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THE ATONING SACRIFICE •  WE HEED HIS WARNING •  LUKE 21:5-36 •  11/1/2020

MAIN POINT

We watch and pray for Jesus’ return, we must pay attention to Jesus' words and warnings.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What books or movies have depicted the events and signs of the last days?

Which signs of the last days stand out to you the most? Why?

Do you think it’s important to know what the Bible says about the end times? Why or why not? Why do you
think Jesus taught about the events of the future?

As Jesus drew closer to the time of His crucifixion, He prepared His disciples for what they would experience in
the near and distant future. Christ has promised that one day He will return, and our greatest hope is in His
coming. In light of Jesus’ return, we are to be on guard to avoid behavior that would deny His return, and we
are to be ready to face Him when He does come back.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 21:5-19.

The disciples asked Jesus to tell them when these things would occur, meaning the events surrounding the
temple’s destruction. The second part of their question focused on the request for a sign so they would know
when the predicted event would take place.

Do you think we see or experience any “signs of the times” today? If so, which ones?

How do you answer someone who asks, “When will these things happen?”

As believers today, we need to understand the necessity of separating false announcements and signs about
Jesus’ return from true prophetic pronouncements. Christians cannot look forward to the second coming with
confidence unless they ignore false announcements and false signs about Jesus’ return.
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What will happen to the disciples and the church during this time Jesus prophesied about (vv. 12-19)?

What comfort will come in the midst of these trials? Why is this truth a source of hope and encouragement
for us today?

What does it look like to “stand firm” to the end in the midst of these final days?

Before international warfare and natural chaos come, the church will face persecution. Belief in Christ and His
name will be cause enough for you to be put in jail and punished by the government. The gospel as been paved
with the blood of martyrs. As Jesus’ return draws near, persecution will come our way. So, how will we respond
when it does? We can use it as an opportunity to talk about Jesus.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 21:20-24.

Read Daniel 9:24-27. What was Daniel prophesying about? How could someone cause a desolation?

How do both Daniel and Jesus stress that God is in control of the future? How can we remind ourselves of
that truth in the midst of trying times?

The tribulation would include the abomination of desolation from Daniel. This abomination was part of Daniel’s
prophecy of a time of tribulation. It was in regards to sacrifices at the temple, as regular sacrifices would cease
and an abomination would occur. Specifically this abomination was some kind of defiling, destructive incident
in the temple, which would end the practice of daily sacrifices. Jesus specified that the abomination would be
standing in the holy place; that is, the second most sacred room in the temple.

HAVE ANOTHER VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 21:25-33.

What reason do we have as Christians for anticipating Jesus’ return (vv. 27-28)? Why is the gospel not
complete without Jesus’ second coming?

How would the promises of verses 32-33 have been comforting to the disciples? Discomforting? What
impact do they have on you today?

Jesus’ second coming is key to the gospel, because He has promised to return and that is our great hope. At
the time of His return, He will be recognized for who He is—King of the kingdom and Lord of all—and will bring
to ultimate completion the redemption of all believers.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 21:34-36.

In the midst of this heavy news, how did Jesus caution His followers? What things might prevent people
from being prepared for Jesus’ return?

What do you think enables believers to be ready to stand before the Lord without fear or shame at His
return?

How well does your life reflect verse 36? What will you do this week to become better at watching and
praying?

After giving the parable of the fig tree, Jesus turned His attention to a practical appeal consisting of two
warnings. The first warning called the disciples to beware of being overcome with drunken revelry or worldly
concerns for this life. Jesus’ followers must keep a constant check on their attitudes and conduct. Jesus’
second warning is positive. Be always alert, always ready, always living your life with a sense of urgency and
anticipation of Christ’s return. Such alertness is not done in a sense of dread, fearing we might miss His return.
Instead, our alertness demonstrates love for Him. We want to be with Christ, our trust is in Him, and we are
ever ready to meet Him.
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APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How does the prospect of Jesus’ unpredictable, rapid return speak to how we carry out the mission of God?

Do you live out the implications of Jesus’ second coming? How can we use Jesus’ teaching in these verses
as motivation for evangelism?

How can you live expectantly? What does it look like practically?

PRAYER

Close your time in prayer. Pray that God would give you a certain hope in Christ. Thank God that in His wisdom
He made a plan and has given us glimpses of it in Scripture. Pray that you would be prepared and expectant of
the return of Christ.

COMMENTARY

LUKE 21:5-36

21:5-6. Jesus’ teaching in the temple, which began in Luke 19:45, concludes with a long eschatological
discourse involving the destruction of the temple-Jerusalem and the end of the world. Although Luke already
has presented various teachings of Jesus on this subject (12:35-48; 13:35; 17:20-37; 19:41-44), he, like Mark
and Matthew, included these additional teachings on the subject because of their importance. He used this
opportunity to clarify several misconceptions concerning the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the
world. As the disciples called attention to the magnificent stones and offerings that adorned the temple, Jesus
replied that the day would come when the temple would experience destruction, and that destruction would be
so great that not one of these magnificent stones would remain standing upon another. What follows is the
third and largest pronouncement of Jerusalem’s destruction found in the Gospel (cf. 13:34-35; 19:41-44).

21:7-11. The parallel passages in Matt. 24 and Mark 13 focus primarily on the end of the age, while Luke is
concerned mostly about the near-term destruction of the temple (“these things”). But verses 25-28 do speak of
the second coming of Christ. The events leading to the destruction of the temple in A.D. 70 foreshadow the
later time that leads up to Jesus’ return. The appearance of false messiahs and date-setting schemes (“the
time is near”), as well as widespread wars, will continue throughout the present age. However, these things
must occur and are part of an expected delay before the end of the age.

21:11. Earthquakes... famines, and plagues of varied intensity will occur through history all the way to the end
of the age. Great signs from heaven probably refer to such cosmic phenomena as that prophesied in Joel 2:28-
32 and fulfilled in Revelation 6:13-14.

21