We will be bound by this church’s constitution including our covenant and statement of faith
in all matters pertaining to membership and discipline.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all. Amen.
(*To be “evangelical” is to hold a solid grasp of biblical theology particularly of conversion, the authority of Scripture, the centrality of Christ
and Him crucified, and a heavy missions focus and orientation. To remove any one of those is to no longer be evangelical, or to say it more
bluntly, biblical.)
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Five (Exciting!) Reasons to Join a Church
Reason #1: Join a church for non-Christians.
 Scripture teaches that Christians are those who hear God’s Word, trust in Christ’s
atoning death alone for their salvation, and obey their Lord.
 When Christians join a church and live faithfully according to God’s Word, they
collectively help clarify to non-Christians what Christianity really looks like.


Implication: While unbelievers are always encouraged to come to church, they
cannot be members. The church consists of Christians only.

Reason #2: Join a church for accountability.
 God never intended for his children to live as solo-Christians.
 By joining a church we are saying, “I can’t do this by myself. I need other Christians to
help me!”
 You cannot be held accountable if people don’t know who you are. You have to be
involved in the lives of others in order for us to help you.


Implication: Church consists of Christians who are willing to hold one another
accountable, to be involved in the lives of others, and if necessary, to discipline a
fellow member who is unrepentant of sin.

Reason #3: Join a church for love, encouragement, and discipleship.
 Stronger and weaker Christians need one another.
o Older men and women in the faith are commanded by Paul to disciple and
encourage younger Christians (Titus 2).
o Younger Christians are also called to care for and love older Christians.
o Titus 2:2—Timothy, as a young man, was commanded by Paul to “teach the
older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in
faith, in love, and in endurance.”
 In the church, there is no such thing as an “individual” Christian. God has bound us
together as one body in Christ and commanded us to care for one another.
o Ephesians 5:30—“After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and
cares for it, just as Christ does the Church—for we are members of one body.”
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o Hebrews 10:24-25—“…and let us consider how to stimulate one another to
love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the
day drawing near.”


Implication: Stronger and weaker Christians need to make their love for Christ
definite by loving others in a purposefully committed fashion.


What better way is there to make your love concrete than to commit yourself to a
local church where you can be cared for and at the same time care for other
Christians?

Reason #4: Join a church for church leaders.




Some churches claim to have thousands of members. Yet, only a small percentage of
those members actually attend that church on any given Sunday. What happened to
those other members?
In Hebrews, leaders are commanded to keep an account of those put under their
care.
o Hebrews 13:17—“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping
watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do
this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to
you.”

 TWO BIG QUESTIONS
o If there is no biblical requirement to belong to a local church, then to which
leaders should an individual Christian obey and submit?
o Who specifically will the elders of this church give an account for?
 The elders of this church are not responsible for every single Christian
living in Georgetown, Texas. Membership helps answer the question of
who the elders of this church are uniquely responsible for.
 If you don’t have membership, it’s also impossible for members to
know who exactly are the other sheep in the flock, those who they are
covenanting together with.


Implication #1: There is no such thing as an absent member.



Implication #2: You should expect that if you stop attending our church,

Membership
involves a commitment to this church and the people of this church.

someone will love you enough to give you a call to see where you are and how you
are doing. We will do this out of concern for your spiritual well-being.
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Reason #5: Join a church to share responsibility.


This shared commitment is the result of becoming one body and mind in Christ,
through our new birth.
o 1 Cor. 10:16-17—“Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the
blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of
Christ? Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all
partake of the one bread.”
o Acts 2:46-47—“And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together
with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God, and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who
were being saved.”



The church cannot function only through the work of the pastors and a few
people.
o Ephesians 4:15-16 – "Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body,
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each
part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in
love."
o

1 Cor. 12:7-25 – "To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. . . . All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to
each one individually as he wills. For just as the body is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. . . .
God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that
there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care
for one another."

o 1 Pet. 4:10-11 – "As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as
good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks
oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen."


Implication:

There is a place for every member to serve in the church. Don’t
think of church membership as the same thing as a country club membership.
Instead, think of membership more like a passport. It is your passport to show what
country or embassy you belong to. Membership is like the jersey you wear that
identifies what team you are on.
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 What are the BENEFITS of membership in this church?
o Being shepherded more intentionally
o Being prayed for regularly
o More leadership opportunities
o Other members feel a heightened responsibility for your care (and vice-versa)
o People know exactly with whom they are covenanting to fulfill the many “one
another’s” of Scripture
o Elders most clearly know for whom they are responsible
o Accountability from Elders and other members
o Deeper sense of belonging and ownership of the work of the church, of its
community, of its budget, of its goals
o Sanctification as we lock arms with a committed group of people who come
alongside us in our growth toward Christlikeness
o Provides outward reflection of an inward love - for Christ and for His people
o Greater involvement in church decisions
o Enables the compassionate discipline of Matthew 18 to be lived out
o Membership practically confronts the consumer mentality and rogue
individuality by promoting a more intense commitment to one another
o Increased structure to the Christian life as an individual Christian’s claim to
“obey” and “follow” Jesus is placed into a real-life setting where community
is experienced and authority is compassionately exercised over us

 What are the EXPECTATIONS of membership in this church?
o Consistently attend our Sunday worship service.
o Enthusiastically support our quarterly Member Meetings.
o Willingly serve in our Children’s Ministry rotation at least a few times each
year.
o Regularly pray for the leaders and members of this church.
o Eagerly look for ways to bless this church by serving in some way.
o Cheerfully give of your resources.
o Benevolently take the initiative to care for the needs of other members.
o Intentionally encourage one another as we cheer each other on in the faith.
o Compassionately warn and admonish others if they drift toward disobedience.
o Passionately pursue reconciliation whenever there is a break in relationship.
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Is Church Membership Biblical?

The term “church membership” is not in the Bible. However, there are
three primary reasons, from Scripture, that we believe the answer to
the above question is enthusiastically “Yes!”
1. The shepherds must know their sheep and the sheep must know
their shepherds.
 Hebrews 13:7, 17-18 “7Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the
word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their
faith. 17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this
with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.
18
Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act
honorably in all things.”
 Stephen Pribble: “Many Christians cringe at the idea of church authorities having rule
over them. After all, wasn’t our nation forged out of the wilderness by self-reliant,
self-made men? Some of that early “rugged individualism” has permeated into our
psyches, and consequently we do not take well to the idea of submission to
authority. We like to think that we have gotten to where we are in life by our own
power, thank you, and we really do not need to submit. But submission is a biblical
concept. We must obey them that have the rule over us in order to be in submission
to Christ. How do we obey? The apostle clarifies this command by the added words
“submit yourselves.” Submit! The very mention of the word makes the hair on the
back of our necks stand up. Submit? Why, that’s demeaning! That implies inferiority,
that someone is over me. Inwardly I recoil at that idea, but it’s scriptural. Our Lord
Jesus Christ Himself voluntarily submitted to the Father. The loving wife submits to
her husband. Is Christ in any way inferior to the Father? Is the loving wife in any way
inferior to her husband? Not at all! Yet both submit out of obedience. In like manner
we have an obligation to submit to the lawful authority of the church if we are going
to be obedient.”
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2. It provides a way to more intentionally care for people.
 1 Timothy 5:3-16 “3Honor widows who are truly widows. 4But if a widow has
children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness to their own
household and to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in
the sight of God. 5She who is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her hope on
God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day, 6but she who is
self-indulgent is dead even while she lives. 7Command these things as well, so
that they may be without reproach. 8But if anyone does not provide for his
relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the
faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 9Let a widow be enrolled if she is not
less than sixty years of age, having been the wife of one husband, 10and
having a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children,
has shown hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints, has cared for the
afflicted, and has devoted herself to every good work. 11But refuse to enroll
younger widows, for when their passions draw them away from Christ, they
desire to marry 12and so incur condemnation for having abandoned their
former faith. 13Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to
house, and not only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they
should not. 14So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage
their households, and give the adversary no occasion for slander. 15For some
have already strayed after Satan. 16If any believing woman has relatives who
are widows, let her care for them. Let the church not be burdened, so that it
may care for those who are truly widows.”

 Matt Chandler: “In this text we see criteria for who would or would
not qualify for Ephesus’s widow care program. The local church in
Ephesus is organized, and they are working out a plan.”

3. Properly handling compassionate church discipline requires it.
 What is Church Discipline?





In broad terms, church discipline is one part of the discipleship process, the part
where we correct sin and point the disciple toward the better path.
A Christian is discipled and disciplined through instruction and correction, as in a
math class where the teacher teaches the lesson and then corrects the students’
errors. Informally then, church discipline begins with a private word of
admonition to a brother who is sinning.
In more formal actions, church discipline is the act of removing an individual from
membership. Thus, the church is saying that it can no longer affirm the person’s
profession of faith.

 What is the Purpose of Church Discipline?





Discipline aims to expose. Sin, like cancer, loves to hide. Discipline exposes the
cancer so that it might be cut out quickly (1Cor. 5:2).
Discipline aims to warn. A church does not enact God’s judgment through
discipline. Rather, it stages a small play that pictures the great judgment to
come.
Discipline aims to save. Churches pursue discipline when they see a member
taking the path toward death, and none of their pleading and arm waiving causes
the person to turn around. It’s the device of last resort.
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Discipline aims to protect. Just as cancer spreads from one cell to another,
so sin quickly spreads from one person to another (1Cor. 5:6).
Discipline aims to present a good witness for Jesus. Church discipline,
strange to say, is actually good for non-Christians because it helps to
preserve the attractive distinctiveness of God’s people. Churches,
remember, are to be salt and light.

 When Should a Church Practice Church Discipline?




The short answer is, when someone sins. Church members should learn the
skill of how to privately and tenderly confront sin. That doesn’t mean you
raise the hammer and whack a member every time he commits the slightest
infraction. Still, churches should cultivate the kind of relationships where
informal correction is invited and received – as an act of love.
Formal church discipline from the entire congregation is reserved for sins of
such significance that the church no longer feels able to affirm a person’s
profession of faith.

Matthew 18:15-17
15
If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to
you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you,
that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you
as a Gentile and a tax collector.
1 Corinthians 5:1-13
1
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated
even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 2And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to
mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. 3For though absent in body, I am
present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a
thing. 4When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the
power of our Lord Jesus, 5you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 6Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a
little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you
really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8Let us therefore celebrate
the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth. 9I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—10not at all meaning the
sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out
of the world. 11But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he
is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with
such a one. 12For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to
judge? 13God judges those outside. ‘Purge the evil person from among you.’

2 Corinthians 2:5-11
5

Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too severely—
to all of you. 6For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7so you should rather turn to forgive
and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him.
9
For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything. 10Anyone
whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your
sake in the presence of Christ, 11so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his
designs.”
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Four biblical steps for those who resolve to restore: (based on Matthew 18:15-17)
1.

Compassionate clarification (to see if it’s true) and/or correction on an individual level.
-- Care enough about them to confront the destructiveness of sin, but do so humbly and loving, seeking truth.

2.

Compassionate clarification and/or correction on a two-or-three-person level.
-- Here is where they know that this is not just one person’s opinion.

3.

Compassionate admonition on a church body level.
-- This says to them that our elders/church agree they should repent.

4.

Compassionate excommunication on a church body level (if they are still determined to disobey).
-- We do this for the sake of the health of our church.
-- We do this for the sake of our witness in the community.
-- We do this for the sake of the name of God.
-- We do this for the sake of the soul of the one disciplined.

Please be aware the discipline process is generally very slow, deliberate, compassionate, and patient.

Bad excuses for a church to avoid biblical church discipline (courtesy of David Platt)





“It is being legalistic.” – No. It is showing true love if we believe that God’s way is best, that sin is
destructive, and that our holy God is not to be trifled with.
“What about Matt 7:1 (Don’t judge…)?” – Keep reading to 7:5 where it says to first remove the
plank from your own eye, then you can see clearly to remove the speck from someone else’s eye.
“People will leave.” – As we follow the commands of Jesus, we can trust Jesus to build His church. In
Acts 5 when sin was treated seriously, they feared God and the church grew.
“Our church will get a bad reputation.” – Many churches are known for hypocrisy. What if churches
became known for love and holiness? Let’s obey God and let Him protect our reputation.

“Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who
are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep
watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” (Galatians 6:1)
Miscellaneous musings regarding membership…
 But isn’t membership elitist?
o

No, we want all Christians to join us if indeed God leads them to covenant with our church.

 Should I be attending this class if I’m not sure that I want to join?
o

YES! It is helping you know our church better and can inform your prayers about whether
you should join this church. Spread the word to your friends!

 Are there GOOD reasons for a Christian not to join a church?
o

We are so convinced of the three reasons shared in this session that we can’t think of any. It
is simply strange to us for someone to say, “I am a follower of Jesus. God has led me to
Terranova. I am ready to fully commit to the other Christians here. I’m willingly placing
myself under the leadership and guidance of the elders. I am eager for the Holy Spirit to
work through me as I serve the others and are blessed by them as well. But I refuse to
become a member.”
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What is our leadership structure?
The leadership structure of Terranova Church is accurately classified as both
“elder led” as well as “congregation ruled” and is the result of a study of
church leadership in the New Testament. In a nutshell, the term “elder led”
points to how the members submit to the leadership of a plurality of elders
while the term “congregational ruled” points to how the elders submit to the
vote of the members on certain matters. Ultimately all the members, including
elders, submit to God. This section will give you a better understanding of this
form of leadership as well as acquaint you with the leadership roles and current
leaders at Terranova.

Who reigns in church leadership?
Ephesians 5:22-27 “22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the husband
is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its
Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to
their husbands. 25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle
or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.”
Matthew 16:15-18 “15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
1 Peter 5:1-2a, 4
1So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ,
as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2shepherd the flock of God that
is among you…4And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown
of glory.

Jesus Christ is the one and only
Chief Shepherd of Terranova Church.
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Elders
1. The Role of Elder
o The New Testament pattern is a plurality of elders in each church.
o We are an elder-led, congregation ruled church

On which items does the church vote?
Elders will present and members will vote on the following: (75% to pass)
o
o
o
o
o
o

Members in and out of membership
New elders
Annual Budget (including any adjustments of 10% or more during the year)
Changes in our Constitution
Changes in our Statement of Faith
Acquiring Property/Debt

o Elder/Bishop-Overseer/Pastor-Shepherd - multiple names, same role.
Titus 1:5-7a “5This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order,
and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—6if anyone is above reproach, the
husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery
or insubordination. 7For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach..,”
Acts 20:17-18, 28 “17Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church
to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, he said to them:” – “28Pay careful attention to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care
for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.”
1 Peter 5:1-2 “So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2shepherd
the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly,
as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly.”
Ephesians 4:11-16 “11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds
and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may
no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth
in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom
the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each
part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
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2. The Requirements of an Elder
Titus 1:5-9
5
This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint
elders in every town as I directed you—6if anyone is…

















above reproach,
the husband of one wife,
and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or
insubordination.
7For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach.
He must not be arrogant or
quick-tempered or
a drunkard or
violent or
greedy for gain,
8but hospitable,
a lover of good,
self-controlled,
upright,
holy, and
disciplined.
9He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that
he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to
rebuke those who contradict it.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble
task. 2Therefore an overseer must be…
















above reproach,
the husband of one wife,
sober-minded,
self-controlled,
respectable,
hospitable,
able to teach,
3not a drunkard,
not violent but gentle,
not quarrelsome,
not a lover of money.
4He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children
submissive, 5for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he
care for God's church?
6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into
the condemnation of the devil.
7Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace,
into a snare of the devil.
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3. The Responsibilities of an Elder
Acts 20:28
“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.”
James 3:1
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness.
1 Peter 5:1-5
1
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as
well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2shepherd the flock of God that is
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have
you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3not domineering over those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock. 4And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive
the unfading crown of glory. 5Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives
grace to the humble.”
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a. What about age of elders?






Scripture is basically silent on this, though “elder” would preclude a youth.
Timothy’s young age is defended. 1 Timothy 4:12 “Let no one despise you
for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in
love, in faith, in purity.”
The priority is on spiritual maturity, not just physical age.
We clearly see the value of and hope to eventually add some godly,
Scripture-saturated, people-loving wise 70 year olds!

b. What is our complete elder selection process?




Person expresses interest or is recommended by church member or elder.
Elders vote to have them enter our process:
Candidate completes these six phases:
o Phase 1: Clarification
Walk through expectations to ensure willingness before proceeding further.

o Phase 2: Character
Thorough examination in light of the biblical qualifications; Includes detailed
references from spouse and two others in addition to self-examination.

o Phase 3: Chemistry
Lengthy questionnaire for ensuring fit with our doctrine, vision, and values.

o Phase 4: Culture
Candidate completes four assignments underscoring a healthy team culture
centered on Word & Prayer: 1) Read Romans and record insights, 2) Personal
prayer retreat, 3) Read Biblical Eldership, 4) Read Five Dysfunctions of a Team

o Phase 5: Congregation
Elders vote to present to church for feedback; Church gives feedback over a
three to four week period.

o Phase 6: Calling
Candidate and spouse agree God is calling Elder to this role; Elders agree to
present to church for vote; Congregation votes—75% needed to pass.

c. What about term limits for elders?





The Bible is silent on the topic of term limits for elders.
Elders at Terranova do not have term limits, but are asked to serve
wholeheartedly in renewable one-year commitments.
Elders will complete annual personal reflection pages on themselves and
their ministry.
This can lead to unlimited annual renewals depending on the desire of the
elder and the approval of the other elders.
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d. What about women serving as elders?





Terranova Church does not have women serving in the office of elder.
This position flows from our understanding of Scripture as the New
Testament points to only men serving in this capacity. (More on this when
we get to our study of deacons.)
We genuinely value women of our church and the countless ways they
provide invaluable service to our body. This is the only role that is
restricted to men.

4. How should the members respond to their elders (in any church)?
1. Pray regularly for your elders.
Hebrews 13:18 “Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience,
desiring to act honorably in all things.”
2. Submit to your elders.
Hebrews 13:17
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your
souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.”
a. In matters of dispute (ex: overlooked widows & creation of deacons, Acts 6)
b. In matters of doctrine
Titus 1:9 “He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he
may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those
who contradict it.”
c. In matters of discipline
Galatians 6:1
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.
1 Corinthians 5:1-13
The case of the man who needed to be put out of the church in Corinth
because of sexual immorality. (Previously discussed on pages 29.)
Matthew 18:15-17
The four steps for one who is resolved to restore. (Previously discussed on
pages 28-30 of this booklet.)
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3. Go directly to an elder when you have questions or concerns about Terranova.
a. And bring others when they do!
b. Refuse to gossip actively (by speaking it) or passively (by listening to it).
c. Fight for unity, despise division.
4. If someone has a charge against an elder…
a. They should go directly to the elder with their concern (Matthew 18).
b. If the elder is not receptive, they must go back to the elder with another
church member who genuinely has the same concern/evidence, yet
avoiding gossip so this is clearly a delicate matter (Matthew 18).
1 Timothy 5:19 “Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the
evidence of two or three witnesses.”
c. If they are still unresponsive, the person takes it to the elder board as a
whole and the remaining elders will decide the matter.


The elders must assess the need for action, having three options:
o Do nothing (deciding it is not a biblical issue).
o Discuss the issue with the elder (when it was determined not to be sinful).
o Discussion and Discipline process (when it was determined to be sinful).

5. If you disagree with the direction or doctrine of the elders…
a. Go to them for better understanding.
b. Clearly and calmly explain your perspective.
c. If an impasse, humbly disagree agreeably, yet remain supportive.
If after much prayer and discussion together, it is impossible for you in good
conscience to be supportive of the decisions of our elders, then for the sake
of your conscience as well as for the unity of the church, it would be best for
you to find another church where this is possible.
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5. Our Current Elders
Kyle Cheatham
Kyle planted Terranova Church in 2001 and is our Pastor of Preaching and Vision. He
attended Howard Payne and has a Masters of Divinity from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. Before Terranova, Kyle spent 13 years in youth ministry. He is in
love with his wife of 25 years, Stephanie, and adores their girls Sarah (at A&M) and Hope
(11th grader at East View High School). He enjoys movies with friends, Scripture memory,
reading, and nature hikes. He is passionate about making disciples who trust in, cling to,
and rely on Jesus and loves leading people to worship and our God who is sovereign, holy,
and good.

Jack Higgins
Jack was born and raised in Texas. He attended Texas A&M where he met his wife Stacy
who was the instrument God used to share the gospel with him. Following his time at
A&M Jack attended graduate school at the University of Arkansas. Then Jack worked
three years in the Washington DC area, and he now is a researcher for a biotechnology
company. Jack, Stacy and their three kids have attended Terranova since 2012. Jack is
passionate about the gospel, his family, and the local church. Since 2014, Jack has
provided oversight for missions and outreach of our church.

Mac Stringfellow
Mac serves as a Terranova Church lay elder and is also in the worship band. Both native
Texans, he and his wife, Jennifer, have been married over 20 years and have two teenaged
sons: Isaac and Benjamin. The Stringfellow family moved to Georgetown in 2008 and has
been attending Terranova Church since 2009. Mac has a BA and an MBA, both from the
University of Texas at Austin, and enjoys spending time with his family, playing soccer,
making music, and reading.

Hebrews 13: 7,17-18 “7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith…17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they
are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy
and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we
have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things.”
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Deacons
1. The Role of Deacon






diakonos = servant, sometimes translated minister
Terranova deacons are men and women who serve by leading the various
ministries of our church.
Their function is less about authority and more about influence through serving.
Our deacons provide counsel to and are subject to our elders.
Our process of selecting deacons:
o A vacancy or need is identified by elders.
o Elders ask church for nominations (based on the specific role and biblical qualifications).
o Elders choose the person to present to the church for approval.
o Elders present to church for a few weeks of feedback.
o Church votes to approve or disapprove deacon.

2. The Requirements of a Deacon
1 Timothy 3:8-13
8
Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much
wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. 9They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear
conscience. 10And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they
prove themselves blameless. 11Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but
sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12Let deacons each be the husband of one
wife, managing their children and their own households well. 13For those who serve well
as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith
that is in Christ Jesus.

3. The Responsibilities of a Deacon
Acts 6:1-7
1
Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said,
“It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve
tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5And what they said pleased the
whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit,
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their
hands on them. 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became
obedient to the faith.
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 Do deacons in this church have term limits?
o No.
o Scripture is silent on this topic.
o Our deacons complete end-of-year personal reflection page(s) on themselves and
their ministry area. This can lead to unlimited annual renewals depending on the
desire of the deacon and the approval of the elders.
 What about women serving as deacons (deaconesses)?
o Consider the translation of the word “wives” in 1 Timothy 3.
 1 Timothy 3:11 “Their wives likewise…” – The word “their” is not in some
manuscripts. The word “wives” can be translated “women.”
 See ESV footnote: “Or ‘Wives, likewise, must’, or ‘Women, likewise, must’”.
 So “women” may mean they are simply talking about women who serve as
deacons.
o Consider the transition of Paul’s thought in 1 Timothy 3.
 Elders -> deacons -> deaconesses.
 Fits since there are no women elders.
o Consider the elders’ wives.
 Why would Paul give specific qualifications for the wives of deacons, and yet
not mentioned the wives of elders whatsoever? Surely he wouldn’t.
o Consider the Phoebe factor.
 Romans 16:1 “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant (deacon) of the
church at Cenchreae…”
o So women as deacons? At Terranova Church, yes.
 If a church is structured so that deacons are serving as elders, we would
advise “no”. If deacons are serving biblically as deacons/servants, then “yes”.

 Our Deacons
o
o
o
o
o
o

Cheryl Brinkmeyer
Steve Dest
Brenda Fendrick
Dave Fendrick
Tim Fox
Brian Moore

cheryl@tnova.org
steve@tnova.org
brenda@tnova.org
dave@tnova.org
tim@tnova.org
brian@tnova.org

Children’s Ministry
Finance Ministry
Women’s Ministry
Welcome Ministry
Missions Ministry
Set-Up Ministry

Additionally…
o
o
o

Lesley Bevil trains and oversees volunteers in our media ministry.
Brad Bevil trains and oversees volunteers in our sound ministry.
Brett and Morgan Newnam coordinate the Lord’s Supper ministry

(lesley@tnova.org)
(brad@tnova.org)
(brett@tnova.org)
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Staff

The staff of Terranova Church is comprised of the following. The top two serve in
a full-time capacity and the bottom five serve in a part-time capacity:

Kyle Cheatham
Pastor of Preaching and Vision
kyle@tnova.org

Jacob Donnell
Worship Leader
jacob@tnova.org

Cheryl Brinkmeyer
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
cheryl@tnova.org

Kim Friedman
Ministry Assistant
kim@tnova.org

Paul “Pocket” Thornton
Bookkeeper
pocket@tnova.org
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How can I get involved at Terranova Church?
Small Groups:
It is impossible to effectively care and be cared for on a large group level. While the first
connection that many have with our church is one of our Sunday worship services, think of
your next step as developing relationships through one of our Small Groups. We are always
recruiting and developing leaders and starting new groups throughout the year. Because of
the teaching and leadership component, we have only men serving in the leadership role of
our co-ed Small Groups.

Small Groups exist to...
:: Cultivate gospel-centered community
:: Foster spiritual growth and accountability
:: Provide mutual care for one another
:: Expose new people to truth and love
.Our Small Group leaders are there...
:: to extend the pastoral ministry of our church...
:: by providing a context...
:: in which to apply God's Word...
:: so growth, care, and relationships may occur.

To see our current small groups...
Go to www.tnova.org/small-groups or contact Kyle Cheatham (kyle@tnova.org)

Classes & Bible Studies:
In addition to small groups, we offer classes and Bible Studies that you can attend for
further discipleship. Currently, there are Bible Studies for men and for women that meet
during the week. During the school year there is a weekly Bible Study for college students.
In addition to these, we offer classes on Sunday mornings and these are open to all adults.
To see our current list, check out www.tnova.org/small-groups-etc/classes-bible-studies.

Childcare:
If you have children in need of childcare, see if the group(s) in which you are interested in
have a plan for childcare. If not, you will need to provide your own sitter when your group
gathers.
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Small Groups
The Christian life is never a solo journey. Christians need consistent encouragement from
each other in order to persevere in faith and live lives characterized by love and obedience
to Christ.
To this end the author of Hebrews exhorts us with great urgency, "Take care brethren, that
there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God,
but encourage one another day after day" (3:12-13). Later in the letter he continues, "Let us
consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own
assembling together" (10:24-25a).
At Terranova, we believe Small Groups are an excellent way to facilitate the mutual
encouragement, care, and service that the Bible calls the local church body to practice
toward one another. Our Small Groups provide smaller, interactive settings for believers
and those they invite to engage together in the Word, prayer, fellowship and accountability
for the purposes of growing in relationship with one another and in relationship with God.
Small Groups are never meant to replace your commitment to and involvement with the
local church as a whole. However, they do provide a great outlet to live out the many “one
another” commands we find in the New Testament.

When and Where?
Small groups at Terranova meet at various days and times throughout the week. Generally,
our groups meet in the homes of our members around the Georgetown area.

Who Can Join?
Everyone! Our Small Groups are open to all of our people, college age and up, and everyone
whom they invite.

How Do I Get into a Small Group?
Look at the center of the Paperthingy on a Sunday for our Small Group chart, or visit
www.tnova.org/small-groups to see our current list of groups. Read the descriptions and
note the days and times of the groups. If one or more interests you, contact the leader for
details and visit it that week!

Questions?
If you have any further questions, or would like to speak with someone directly about small
groups at Terranova, please contact Kyle Cheatham at (512) 630-8734 or kyle@tnova.org.

50 | P a g e

Living the “One Another” Life:
Ten Reasons to Join a Small Group
by John Kimbell
1. Ephesians 4:11-16 “11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
the shepherds and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building
up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him
who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the
body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” Having been equipped for the work of
service by leaders in the church, every single member has a responsibility for building up
the local body of which they are a part. “The whole body…causes the growth of the
body” (4:16)! Although this can certainly take place in large, corporate gatherings, small
groups provide unique opportunities where “each individual part” can actively pursue
building fellow believers up in love.
2. Hebrews 3:12-14 “12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving
heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13But exhort one another every day,
as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of
sin. 14For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm
to the end.” Perseverance in faith is a community project! The Scripture tells us that
those who are saved must keep their faith until the end of their lives. This passage
prescribes the antidote to an unbelieving heart—encouraging one another! Regular
encouragement is necessary to maintain a right relationship with God and to avoid
becoming hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.
3. Hebrews 10:24-25 “24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” The author of Hebrews tells
us that in order to live lives characterized by love and good deeds we must meet
together regularly and stir one another up to such actions. As the day of Christ’s return
draws nearer, such meetings become more important, not less.
4. Galatians 6:2 “Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” We fulfill
the law of Christ by bearing one another’s burdens. This can only be fully accomplished
in the context of committed, trusting relationships. The small group atmosphere is a
great place for such relationships to be built and for the actual, practical work of sharing
the burdens of others to be carried out.
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5. 1 John 1:6-7 “6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie
and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” Sin
is most powerful when it remains concealed in a person’s life. A small group provides
the accountability and safe haven where we can “walk in the light,” that is, we can be
open and honest about our personal struggles and find encouragement in our pursuit of
holiness. As we do this we discover genuine fellowship with one another.
6. James 5:19-20 “19My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and
someone brings him back, 20let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”
Galatians 6:1 “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be
tempted.” In His grace, God uses faithful friends to address sins in our lives that we do
not perceive on our own. Although correction is not easy or comfortable, it is a critical
responsibility given to us by God when we see a fellow believer living in sin. When we
are living out devoted and deep relationships with one another, we have occasion to
perceive such sin and the best context in which to deliver humble and loving correction.
7. 1 Corinthians 12:7-25 “7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. 8For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles,
to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these
are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as
he wills. 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of
one Spirit. 14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot
should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make
it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the
whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were
an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in
the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the
body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand,
“I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On
the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on
those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and
our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24which our more
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater
honor to the part that lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the body, but that the
members may have the same care for one another.” 1 Peter 4:10 “As each has received
a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace:”
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Every member of the body of Christ has unique gifts and abilities that are necessary for
the existence and building up of the church. Although not everyone can have a high
profile position of leadership, all believers are called to actively use their gifts to serve
the body. For many people, small groups are a natural place both to discover and put
these personal gifts to use in order to bless others.
8. 1 Peter 4:9 “Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.” Peter exhorts us to
be hospitable to one another. Meeting in small groups in various homes and other
places outside our large church building provides unique opportunities to practice
hospitality.
9. John 13:34-35 “34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as
I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Through an ongoing commitment to
one another, genuine love is nurtured and demonstrated for all the world to see. By our
love, we will be recognized as true followers of Jesus and by God’s grace others may be
drawn to join in our joy! In this way, small groups have great potential for attracting new
people to the fellowship of the church!
10. Matthew 28:18-20 “18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.” The task of witnessing can be greatly promoted when members think and pray
and act together to creatively reach the lost. A small group can be a great vehicle for
finding natural opportunities to work together to share the gospel of Jesus Christ, draw
people into the fellowship of the church, and grow new believers into maturity.
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“One Another” Commands
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Be at peace with one another.
Love one another.
Be joined to one another.
Be devoted to one another.
Honor one another.
Rejoice with one another.
Weep with one another.
Live in harmony with one another.
Accept one another.
Counsel one another.
Greet one another.
Agree with each other.
Wait for one another.
Care for one another.
Serve one another.
Carry one another’s burdens.
Be kind to one another.
Forgive one another.
Submit to one another.
Bear with one another.
Teach, admonish each other.
Encourage one another.
Build up one another.
Spur one another on.
Offer hospitality to one another.
Minister gifts to one another.
Be humble toward one another.
Confess your sins to one another.
Pray for one another.
Fellowship with one another.

(Mark 9:50)
(John 13:34)
(Romans 12:5)
(Romans 12:10)
(Romans 12:10)
(Romans 12:15)
(Romans 12:15)
(Romans 12:16)
(Romans 15:7)
(Romans 15:14)
(Romans 16:16)
(1 Corinthians 1:10)
(1 Corinthians 11:33)
(1 Corinthians 12:25)
(Galatians 5:13)
(Galatians 6:2)
(Ephesians 4:32)
(Ephesians 4:32)
(Ephesians 5:21)
(Colossians 3:13)
(Colossians 3:16)
(1 Thessalonians 5:11)
(1 Thessalonians 5:11)
(Hebrews 10:24)
(1 Peter 4:9)
(1 Peter 4:10)
(1 Peter 5:5)
(James 5:16)
(James 5:16)
(1 John 1:7)

As believers, we are instructed to live out these commands in the context of the local
church. Small Groups provide a great outlet to live out these many “one another”
commands. They provide the ideal context for “working out our salvation” together.
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How Do Small Groups Differ From our
Bible Studies and Sunday Morning Classes?
Small Groups differ intrinsically from our Classes and Bible Studies in the areas of
community, size, mutual care, and accountability. Small Groups are basically a way for us to
live life together with one another. We believe that Small Groups provide the greatest care
and accountability for our members and so we elevate their importance over Bible Studies
and Sunday Classes. Since we do not have a separate Sunday night service or Wednesday
night service like many churches, Small Groups carry an even greater importance and
priority. This is why we would like to see every member join a Small Group.
Length of Meeting Time




Small Groups usually meet around two hours, not counting additional gatherings.
Bible Studies usually meet around one hour.
Sunday Morning Classes meet around one hour.

Participants




Small Groups are for anyone.
Bible Studies are for anyone who comes and anyone you would like to invite.
Sunday Morning Classes are for anyone who comes and anyone you would like to invite.

Size




Small Groups are 6-14 people.
Bible Studies have no size limit.
Sunday Morning Classes have no size limit.

Primary Purpose





Small Groups focus on fellowship, community, mutual care, accountability, prayer, & study.
Bible Studies are more focused on a study than anything else.
Sunday Morning Classes are more focused on a study than anything else.

Commitment Level




Small Groups have the highest commitment level. You are missed whenever you miss!
Bible Studies have varying commitment based on topic.
Sunday Morning Classes have varying commitment based on topic.

Accountability





Small Groups are intentional about accountability and dealing with sin.
Bible Studies have little to no accountability.
Sunday Morning Classes have little to no accountability.
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Location




Small Groups meet in the homes of the members of the church.
Bible Studies generally meet at a central location like the WBA or in homes.
Sunday Morning Classes meet at Church on Sunday mornings.

Mutual Care for One Another





Small Groups provide an opportunity to both give and receive personal care.
Bible Studies generally do not have the time to practice this effectively.
Sunday Morning Classes generally do not have the time to practice this effectively.

Sharing Meals and Fellowship





Small Groups provide an atmosphere to cultivate fellowship and share meals together.
Bible Studies are not generally focused on these two items.
Sunday Morning Classes are not generally focused on these two items.
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Cultivating Fellowship
By Donald S. Whitney
The word fellowship in the New Testament (as in Acts 2:42) is a translation of the Greek word
koinonia. At its root koinonia describes two or more people in close association and often speaks of
these people as sharing in something, such as a marriage or business. Christian koinonia exists
between everyone who knows God through Jesus Christ (see 1 John 1:3). Everyone united with Christ
by faith is also united with everyone else united with Christ. The same Holy Spirit indwells all
believers and gives each a common share in the body of Christ, the church. As the apostle Paul put it,
"For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body . . . and all have been made to drink into one
Spirit" (1 Corinthians 12:13).
The presence of the Holy Spirit in each other enables Christian relationships to be enriched with a
supernatural dimension and spiritual dynamic that unbelievers cannot experience. For example, the
Lord Himself blesses us through the words of other Spirit-indwelled people in ways He seldom does
through Spirit-less people. The easiest and most direct way to experience these blessings of koinonia
is just to talk with another believer about the things of God. This includes anything related to
knowing God, Christian living, understanding the Bible, and applying the Bible to particular issues
such as work or family or culture, prayer, theology, church, and evangelism.
But as normal as such fellowship should be to those who know Christ, if we don't cultivate it,
koinonia gets choked out of our conversations by the weeds of words about other things. Many
Christians seem almost as reluctant to initiate a discussion about spiritual things with another
believer as they are with an unbeliever. Just as we often do with unbelievers, we suppose, "They
don't want to talk about God now," or "They'll think I'm weird," or "They'll think I'm trying to be
super-spiritual." So we sigh and chat of other things instead, even though our hearts ache for more
satisfying interaction with our Christian brothers and sisters.
One simple way to cultivate koinonia is to ask questions designed to turn a conversation in a more
spiritual direction. Here's a list to work from:











How is your [teaching, hospitality, outreach, deacon, or whatever] ministry going? What
do you enjoy most about it?
Where have you seen the Lord at work lately?
What's the Lord been teaching you recently?
Have you had any evangelistic opportunities lately?
Have you had any obvious answers to prayer recently?
What have you been reading? How has it impressed you?
Where in the Bible have you been reading lately? What impact has it had on you?
How can I pray for you?
What's the growth point in your life right now?
What are you passionate about right now?

You may want to write these down and put the list in your daily planner or your wallet, or enter them
into a file to access electronically. You may prefer to develop other questions of your own. But don't
wait for someone else to initiate koinonia—be prepared to cultivate it.
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The Ministries of Terranova Church
The following pages walk you through our various ministries as well as the name and contact
information of the leader of that ministry area. There are two reasons to pay very close
attention to these: 1) To see how you can be blessed by the others in this church, and 2) To
consider how you can jump in and bless others by volunteering in one of these ministries. If
you are interested in serving in one or more of these areas, please contact the leader today
for more information!
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Children’s Ministry
Cheryl Brinkmeyer – cheryl@tnova.org

All of our classes meet on
Sundays at City Lights and
use the Treasuring Christ
Curriculum. For more info:
www.treasuringchristonline.com

• Nursery
Our Nursery on Sunday mornings is for
babies ages 8 weeks through 18
months. The nursery is available during
both worship services.

•Toddler Room
Our Toddler Room is children ages 18
months through 3 years old. The
Toddler Room is available during both
worship services.

•Pre-Kindergarten
Our Pre-K class is for children ages 3
through Kinder. We offer classes for
Pre-K during both worship services
using the Treasuring Christ curriculum.

• Sunday School
Our Sunday School classes are broken
down by age group. All classes use the
Treasuring Christ Curriculum. We have
classes for children in Pre-K, Kinder
through Second, Third and Fourth, and
Fifth and Sixth. Our teachers truly lead
and shepherd these age groups. They
desire to be an example for all children
and adults and create a bond between
the church and home. All children are
encouraged to bring their bibles every
week. Our Sunday School Classes are
offered during the 10:30 service.

“You may speak but a word
to a child, and in that child there may be slumbering a noble heart which shall stir
the Christian Church in years to come.”
- Charles Spurgeon

Children’s Ministry is a subset of Terranova
Church’s ministry to families and children. We want to
encourage and assist parents in their role as the
primary disciplers of their children. Therefore, we strive
to use all lessons and circumstances to help children
experience life change by learning to show reverence
for God, respect for authority, and regard for others.
We teach the truth of Scripture to children by
anchoring all activities in the living Word of God so that
each child has a sure compass for life’s journey.
According to Jesus, loving God with all that we are is
the greatest commandment, and the second greatest
commandment is loving others. All that we do in our
interactions with one another and our actions in this
world should be characterized by selfless, Christ-like
love.
Our goal is to always keep the children safe and
secure by providing a nurturing environment; which
fosters genuine community among volunteers, parents
and children; and to encourage the establishment of
disciple making relationships.
When you are ready to become a member of
Terranova Church and to change the world, consider
Children’s Ministry your very own, very real mission
field, remembering that missions is not a program of
Terranova Church…it is our way of life! This is a group
of little people, most of whom have not yet
understood the gospel, and we have the very great
privilege of working with their parents to share the
good news of Jesus with them!
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Youth Ministry
Partnering with Parents!
A. Goals:
• Parents embrace their personal ministry and responsibility to disciple their children in their homes. Our
main goal is not getting parents involved in the youth ministry. Our main goal is getting parents involved
in Church (worship, small groups, etc.) and offering them tools and encouragement in parenting.
• Every dad with teenagers sees himself as their youth pastor - personal ministry at home.
• Dads/moms have an intentional plan of discipleship for their kids that they can articulate to others
(ex: Treasure Christ, model faith, live a gospel-centered life... Practically: family worship, Scripture
memory, Bible reading, meaningful conversations, etc.)
B. Pastor Dad Meetings - meetings with Dads to spread a vision of every dad being a youth pastor to their kids.
Helping, equipping, and encouraging dads to be “pastor dad” to their families.
C. Quarterly Parent Meetings - Not meant to just give information about what is going on the youth ministry,
but intentional time to resource and train to be discipling their kids.
D. Parent emails - email parents with resources, books, articles, videos to encourage them and equip them to
disciple their children. Also, seek to get feedback from parents.
E. Parents are welcome - Parents are welcome to come to any of our youth activities.

reNEW
(Wednesday night youth program 6-8 pm @ Strategic Church
Solutions)

PURPOSE: A mid-week time for students to hear the word of
God, be challenged to trust Jesus and live out their faith, and
get invited to Terranova Church.
• Open to teenagers who are at any place spiritually. The
front door and a connector to our church
• Messages are theologically rich, teen-specific, and gospelcentered. Sometimes topical, but usually they are
expositional through books of the Bible.
• Fun, relational, relaxed atmosphere where we build
relationships with peers and youth workers as we worship,
discuss the word, and have fun together.
• Students are encouraged to bring unchurched friends, and
get them involved in the total life our church (with the goal
of reaching their parents too).

reTHINK (Sunday Morning Classes)
PURPOSE: Classes aim to help connect people and equip the
body.
In addition to our Sunday morning worship service, youth
have the option of attending one of our discipleship classes
that are open to adults as well, or attending the reTHINK class
which is just for youth.
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rePLAY
PURPOSES: Community & Outreach
1. Community: Build relationships w/ other teens and godly adults.
2. Outreach: Invite unchurched friends. (Parents can come and
invite other parents as well.) These can be in parents’ homes, at a
park, at a movie, at a volleyball court, etc. This time could also be
used to do a service project. Sometimes the best way to form
relationships is to work hard with someone.

reTRAIN
PURPOSES: Personal Discipleship & Accountability
This is for high schoolers who are already fully engaged in our youth
ministry, but still want more. If they are coming to reNEW on
Wednesdays, reTHINK on Sundays, and regularly attend worship,
they may choose this for personal discipleship and accountability.

Student Life Mission Camp & Conference
The Camp is our summer youth camp plus mission trip all in one with lots
of time together in worship, teaching, serving, and fellowship. The
Conference in the summer is a high impact time of Word and worship.

Mission Trips
Many of our youth go on our church-wide trips to Honduras (offered
twice a year). There are other mission opportunities—to Laredo and
locally—that are open to our entire church, including students.

Volunteers
• Youth Workers volunteer in any or all of our youth programs/events.
• Youth workers, first and foremost, are people who are committed members (or future members) of
Terranova Church. We want our youth workers to model for our kids the priority of the local church - attending
church on Sundays, being in small groups, etc.
• Youth Workers are men and women that are committed to the youth and the parents of Terranova.
• They are committing to encourage and help equip parents as the primary faith trainers of their kids, and
helping our youth grow into mature Christians who make much of God and make disciples of Christ.
• They provide wisdom, information, and encouragement to the youth pastor.
• They pray for the youth pastor, the youth ministry, the youth, and most importantly, their parents.
• They help with getting info out, spreading a passion for our youth ministry and investing in our youth.

61 | P a g e

Women’s Ministry
Brenda Fendrick – brenda@tnova.org

The Women’s Ministry of Terranova Church exists to build gospel-centered relationships and
community. We'll keep you updated through e-mails and the calendar page of tnova.org. It’s
a great way to get to know women in Terranova.
Annual Retreat
This is our big event each year and is a wonderful time of renewal through worship,
teaching, and fellowship!
Monthly Fellowships
These are fun times of getting to know women in the church as well as to bring new and
non-believers. It can be anything from a movie night to crafts to sharing a meal together!
Weekly Bible Studies
These are led by women for women (under the oversight of our elders). They are not meant
to take the place of a small group, yet they provide a great time for fellowship and study.
We often have a morning and an evening option.
For any other information relating to the Terranova Church Women’s Ministry, contact
Brenda Fendrick (brenda@tnova.org).
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College Ministry
In 2001, several Southwestern University students joined with a few other
college students and a couple of adults to pray and plan about starting a
church. The result was Terranova Church and still today we are seeking to be
more intentional than ever about reaching and impacting university students!
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Media Ministry
Lesley Bevil – lesley@tnova.org
We would love for you to volunteer for our Media Team! Our team consists of 2 sub-teams: The
Sound Team and the Media Shout Team.
The Sound Team is in charge of setting up and running the sound board for the service. We
coordinate with the band to allow worship to come through the sound system at the theater and do
some sound mixing to achieve the proper balance. Some background in audio/music is helpful, but is
definitely not necessary! We will train every member!
The Media Shout Team is responsible for the images, lyrics, and scriptures seen on the screen
throughout the service. We use software called Media Shout, which is like a high-tech PowerPoint
specifically designed to be used for worship. We hook up a laptop to the theater's projection system,
prepare the services in Media Shout ahead of time, and run the program throughout the service. If
you are detail oriented and comfortable using a computer, we'd love to have you join our team.
Again, no experience is necessary - we will teach you how to do it all! We are
currently desperately looking for Media Shout Team volunteers!
We arrive at the theater early - around 7:15am to set up. Media Shout may require some preparation
the evening before. The goal is to have enough team members to be able to put everyone on a 3-4
week rotation, however, we need quite a few more volunteers (especially for Media Shout) to be
able to do this! Please consider joining the Media Team - it is a vital part of the worship service and a
really fun ministry to be a part of! Contact Lesley Bevil (lesbevil@gmail.com) for more information!

Welcome Ministry
Dave Fendrick – dave@tnova.org
Our welcome team is the front line on Sunday morning. Never underestimate the impact of a friendly
face and a warm welcome! These people are present to greet others, but also to answer questions
and steer new people in the right direction. If you’re interested in welcoming…just do it! You don’t
even need to be on the team. But if you become a member and desire to serve here, feel free to
contact us if you’d like to make it official. This may be your unique way to bless our church!

Set-up & Tear Down
Bryan Moore – bryan@tnova.org
It is very easy to attend a church regularly and not stop to think about how all of the things get set
up and torn down. Since we meet in a movie theater, there is an extra amount of preparation to get
everything ready. If you are willing to come to City Lights on Sundays at 7:00 a.m. on a rotation,
please contact us and let us know.
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Missions & Outreach at Terranova Church
The mission of Terranova Church is making much of God and making disciples
of Jesus. This means as a church, our love of God should overflow in a love for
others. Two ways that our church body pours out love toward others is
through missions and outreach. Our goals for missions and outreach are
reaching people outside of our church with the gospel through evangelism,
discipleship, and church planting. To accomplish these goals, we rely on God’s
help as we equip, encourage, and train members of Terranova Church to
faithfully pursue others with the truth of the gospel in love.
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Missions & Outreach (continued)
We desire to rely on God’s instruction through his word to inform us about
missions and outreach. In Acts 13 & 14, Paul and Barnabas were sent out from
the church at Antioch for the work of being a light for the Gentiles. During their
time in other towns we see that Paul and Barnabas were engaged in three main
activities:
1. Evangelism:
“they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many
disciples” (Acts 14:21)
2. Discipleship:
“strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to
continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we
must enter the kingdom of God." (Acts 14:22)
3. Church planting:
“And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with
prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had
believed." (Acts 14:23)

Missions Vision:
“Our vision for missions at Terranova Church is crossing a culture to speak the
truth of the gospel in love to those who have not repented of their sin and put
their faith in Christ, establish or encourage healthy local churches, and spur
along believers to faithfully growth in Christlikeness.”

Outreach Vision:
“Our vision for outreach at Terranova Church is loving our neighbors in such a
way that we have the opportunity to speak the truth of the gospel in love to
those who have not repented of their sin and put their faith Christ, as well as
any unchurched believers, draw people into our church body, and help our
church to grow in faithfulness and love toward our neighbors”
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 Monthly Mission Emphasis – Each month we highlight an opportunity for our people to
give, go, and pray in connection to something that God is doing outside the walls of our
church. Here are some we’ve done before…
o The Caring Place (www.caringplacetx.org)
o Brookwood in Georgetown (BiG) (www.brookwoodingeorgetown.org)
o Operation Christmas Child (www.OperationChristmasChild.org)
o Oak Ridge Disciple House (www.oakridgedisciplehouse.com)
o R.O.C.K. (Ride On Center for Kids www.rockride.org)

 Ongoing Support of Missionaries and Ministries – Currently we provide
monthly support for each of the following:
Andrew “Shorty” Oldham, Thirst No More (www.thirstnomore.org)
TNM provides clean drinking water around the world as a means for sharing the
gospel of Jesus Christ
Martin Lopez, Honduras
Missionary in Honduras working to spread the gospel and plant churches among
the Lenca people.
Pregnancy Help Center of Georgetown (www.phcwc.com)
The mission of the PHCWC is to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ by providing
spiritual and physical needs of women and their unborn children.
Sonnet Medrano, Missionary (http://wayfaringwordsmith.blogspot.com)
Sonnet is currently serving the Lord full-time on the field in Ecuador as she works
with a ministry that seeks to minister to young men and women who have been
victims of human trafficking.
9Marks (www.9marks.org)
9Marks is a ministry dedicated to equipping church leaders with a biblical vision and
practical resources. Their goal is simple: churches that display the glory of God.
Strategic Church Solutions (www.wbatexas.org)
An association of over 50 churches in and around Williamson County, Texas. SCS
serves and assists these churches in achieving their mission and works to facilitate
the planting of new churches as well.
Southern Baptist Convention (www.sbc.net)
Since its organization in 1845 in Augusta, Georgia, the Southern Baptist Convention
(SBC) has grown to over 16 million members who worship in more than 45,000
churches in the United States. Southern Baptists sponsor about 5,000 missionaries
serving the United States and its territories, Canada, and the Caribbean, as well as
sponsoring more than 5,000 foreign missionaries in 153 nations of the world.

67 | P a g e

Your offerings provide monthly support for

The Caring Place.

The mission of The Caring Place is to serve human needs in
Georgetown and Northern Williamson County and can assist
families in the following ways:
:: Financial Assistance: rent, utilities, medical bills, temporary
shelter, transportation...
:: Non-financial Assistance: food, clothing and household
items.
:: Feeding Programs: Fresh Food for Families and Hope
:: Annual Programs: Coats for Kids
The need is great. Every day, staff and volunteers help get people back on their feet with the
basics of life: food, shelter and clothing. Your donation of time, food or money helps them, help
others. (www.caringplacetx.org)

Our church provides monthly financial support to

Brookwood in Georgetown (B.i.G.)
BiG desires to fill the “black hole” that exists after
high school for adults with developmental
disabilities with meaningful jobs, a sense of
belonging, and dignity. To learn more about this
wonderful ministry, contact Erin Kiltz
(erin@kiltz.com) or visit their website at
www.brookwoodcommunity.org/georgetown for

ways to join the fun!
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 Local Missions
We aim to weave ourselves into the fabric of our local community. Through various
projects or activities throughout the year, there is always plenty of opportunity to
serve as we take the initiative to bring the gospel to our city.

 Foreign Missions
Through our partnership with Erick Sanchez and his family, we take two short-term
trips a year to the Lenca people group high up in the mountains of Honduras. We are
engaged in church planting currently in one location (Las Mercedes), and branching
out to a second location during each trip we take. In addition to Honduras, we are
currently in process of "adopting" another location where God would have us serve.
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With whom is Terranova Church affiliated?
9Marks
www.9marks.org

The Gospel Coalition
www.thegospelcoalition.org

Strategic Church Solutions
www.wbatexas.org

Southern Baptists of Texas Convention (SBTC)
www.sbtexas.com

Southern Baptist Convention (SBC)
www.sbc.net
Note that each of these affiliations are voluntary and can be ended by us at any time.
They represent like-mindedness and partnership in the gospel, not an authority structure in any way.
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How do I stay connected between gatherings?
Church Website
www.tnova.org
Facebook
www.facebook.com/pages/TerranovaChurch/104638689598180
Twitter
@tnova_church
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Please return
posthaste to
page 11 and
peruse our full
process.
Note: In regards to moving forward with membership, the ball, as they say, is hereby in your court.
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Appendix A:
The Constitution of Terranova Church
Preamble
Since it pleased God, by His Holy Spirit, to call certain of His servants to unite in Georgetown,
Texas under the name Terranova Church for the purpose of making much of God, making
disciples of Jesus, we, the members of Terranova Church do hereby adopt this Constitution
as our articles of governance, to be interpreted at all times to reflect the character of and
bring glory to Jesus Christ, as revealed in the Holy Bible and articulated below in the
Statement of Faith and Covenant of this church.

Article 1 – Statement of Faith
I.

God
We believe in one God, eternally existing in three equally divine Persons: the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who know, love, and glorify one another. This one true
and living God is infinitely perfect both in his love and in his holiness. He is the Creator
of all things, visible and invisible, and is therefore worthy to receive all glory and
adoration. Immortal and eternal, he perfectly and exhaustively knows the end from the
beginning, sustains and sovereignly rules over all things, and providentially brings
about his eternal good purposes to redeem a people for himself and restore his fallen
creation, to the praise of his glorious grace.
(Genesis 1:1,26; John 1:1,3; Matthew 28:19; John 4:24; Romans 1:19,20; Ephesians 4:5,6; Luke 10:21,22; Matthew 23:9; John 3:16; 6:27;
Romans 1:7; I Timothy 1:1,2; 2:5,6; I Peter 1:3; Revelation 1:6; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38; John 1:1; 20:28; Romans 9:5; 8:46; II
Corinthians 5:21; I Peter 2:21-23; John 20:30, 31; Matthew 20:28; Ephesians 1:4; Acts 1:11; Romans 5:6-8; 6:9,10; Hebrews 7:25;
Hebrews 9:28; I Timothy 3:16; John 14:16,17,26; 15:26,27; John 16:9-14; Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; Galatians 5:22-26)

II.

Revelation
God has graciously revealed his existence and power through all of creation, and has
supremely shown himself to fallen human beings in the person of his Son, the incarnate
Word. Moreover, this God is a speaking God who by his Spirit has graciously disclosed
himself in human words: we believe that God has inspired the words preserved in the
Scriptures, the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments, which are both record
and means of his saving work in the world. These writings alone constitute the verbally
inspired Word of God, which is utterly authoritative, and without error in the original
writings, complete in its revelation of his will for salvation, sufficient for all that God
requires us to believe and do, and final in its authority over every domain of knowledge
to which it speaks. We confess that both our finitude and our sinfulness preclude the
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possibility of knowing God’s truth exhaustively, but we affirm that, enlightened by the
Spirit of God, we can know God’s revealed truth truly. The Bible is to be believed, as
God’s instruction, in all that it teaches; obeyed, as God’s command, in all that it
requires; and trusted, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises. As God’s people hear,
believe, and do the Word, they are equipped as disciples of Christ and witnesses to the
gospel.
(Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32;
Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17;
Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21)

III. Creation of Humanity
We believe that God created human beings, male and female, in his own image. Adam
and Eve belonged to the created order that God himself declared to be very good,
serving as God’s agents to care for, manage, and govern creation, living in holy and
devoted fellowship with their Maker. Men and women, equally made in the image of
God, enjoy equal access to God by faith in Christ Jesus and are both called to move
beyond passive self-indulgence to significant private and public engagement in the
family, the church, and the world. While we readily acknowledge that God calls some
men and women to remain single for his kingdom, Adam and Eve were made to
complement each other in a one-flesh union that establishes the only normative
pattern of sexual relations for men and women, such that marriage ultimately serves as
a type of the union between Christ and his church. In God’s wise purposes, men and
women are not simply interchangeable, but rather they complement each other in
mutually enriching ways. God ordains that they assume distinctive roles which reflect
the loving relationship between Christ and the church, the husband exercising
headship in a way that displays the caring, sacrificial love of Christ, and the wife
submitting to her husband in a way that models the love of the church for her Lord. In
the ministry of the church, both men and women are encouraged to serve Christ and to
be developed to their full potential in the manifold ministries of the people of God. The
distinctive leadership role within the church given to qualified men is grounded in
creation, fall, and redemption and must not be sidelined by appeals to cultural
developments.
(Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31;
Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22;
Colossians 3:9-11; Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5;
Psalm 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31;
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21;
1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7)

IV. The Fall of Humanity
We believe that Adam, made in the image of God, distorted that image and forfeited
his original wholeness and intimacy with God—for himself and all his descendants—by
falling into sin through Satan’s temptation. While we acknowledge that Eve also
rebelled against God, Scripture holds Adam primarily responsible for the Fall. As a
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result, all human beings are alienated from God, corrupted in every aspect of their
being (e.g., physically, mentally, volitionally, emotionally, spiritually) and condemned
finally and irrevocably to death—apart from God’s own gracious intervention. The
supreme need of all human beings is to be reconciled to the God under whose just and
holy wrath we stand; the only hope of all human beings is the undeserved love of this
same God, who alone can rescue us and restore us to himself.
(Genesis 3, Romans 1:18-2:16, 3:9-20, 23, 5:12, 7:18-20, 8:7-8, 14:23; 1 Corinthians 2:14, 12:3; 2 Corinthians 3:5, 4:3-6, 11:3;
Ephesians 2:1-10, 4:17-19; Colossians 2:13; Psalm 14:1-3, 51:5, 94:11, 130:3)

V.

The Plan of God
We believe that from all eternity God determined in grace to save a great multitude of
guilty sinners from every tribe and language and people and nation, and to this end
foreknew them and chose them. We believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who
by grace have faith in Jesus, and that he will one day glorify them—all to the praise of
his glorious grace. In love God commands and implores all people to repent and
believe, having set his saving love on those he has chosen and having ordained Christ
to be their Redeemer.
(Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11,
Eph. 2:5; Acts 13:48, John 10:26, 18:37; Romans 8:28-30, 9:11-23, 11:5-11; 1 Corinthians 1:22-31; 2 Thessalonians 2:13, Revelation 5:9)

VI. The Gospel
We believe that the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ. Utter folly to the world,
even though it is the power of God to those who are being saved, this good news
centers on the cross and resurrection of Christ: the gospel is not proclaimed if Christ is
not proclaimed, and the authentic Christ has not been proclaimed if his death and
resurrection are not central (the message is that Christ died for our sins . . . [and] was
raised). This good news is biblical because his death and resurrection are according to
the Scriptures. It is theological and deals with our salvation in that Christ died for our
sins, to reconcile us to God. It is historical because if the saving events did not really
happen, our faith is worthless, we are still in our sins, and we are to be pitied more than
all others. This message was entrusted to and transmitted by the apostles, who were
witnesses of these saving events. This good news is intensely personal because where
it is received, believed, and held firmly, individual persons are saved.
(Acts 2:23; John 3:16; Romans 3:21-26; Galatians 3:10-14; Ephesians 2:1-10; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 10:12-14;
1 Peter 1:18-21, 2:22-24; 1 John 1:9, 5:11-12)

VII. The Redemption of Christ
We believe that, moved by love and in obedience to his Father, the eternal Son became
human: the Word became flesh, fully God and fully human being, one Person in two
natures. The man Jesus, the promised Messiah of Israel, was conceived through the
miraculous agency of the Holy Spirit, and was born of the virgin Mary. He perfectly
obeyed his heavenly Father, lived a sinless life, performed miraculous signs, was
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crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead on the third day, and
ascended into heaven. As our King and Mediator, he is seated at the right hand of God
the Father, exercising in heaven and on earth all of God’s sovereignty, and is our High
Priest and righteous Advocate. We believe that by his incarnation, life, death,
resurrection, and ascension, Jesus Christ acted as our representative and substitute. He
did this so that in him we might become the righteousness of God: on the cross he
cancelled sin, satisfied the wrath of holy God, and, by bearing the full penalty of our
sins, reconciled to God all those who believe. By his resurrection Christ Jesus was
vindicated by his Father, broke the power of death and defeated Satan who once had
power over it, and brought everlasting life to all his people; by his ascension he has
been forever exalted as Lord. We believe that salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved. Because God
chose the lowly things of this world, the despised things, the things that are not, to
nullify the things that are, no human being can ever boast before him—Christ Jesus has
become for us our righteousness, holiness, and redemption.
(Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24;
John 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,
Romans 8:29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15;
Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14;
Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5)

VIII. The Justification of Sinners
We believe that Christ, by his obedience and death, fully discharged the debt of all
those who are justified (put in right standing before our holy God). By his sacrifice, he
bore in our place the punishment due us for our sins thereby fully satisfying God’s
righteous justice. By his perfect obedience he satisfied the just demands of God on our
behalf, since by faith alone that perfect obedience is credited to all who trust in Christ
alone for their acceptance with God. Inasmuch as Christ was given by the Father for us,
and his obedience and punishment were accepted in place of our own, freely and not
for anything in us, this justification is solely of free grace, in order that both the exact
justice and the rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners. We
believe that a zeal for personal and public obedience flows from this free justification.
(Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:21-31; 4:3ff.; 5:1-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10;
2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.;
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23;
1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5)

IX. The Power of the Holy Spirit
We believe that this salvation, attested in all Scripture and secured by Jesus Christ, is
applied to his people by the Holy Spirit. Sent by the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit
glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ, and, as is present with and within believers. He convicts
the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and by his powerful and mysterious
work regenerates spiritually dead sinners, awakening them to repentance and faith,
baptizing them into union with the Lord Jesus, such that they are justified before God
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by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. By the Spirit’s work, believers
are renewed, sanctified, and adopted into God’s family; they participate in the divine
nature and receive his sovereignly distributed gifts. The Holy Spirit is himself the down
payment of the promised inheritance, and in this age indwells, guides, instructs,
equips, revives, and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.
(John 14:16,17,26; 15:26,27; John 16:9-14; Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; Galatians 5:22-26)

X.

The Kingdom of God
We believe that those who have been saved by the grace of God through union with
Christ by faith and through regeneration by the Holy Spirit enter the kingdom of God
and delight in the blessings of the new covenant: the forgiveness of sins, the inward
transformation that awakens a desire to glorify, trust, and obey God, and the prospect
of the glory yet to be revealed. Good works constitute indispensable evidence of
saving grace. Living as light in a world that is dark, believers should neither withdraw
into seclusion from the world, nor become indistinguishable from it. Recognizing
whose created order this is, and because we are citizens of God’s kingdom, we are to
love our neighbors as ourselves, doing good to all, especially to those who belong to
the household of God. The kingdom of God, already present but not fully realized, is
the exercise of God’s sovereignty in the world toward the eventual redemption of all
creation. The kingdom of God is an invasive power that plunders Satan’s dark kingdom
and regenerates and renovates through repentance and faith the lives of individuals
rescued from that kingdom. It therefore inevitably establishes a new community of
human life together under God.
(Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36;
Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13;
Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22)

XI. The Church
The universal church is manifested in local churches of which Christ is the only Head;
thus each “local church” is, in fact, the church, the household of God, the assembly of
the living God, and the pillar and foundation of the truth. We believe that a visible
church of Christ is a congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the
faith and fellowship of the Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by His
laws; and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His word; that
its only scriptural officers are Elders (synonymous with Bishops, Pastors, Overseers),
and Deacons, whose qualifications, claims, and duties are defined in the Epistles to
Timothy and Titus.
(Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16;
1 Corinthians 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Titus 1:5-9; Colossians 1:18;
1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3)
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XII. Baptism & the Lord’s Supper
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two ordinances to the local
church, baptism and the Lord's Supper. We believe that Christian baptism is the
immersion of the believer in water into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Baptism does not save a person, rather it is an outward demonstration, or symbol, of
Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection as well as our union with Him as we have died to
ourselves and been made alive in Christ. We believe that the Lord's Supper was
instituted by Christ for commemoration of His death, and is to be taken by believers
only. The elements are not the literal flesh and blood of Christ but serve as a symbol of
His sacrifice on the cross. As we participate in this ordinance, we are to reverently
remember the cost of the gospel. We believe that these two ordinances should be
observed and administered until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7;
Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12)

XIII. The Restoration of All Things
We believe in the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ with his
holy angels, when he will exercise his role as final Judge, and his kingdom will be
consummated. We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the just and the unjust—
the unjust to judgment and eternal conscious punishment in hell, as our Lord himself
taught, and the just to eternal joy in the presence of him who sits on the throne and of
the Lamb, in the new heaven and the new earth, the home of righteousness. On that
day the church will be presented faultless before God by the obedience, suffering and
triumph of Christ, all sin purged and its wretched effects forever banished. God will be
all in all and his people will be in awe of his complete majesty and holiness, and
everything will be to the praise of his glorious grace.
(Matthew 16:27; Mark 14:62; John 14:3; Acts 1:11Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10;
Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8;
Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13)

* Beliefs adapted from The Gospel Coalition
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Article 2 – Church Covenant
Having, as we trust, been brought by divine grace to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ and to give up ourselves to him, and having been baptized upon our profession of
faith, in the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, we do now, relying on
His gracious aid, solemnly and joyfully renew our covenant with each other.

We will work and pray for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
We will walk together in brotherly love, as becomes the members of a Christian church,
exercise an affectionate care and watchfulness over each other and faithfully
admonish and encourage one another as occasion may require.
We will not neglect to assemble together, or to pray for ourselves and others.
We will endeavor to bring up all those under our care, in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord, and by a pure and loving example to seek the salvation of our family and
friends.
We will rejoice at each other’s happiness and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy
to bear each other’s burdens and sorrows.
We will seek, by divine aid, to live carefully in the world, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, remembering that those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires.
We will work together for the continuance of a faithful evangelical* ministry in this
church, as we sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines. We will
contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the
church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel to all nations.
We will, when we move from this place, as soon as possible, unite with some other
church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s
word.
We will be bound by this church’s constitution including our covenant and statement
of faith in all matters pertaining to membership and discipline.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.
(*To be “evangelical” is to hold a solid grasp of biblical theology, particularly of conversion, the authority of Scripture, the centrality of
Christ and Him crucified, and a heavy missions focus and orientation. To remove any one of those is to no longer be evangelical, or to
say it more bluntly, biblical.)
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Article 3 - Name
3.1

This body shall be known as Terranova Church, Incorporated, located at P.O. Box 2191,
Georgetown, Texas 78627.

Article 4 - Affiliations
4.1

Terranova is voluntarily affiliated with:
-- The Gospel Coalition (www.thegospelcoalition.org)
-- 9Marks (www.9marks.org)
-- Williamson Baptist Association (www.wbatexas.org)
-- Southern Baptist Convention (www.sbc.net)

Article 5 - Purpose
5.1 The foundation of this church is the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20), and He
guides His church in all affairs through the Holy Scriptures (Psalm 119; 2 Tim. 3:15-17).
Therefore the purpose of this church is to glorify God through Jesus Christ, in the power of
the Holy Spirit (Isa. 43:7; Eph. 1:6, 12, 14).
5.2

Our particular purpose statement is: “Making much of God, making disciples of
Jesus.” The phrase “making much of God” reflects our earnest desire to magnify God
in every way possible; to show Him as magnificent in all of His attributes and actions.
We long to be God-centered in our thinking and interacting and we desire the
exaltation of God to be central in all that we do as a church. “Making disciples of
Jesus” reminds us that we are not simply called to become followers of Jesus Christ,
but are further commissioned by Christ to share the gospel with others and to help
believers grow into maturity, eventually becoming disciple makers themselves.
Another way to say this is that our goal is to make God-glorifying disciples who, in turn,
make other God-glorifying disciples. (Matt 28:18-20, Col. 1:28-29, Eph. 4:11-16, 1 Cor. 10:31)

5.3

In order to remain true to our Lord and His word, this church must be marked by
 preaching the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27; 2 Tim. 4:1-2),
 administering baptism (Matt. 28:19; Rom. 6:1-4)
 administering the Lord’s Supper (Luke 22:19; 1 Cor. 11:17-34),
 loving one another (John 13:34-35; 1 John 3:11-24; 4:7-12),
 prayer (Acts 1:14, 2:22, 6:4, Rom. 12:12, Matt 21:13),
 evangelism (Matthew 28:18-20),
 a biblical model of church leadership (1 Tim. 3, Titus 1),
 practicing both formative (1 Thess. 5:14; 1 Tim. 5:1-2; Tit. 2:15)
 and corrective discipline (Matt.18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5:1-5)
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Article 6 – Membership
Section 1 - Qualifications
6.1.1 To qualify for membership in this church, a person must be a believer in Jesus Christ
who gives evidence of regeneration, who has been baptized in obedience to Christ
following his or her regeneration, and who wholeheartedly believes in the Christian
faith as revealed in the Bible. Each member must support the doctrines of our church
and not hold any settled convictions contrary to them in accord with our Statement of
Faith, and must promise to keep the commitments expressed in the Church Covenant.
6.1.2 The normal process for becoming a member is completion of all sessions of the
membership class, an assessment of a person’s qualification for membership in a
meeting with at least two elders, a period of time where the congregation can get to
know the person and read some of their responses to a set of questions designed to
help us become better acquainted, and a vote by the entire church.

Section 2 - Admission of Members
6.2 To be admitted into church membership, applicants shall be recommended by the
elders for admission and accepted by a vote of at least 75% of the members present at
any regular or special meeting of the members. At that point newly elected members
shall relinquish their membership in other churches.

Section 3 - Duties and Privileges of Membership
6.3.1 In accord with the duties enumerated in the Church Covenant, each member shall be
privileged and expected to participate in and contribute to the ministry and life of the
church, consistent with God's leading and with the gifts, time, and material resources
each has received from God. Only those who are members of this congregation shall be
entitled to lead in the ministries of the church.
6.3.2 It is the privilege and responsibility of members to attend all members' meetings and
vote on the election of elders, on decisions regarding membership status, and on such
other matters submitted to a vote.

83 | P a g e

Section 4 - Church Discipline
6.4.1 Formative discipline, or discipleship, seeks to help form the character and life of the
believer. It is inherent in the preaching, teaching, and exercise of other ministries in the
church. When formative discipline fails due to sin, corrective discipline is then
necessary. Corrective discipline is for the good of the church and the member who has
sinned. It is never to be entered into lightly or quickly. The goal of corrective discipline
is always remedial, that is, the goal is always the salvation and holiness and good of the
one being disciplined.
6.4.2 Any member consistently neglectful of his or her duties or guilty of conduct by which
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be dishonored, and so opposing the welfare of
the church, shall be subject to the admonition of the elders and the discipline of the
church, according to the instructions of our Lord in Matthew 18:15-17 and the example
of scripture. Church discipline, then, should only be contemplated after individual
private admonition has failed.
6.4.3 The purpose of such discipline should be:
 For the repentance, reconciliation, and spiritual growth of the individual disciplined
(Heb. 12:1-11; Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:5; Gal. 6:1)
 For the instruction in righteousness and good of other Christians by being an
example to them
(1 Cor. 5:11; 1 Tim. 5:20; Heb. 10:24-25)
 For the purity of the church as a whole
(1 Cor. 5:6-7; Eph. 5:27; Rev. 21:2)
 For the good of our corporate witness to non-Christians
(Matt. 5:13-16; John 13:35; Acts 5:10-14)
 Supremely for the glory of God by reflecting His holy character
(Deut. 5:11; John 15:8; Eph. 1:4; 1 Pet. 2:12).
6.4.4 It is desirable in the case of public sin that a confession be made before the church in
a specially called meeting, so that the church can freely extend forgiveness. Such
public confession is especially necessary in the case of elders and deacons (1 Timothy
5:19-20; Galatians 2:11-14).
6.4.5 Based on Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 18:15-17, our general plan is to follow a four step
process when carrying out church discipline as a body and as leaders. These are four
biblical steps for those who resolve to restore others who are in sin:
1. A concerned individual goes directly to the person about whom they are
concerned. The purpose of this conversation is to compassionately seek
clarification regarding their behavior that appears to be sinful. If indeed that
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continues to appear to be the case, the individual seeks to correct them in truth
and love.
2. If the person is non-responsive or resistant, the original individual goes to them
again, this time with one or two others who genuinely care about the person in
question. The purpose of this conversation, like the first, is to compassionately
seek clarification—as a group—regarding their behavior that appears to be sinful.
If indeed that continues to appear to be the case, the individual seeks to correct
them in truth and love.
3. If the person continues to resist these efforts at reconciliation, the matter is
brought to the church elders who make efforts themselves to turn the person
from their sin. Along with this step, or immediately following it, the matter is
painfully shared with the church at a member’s meeting. The goal here, as with
all the steps, is for the person to see the seriousness of their sin, repent and be
restored.
4. If the person continues to be determined to disobey, the final step is for the
church to break from fellowship with this person, no longer being able to affirm
that they indeed have placed their faith in Christ. This excommunication is not
without compassion. There should be a heaviness and brokenness for the person
and a continual desire to see their repentance and reconciliation.

Section 5 - Termination of Membership
6.5 Termination of membership shall be recognized by the church following the death,
transfer of membership, or voluntary resignation of any church member. Membership
may be terminated as an act of church discipline at the recommendation of the elders
and with the vote of 75% of the members present at any regular or special meeting of
the members. The church shall have authority to refuse a member’s voluntary
resignation or transfer of membership to another church, either for the purpose of
proceeding with a process of church discipline or for any other biblical reason.

Article 7 - Gatherings
Section 1 - Worship Services
7.1

Worship services shall be held each Sunday, and may be held throughout the week as
the church determines.

Section 2 - Members' Meetings
7.2.1 In every meeting together, members shall act in that spirit of mutual trust, openness,
and loving consideration which is appropriate within the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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7.2.2 There shall be a regular members' meeting at least every quarter, at some time apart
from the Sunday morning service, and at a time acceptable to the membership. The
elders shall see that the stated meetings of the church are regularly held and that
required reports are submitted to the church by the responsible members.
7.2.3 Special members' meetings may be called as requested by the elders, or at the written
request, submitted to the elders, of ten percent of the voting membership. In the
event of a written request from the members, the elders shall call a special meeting to
be held within one month of their receipt of the request.
7.2.4 There shall be an annual members' meeting at which a budget will be approved by the
membership. The fiscal year will commence on January 1.
7.2.5 A designated elder shall preside as moderator at all members' meetings of the church.
The date, time, and purpose of any regular or special meeting shall be announced at all
public services of the church at least two weeks preceding the meeting. Provided all
constitutional provisions for notification have been met, a quorum shall be understood
to be met by those members present.
7.2.6 Meetings shall be run according to Robert's Rules of Order. On any matter that is
brought to vote, a 75% vote is needed for it to pass. Abstentions will not be considered
as votes cast. Only votes cast by members present at the time of the meeting will be
counted.

Article 8 - Officers
Section 1 - Summary
8.1.1 Jesus Christ is the Lord and head of this church and He rules primarily through the
Scriptures.
8.1.2 The biblical offices in the church are elders and deacons, but the church is ultimately
governed by the congregation. All officers must be members of this church prior to
assuming their responsibilities.
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Section 2 - Elders
8.2.1 Subject to the will of the congregation, the elders shall provide broad oversight to the
ministry, financial management, and resources of the church. In keeping with the
principles set forth in Acts 6:1-6; 1 Tim. 3:1-7; 5:17; Tit. 1:5-9; Jas. 5:14; and 1 Pet. 5:1-4, the
elders shall seek the mind of Christ through the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the
word of God as they undertake the work of shepherding God's flock. The elders shall…
 teach and exhort
 refute those who contradict the truth
 pray for the sick
 care for the church’s members
 devote themselves to prayer, to the government of the church and to ministry.
The elders shall provide oversight of the congregation and lead the church to fulfill its
ministries.
8.2.2 The elders shall be comprised of at least four men who satisfy the qualifications for the
office of elder set forth in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9. Only men may serve as elders
in accord with 1 Timothy 2:12. At least one-third of the elder board must consist of
those who are not vocational elders. If, at any time, this ratio drops below the
prescribed level, the remaining elders shall seek to rectify the situation as soon as
possible. No elder shall hold the office of deacon during his tenure. Those elders not
receiving full-time compensation from the church will be called “lay-elder” for the
purpose of this constitution, although biblically and functionally there is no difference
among the elders.
8.2.3 Elders at Terranova will serve in one-year commitments. There will be a staggered
renewal time to protect from all elders stepping down simultaneously. The renewal
time for each elder will be a two- to four-week period during which the elder will be
under a process of both self-evaluation as well as evaluation from the remaining elders.
Continuing in service as an elder is dependent on the desire of the individual elder as
well as a 75% vote of the other elders, though the ideal is always unanimity. If, at the
point of renewal (or at any time), the remaining elders recommend another elder
resign. If he refuses, the elders will take it to the church members for a decisive vote.
For the elder in question to remain, it would require a 75% vote of the members to
affirm that elder (in opposition to the remaining elders).
8.2.4 An elder’s term of office may be terminated by resignation or by dismissal. Any two
members with reason to believe that an elder should be dismissed should express such
concern to the elders and, if need be only afterwards, to the congregation. Any such
action shall be done in accordance with the instructions of our Lord in Matt. 18:15-17
and 1 Tim. 5:17-21. Any elder may be dismissed by a 75% vote of the members at any
formally called members' meeting of the church.
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8.2.5 The elders shall take particular responsibility to oversee worship services, administer
the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper, equip the membership for the work
of the ministry, encourage and teach sound doctrine, admonish and correct error,
oversee the process of church discipline, coordinate and promote the ministries of the
church, mobilize the church for world missions, examine and instruct prospective
members, examine and recommend all prospective candidates for offices and
positions, and oversee the work of the deacons and appointed church agents and
teams. The elders are further to ensure that all who minister the word to the
congregation, including outside speakers, share our fundamental convictions.
8.2.6 The elders may establish and oversee ministry positions and teams to assist them in
fulfilling their responsibilities. The elders shall also have primary responsibility for the
employment, supervision, and evaluation of staff members. The outworking of this
responsibility may, on a case-by-case basis, be delegated to deacons or another staff
member.
8.2.7 A paid or volunteer staff position does not in and of itself constitute an elder’s position.
8.2.8 In proposing paid staff positions, the elders shall present a job description for each
position to the membership for approval. The membership may approve all final
candidates to fill such positions or may delegate this responsibility, on a position-byposition basis, to the elders, deacons, or other staff members. The elders shall present
a request to dismiss paid ministerial staff (i.e., those paid to do ministry) to the
congregation. The elders may hire and fire non-ministerial staff, or delegate that
responsibility on a case-by-case basis.
8.2.9 The elders must have at least 75% approval of the elders in order to proceed with an
action.
8.2.10 The elders may elect a chairman who shall serve as chairman of elders’ meetings and as

moderator of members' meetings. It is recommended that the chairman be someone
other than the primary preacher of the church.
8.2.11 For purposes of compliance with the nonprofit corporation laws of the state of Texas,
the chairman of the elders shall serve as the president of the corporation.

Section 3 - The Preaching Elder
8.3.1 The preaching elder shall perform the duties of an elder described in Section 2, above.
He shall be recognized by the church as particularly gifted and called to the ministry of
preaching and teaching the word of God.
8.3.2 In the absence or incapacity of the preaching elder, the other elders shall assume
responsibility for his duties, any of which can be delegated.
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Section 4 – Deacons
8.4.1 The office of deacon is described in 1 Tim. 3:8-13 (cf. Acts 6:1-7). The church shall recognize, in
accordance with the constitutional provisions on elections, men and women who are giving of
themselves in service to the church, who possess gifts of ministry, and who are called to
further service and care for the church’s members. The number of deacons shall be determined
by the needs of the ministry and the call and qualifications of men and women in the church.
These members shall be received as gifts of Christ to His church and set apart as deacons. This
recognition shall be reaffirmed by the church elders on a year to year basis. There will be a
yearly evaluation of each individual deacon before another year term is started.

8.4.2 Deacons shall advise and assist the elders in any service that shall support and promote the
ministry of the word, new and existing ministries of the church, and the care of the members
of the congregation. The deacons may be organized in the most fitting way to accomplish the
mission of the church. Thus the ministry of deacons may involve several diaconal teams.

8.4.3 The responsibilities of deacons do not include preaching, teaching, or spiritual
oversight, which are the responsibilities of the elders, or financial control of the church.
Deacons exercise a ministry of service. They may teach and preach in contexts in which
they are not infringing upon the oversight duties of elders (Acts 6-7:53; Titus 2:3).
8.4.4 Each year the deacon who serves as treasurer, with the approval of the elders, shall
present to the church an itemized budget at the regular members' meeting preceding
the annual members meeting. This budget shall be presented for discussion at that
time and called up for a vote at the annual members' meeting.
8.4.5 No money shall be solicited by or on behalf of the church or any of its ministries
without the approval of the elders.

Section 5 – Clerk
8.5.1 It shall be the duty of the clerk to record the minutes of all regular and special
members' meetings of the church, to preserve an accurate roll of the membership, and
to render reports as requested by the elders, deacons, or the church.
8.5.2 In the absence or incapacity of the clerk, the elders shall appoint a member to perform
the duties of the church clerk.
8.5.3 For purposes of compliance with the nonprofit corporation laws of the state of Texas,
the clerk shall serve as the secretary of the corporation.
8.5.4 The church clerk shall ensure that dated copies of the most recent revision of this
constitution shall be available for all church members.
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Section 6 – Treasurer
8.6 The treasurer, who shall not be an active elder or a paid church staff member, shall ensure that
all funds and securities of the church are properly secured in such banks, financial institutions,
or depositories as designated by the church. The treasurer shall also ensure that full and
accurate accounts of receipts and disbursements are kept in books belonging to the church,
and that adequate controls are implemented to guarantee that all funds belonging to the
church are appropriately handled by any officer, employee, or agent of the church. The
treasurer shall render to the elders annually, or whenever they may require it, an account of all
transactions as treasurer and of the financial condition of the church. The treasurer shall also
be responsible for presenting regular reports of the account balances, revenues, and expenses
of the church at regular members' meeting.

Article 9 – Elections
Section 1 – Principles
9.1

The process for church elections shall be interpreted and carried out to fulfill the
following principles:
1. Substantial prayer, both individually and corporately, shall be an integral part of the
election process.
2. Nominations shall proceed with the support of the elders.
3. All candidates for church office shall be treated with the grace, kindness, and
honesty appropriate in evaluating fellow members.
4. The election process shall express that spirit of mutual trust, openness, and loving
consideration which is appropriate within the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Section 2 - Selection of Officers
9.2.1 The election of officers shall be held as needed in a members’ meeting of the church. Prior to
the election the elders should seek recommendations and involvement from the general
membership in the nomination process.

9.2.2 The names of final nominees to serve as elders and/or deacons shall be presented by the elders
and made known to the church at least two weeks prior to voting. Any member with reason to
believe that a nominated candidate is unqualified for an office should express such concern to
the elders. Members intending to speak in opposition to a candidate should express their
objection to the elders as far in advance as possible before the relevant church members’
meeting at which the church votes on the candidates.

9.2.3 A designated elder shall declare elected persons receiving a 75% majority of all votes cast for
any office.
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Section 3 - Calling of Vocational Elders
9.3.1 In the calling of any man to a vocational elder position, the same basic process of
calling an elder must be followed, and the elders may encourage members of the
congregation to submit names. In addition, the church shall be given adequate
opportunity to assess the gifts and spiritual life of any final candidate for vocational
elder. A “vocational elder position” is defined as any elder position for which the
candidate will be compensated for working 40 hours per week or more.
9.3.2 In selecting a vocational elder his ability to teach and his commitment to minister
personally to the members of this church will be prerequisites. The ability to preach will
be assessed with particular care when selecting a potential preaching elder.
Assessment of any candidate shall be made by the elders. In addition, the church shall
receive assurance from the elders that, having interviewed the man concerned, they
are in no doubt as to his wholehearted assent to the Statement of Faith and Church
Covenant. The elders shall bring only one recommendation to the church at a time.
9.3.3 Notice of the nomination of a man to be elected to membership and called as a
vocational elder shall be given at two successive Sunday morning services following
the nomination, prior to the vote at a members' meeting. The extension of a call shall
be made upon an affirmative vote of 75% of the members present.

Section 4 - Calling of Part-time Paid Elders
9.4.1 In the calling of any man to a part-time paid elder position, the same basic process of calling an
elder must be followed, and the elders may encourage members of the congregation to submit
names. In addition, the church shall be given adequate opportunity to assess the gifts and
spiritual life of any potential part-time paid elder. A “part-time paid elder position” is defined as
any elder position for which the candidate will be compensated for working less than 40 hours
per week.

9.4.2 In selecting a part-time paid elder his ability to teach and his commitment to minister
personally to the members of this church will be prerequisites. The ability to preach will be
assessed with particular care when selecting a potential preaching elder. In addition, the
church shall receive assurance from the elders that, having interviewed the man concerned,
they are in no doubt as to his wholehearted assent to the Statement of Faith and Church
Covenant. The elders shall bring only one recommendation to the church at a time.

9.4.3 Notice of the nomination of a man to be elected to membership and called as a part-time paid
elder shall be given at two successive Sunday morning services following the nomination, prior
to the vote at a members' meeting. The extension of a call shall be made upon an affirmative
vote of 75% of the members present.
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Article 10 - Indemnification
Section 1 - Mandatory Indemnification
10.1 If a legal claim or criminal allegation is made against a person because he or she is or was an officer,
employee, or agent of the church, the church shall provide indemnification against liability and costs
incurred in defending against the claim if the elders determine that the person acted (a) in good faith,
(b) with the care an ordinarily prudent person in a similar position would exercise under similar
circumstances, and (c) in a manner the person reasonably believed to be in the best interest of the
church, and the person had no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful. The church
shall purchase appropriate insurance to meet these potential liabilities.

Section 2 - Permissive Indemnification
10.2 At the discretion of the elders, the church also may indemnify any person who acted in good faith and
reasonably believed that his or her conduct was in the church's best interest and not unlawful.

Section 3 - Procedure
10.3 If a quorum of the elders is not available for an indemnification determination because of the number of
elders seeking indemnification, the requisite determination may be made by the membership or by
special legal counsel appointed by the membership.

Article 11 - Dispute Resolution
11.1 Believing that the Bible commands Christians to make every effort to live at peace and to resolve
disputes with each other in private or within the Christian church (see, e.g., Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 6:1-8),
the church shall urge its members to resolve conflict among themselves according to biblically based
principles, without reliance on the secular courts. Consistent with its call to peacemaking, the church
shall encourage the use of biblically based principles and the avoidance of suits of law to resolve
disputes between itself and those outside the church, whether Christian or pagan and whether
individuals or corporate entities. The elders may adopt policies and procedures to effect these
aspirations.

Article 12 - Amendments
12.1 The Statement of Faith and Church Covenant may be amended by a three-quarters vote of the members
present and voting at a members' meeting, provided the amendment shall have been offered in writing
at the previous members' meeting, and shall have been announced from the pulpit at church services
two successive Sundays prior to such vote.

12.2 This constitution may be amended by a 75% vote of the members present and voting at a members'
meeting, provided the amendment shall have been offered in writing at the previous members' meeting,
and shall have been announced from the pulpit at church services two successive Sundays prior to such
vote.
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Appendix B:
Terranova Church’s Teaching on Baptism
1. Jesus commands us to be/make disciples and that includes baptism.
Matthew 28:18-20
18

And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold,

I am with you always, to the end of the age."
The imperative (command) here is “make disciples” and the three participles that go
along with it are “going, baptizing, teaching.” Water baptism is an act of obedience
and important part of the discipleship process.
2. The biblical word means to immerse.
In the Greek, the original language of the New Testament, the word for baptism is
“baptizo”, a verb which literally means “to dip, immerse, submerge, baptize.”
Further, in multiple cases, the biblical language describing someone’s baptism points
to immersion such as Philip baptizing the Ethiopian in Acts 8:39, “And when they
came up out of the water…” Finally, immersion is a vivid portrayal of the crucifixion
and resurrection of Christ as well as of our death to ourselves and new life in Christ.
Romans 6:4 states, “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life.” Baptism by immersion paints this picture beautifully.
But does the mode really matter? While there are things that matter more, we
believe that for the sake of obedience to Scripture and for unity in our church, it does
matter.
3. Baptism is similar to and different from Old Testament circumcision.
Colossians 2:11-12 “In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made
without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,
having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.”
Romans 9:7-8 "Not all are children of Abraham because they are his descendants. . . it
is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God"
Galatians 3:7 "So you see that it is men of faith who are the sons of Abraham."
Like circumcision, baptism is an outward symbol of an inward reality. Also, like
circumcision, baptism doesn’t save. The Scriptures above point to the necessity of
faith. Unlike circumcision where children were/are circumcised, baptism is a choice
by those who have placed their faith in Christ. It is a conscious decision to embrace
the New Covenant of Christ.
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4. Baptism does not save a person.
In the Bible, once Jesus starts his ministry, every person who is baptized is first a
believer in Jesus. Think about that. The biblical pattern is that they believe and then
are baptized. The "household baptisms" mentioned in Acts 16:15, 33 and 1 Corinthians
1:16 are exceptions to this only if one assumes that the "household" included infants.
However, no infants are mentioned. And Luke steers us away from this assumption in
Act 16:32 by saying that Paul first "spoke the word of the Lord. . .to all that were in his
[the jailer's] house," and then baptized them. The emphasis is on a person hearing
the gospel, placing their faith in Jesus, and then being baptized. Peter boldly told the
crowd, "Repent, and be baptized" (Acts 2:38) and that is the order we see in
Scripture. Some read a verse like Mark 16:6, “Whoever believes and is baptized will
be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned,” and say that the Bible
teaches that baptism saves. It does not. In this very verse, the second phrase shows
that condemnation doesn’t come from lack of baptism, but because of refusal to
believe in Jesus. Further, as the thief was being crucified next to Christ, “And he said,
‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ And [Jesus] said to him,
‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’” (Luke 23:42-43) Clearly,
Jesus didn’t view baptism as essential to salvation.
One may ask, “But what about what Peter writes in 1 Peter 3:21?” “Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ…”
“Doesn’t that plainly say that baptism saves you?” Actually, it is Peter’s way of
emphasizing that baptism does in fact, not save a person. He is quick to clarify that
he is emphasizing not what happens outwardly with water, but inwardly when we
put our faith in Christ. Regarding this text, John Piper writes…
For as J.D.G. Dunn says, this is the closest thing we have to a definition which includes faith.
Baptism is "an appeal to God." That is, baptism is the cry of faith to God. In that senses and to
that degree, it is part of God's means of salvation. This should not scare us off any more than the
sentence, "If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord. . . you will be saved." The movement of
the lips in the air and the movement of the body in water save only in the sense that they express
the appeal and faith of the heart toward God.
Romans 10:9-10 “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with
the mouth one confesses and is saved.”
Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”

Baptism is obedience so it is a good thing to do, but there is no good work—
including baptism—and no combination of good deeds that can enable us to earn
our salvation. Salvation is a gift of God that we receive as we trust Jesus Christ.
Concerning Jesus, John 1:12 says, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” Believing, not baptism, is
the key to belonging to Jesus. And baptism is a sign that we do indeed believe.
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5. How many times should I be baptized?
Unlike the Lord’s Supper which a believer may take many times before Jesus returns,
baptism is something that is only needed once, after the person has placed their faith in
Jesus. If you were baptized and then later placed your faith in Jesus, we would encourage
you to be baptized now that you are a believer and thus be in line with the Bible.

6. When should I get baptized?
Acts 8:26-39
26

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a
eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over and join this chariot." 30So Philip ran to him and
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31And he
said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now
the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth." 34And the
eunuch said to Philip, "About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?" 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the
good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the
eunuch said, "See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?" 38And he commanded the
chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.
39
And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.”

It is interesting that Philip tells the man about Jesus and even, while riding in the
chariot, explains baptism enough that when the man sees water, he is eager to be
baptized. It shows Philip’s heart for discipleship which includes baptism.
While we do recognize in Scripture the close proximity between a person believing in
Jesus and their baptism, nevertheless we do not rush this process. We have one
primary goal and that is that the person be very clear on the gospel. So, when
someone desires to be baptized, we first want to meet with them and make sure
there is an accurate understanding of the gospel and when they have that, and based
on their profession of faith in Jesus, we proceed with baptism. Our main motivation
for taking appropriate time on this is to protect people, especially children, from false
assurance and later doubts about their salvation.
If you have repented of your sin and are trusting in Jesus alone for your salvation,
we enthusiastically encourage you to step further into obedience by being baptized,
publicly saying that you are not ashamed to be counted a follower of Jesus and to
be connected to His people. How awesome that through this act of worship you will
paint a picture of the cross and resurrection as well as of how you have died to
yourself and have been given new life in Jesus
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Appendix C:
Childhood Baptism & Church Membership
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

Our local church’s membership will be comprised only of Christians who have been
baptized as believers, by immersion.
Membership candidates are to be interviewed to ascertain, as much as is humanly
possible, the genuineness of a candidate’s conversion.
We recognize that the New Testament example is for baptism upon a valid profession
of faith. Therefore, baptism ought to follow conversion upon the appearance of
discernible signs of conversion.
Church members ought to live lives which reflect the present work of the Sprit in their
hearts moving them toward increasing Christ-likeness.
Children can be confused or deceived about the present reality of their spiritual
condition, thus making the Spirit’s work in their hearts and lives difficult for both them
and others to discern.
Time is sometimes the only course of action for determining, as much as is humanly
possible, the validity of a child’s profession of faith in Christ.
Discernible signs of a child’s genuine conversion often become clearer as the child
grows and shows the fruit of a changed heart, rather than mere obedience to his or her
parents.
We understand, however, that setting an age limit would be purely arbitrary, and we
do not want to be in a position of forbidding a truly believing child from obeying the
Lord Jesus Christ by being baptized.
Since we believe that it is right for true believers to be members of a local church, all
children (and others) who are baptized will be recommended for membership in the
church.
There is no “junior membership” in the church so members of all ages are exposed to
both the benefits as well as the expectations of membership. This includes voting
during the Members Meetings. It also includes cases of church discipline, though when
a young person is the one going through the discipline process, the parents will be
heavily involved. Thus, Church membership carries with it responsibilities which may
be beyond the grasp of many children, so parents of believing and baptized children
must exercise guidance of their children in carrying out these responsibilities to the
best of their ability. Keeping in mind that church membership is not a matter of
salvation, some parents may choose to have their children wait on membership for the
right timing and maturity of their child.
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Strategy regarding requests for childhood baptism at Terranova Church:
In light of the above convictions, the elders of Terranova Church will handle parents’
requests for children’s baptism on a case-by-case basis. If, after personal discussion with the
child, we are confident affirming the faith of the child, we will recommend he or she be
baptized. If, however, we are unable to gain confidence of the state of the child’s spiritual
condition, we will recommend that further discipleship be given. It is our desire, for the sake
of each child as well as for the church, to be slow and diligent in this process. But also, we
wish to be obedient to Christ in baptizing any truly believing person, children included.
These convictions and accompanying policy recommendation were reached by the elders
through much study, prayer, and discussion on a variety of related issues including the desire
to preserve and guard the purity of the church while recognizing that an unbaptized
Christian is a foreign concept to the New Testament. After weighing the arguments for both
sides of the issue, the elders have chosen this position and the following process.
What is the baptism process at Terranova Church for those in high school or younger?
Please hear the heart of our elders on this matter. We are earnestly seeking to help the children of Terranova
Church have a genuine grasp of the gospel while protecting them from false conversions. We ask parents for
an extra measure of patience and grace as we work through an imperfect process with pure motives. We
sincerely desire to partner with you in being used by God as He draws your child to saving faith in Jesus Christ,
is baptized as testimony of their conversion, and as they grow in deepening discipleship.

Here’s the REQUIRED process:
1.
2.

Two elders meet with the child/youth (parents are welcome to be present).
If the child is able to articulate the gospel and their profession of faith, plans are made for the next
baptism celebration. If it seems that the child is still unclear on the gospel, the parent is guided to
further disciple their child.

Here’s the RECOMMENDED process:
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Our church provides a study, which clarifies the gospel, through which the parents or another adult
takes the child/youth.
The candidate writes out their story of becoming a follower of Jesus and their answers to some basic,
yet significant questions:
a. Please write out your story/testimony about how you came to faith in Christ.
b. Who is God? Who is Jesus?
c. What is sin? How does sin affect our relationship with God?
d. What does the Bible teach concerning how to be reconciled to (made right with) God?
e. What is repentance? Why is it important?
f. What does faith in Jesus mean?
g. Is Jesus the only way to God? If so, why?
h. What is hell? How does someone end up there?
i. What is baptism? Is it necessary for salvation?
Two elders meet with the parent and discuss their child’s answers.
A choice is made to move forward with baptism or to have further discipleship first.
If moving forward, the elders meet with the child/youth.
If all is well, plans are made for the next baptism celebration.
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Appendix D:
How to Leave Your Old Church
(or this one)
By Kevin DeYoung

[The elders of Terranova Church include this
article to aid people in leaving a church to
come to Terranova as well as to assist those
who feel they must leave Terranova for
somewhere else. This article does not
address why or when to leave a church, but
is based on the assumption that the reasons
make sense and now the question is how to
leave in a way that is honoring both to God
and to His people.]

1. Try to leave graciously.
When someone voluntarily leaves a church (not because of a move or a graduation or a
deployment) it is usually a painful experience. You’ve probably been hurt or
disappointed. Maybe you dislike the new pastor or the new direction of the church. The
temptation in these situations will be toward bitterness. You may want to leave with all
your guns ablazin’ but the approach that feels good isn’t always the one that is good.
Better to err on the side of gentleness and let the Lord repay your enemies. This also
makes it easier for you to admit wrong if you should find some down the road.
2. Tell the pastor(s) you are leaving.
This may be the most important point. Please let someone know you are going. You may
want people to notice you are gone, and a good elder board will notice, but if you’ve
already decided to leave now is not the time for sour grapes. If you tell the leaders you
are leaving, they can pray for you. Maybe they can clear up a misunderstanding. Or
maybe they need to learn from your experience. Just don’t go silently into that good
night.

98 | P a g e

3. Leave off a ledge.
I got this imagery from a dear member who recently left our church and did so with great
grace and magnanimity. He told me that as he thought about leaving he decided he
didn’t want to drift away, slowly pulling away and dropping his commitments. He said
he’d rather take a leap off the ledge and be fully engaged until the moment when he
decided it was time to go. Be in while you are in, and then when you are out, jump right
out.
4. Learn how to kindly and honestly answer the question “Why did you leave?”
People will ask you, so figure out your answer. Don’t kill someone’s character or
disembowel the whole church with your reply. Don’t lie either. A simple, straightforward
answer will suffice. We didn’t agree with the direction of the church. We disagreed with
some of the doctrines being taught. We didn’t feel like we could submit ourselves to the
authority of the church any longer. Tell the truth, but speak it in the manner you would
want the church to speak about you.
5. Develop a plan right away for how you will look for a new church.
It may take you some time to settle in a new place, but start working on your plan right
away. Will you visit these ten churches? Or two churches? Will you visit them once or
three times? What is important to you (and your family, and God!) in finding a church?
Don’t allow yourself to float aimlessly for months and years. Too many church floaters
just float away.
6. Don’t burn bridges.
If you were a faithful member of your previous church, you will keep running into those
who are still there. You’ll see them at weddings, funerals, open houses, and school
functions. Maybe even family reunions! It’s bound to be a little awkward but do what
you can to keep the relationships intact. Many of them are worth saving. And you may
need them later.
7. Keep praying and ask others to pray for you.
The ties that bind are not broken easily. In some ways they don’t have to. Obviously, the
relationship changes when you leave a church, but you should still want what is best for
all those you left behind. And hopefully they still care for you. It never hurts to have
more prayer.

Article printed from http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevindeyoung
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Notes…
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Notes…
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“Church attendance is as vital to a disciple
as a transfusion of rich, healthy blood to a sick man.”
– Dwight L. Moody
“The perfect church service would be one we were almost unaware of.
Our attention would have been on God.”
– C.S. Lewis
“Wherever we see the Word of God purely preached and heard,
there a church of God exists, even if it swarms with many faults.”
– John Calvin
“You may speak but a word to a child, and in that child there may be slumbering a
noble heart which shall stir the Christian Church in years to come.”
– Charles Spurgeon
“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better,
not new organizations or more and novel methods,
but men whom the Holy Ghost can use — men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.
The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but through men.
He does not come on machinery, but on men.
He does not anoint plans, but men, men of prayer.”
– E. M. Bounds
“I lack the fervency, vitality, life, in prayer which I long for.
I know that many consider it fanaticism
when they hear anything which does not conform
to the conventional, sleep-inducing eulogies so often rising from Laodicean lips;
but I know too that these same people can acquiescently tolerate sin in their lives
and in the church without so much as tilting one hair of their eyebrows.”
– Jim Eliot
“One hundred religious persons knit into a unity by careful organization do not
constitute a church any more than eleven dead men make a football team.
The first requisite is life, always.”
– A. W. Tozer
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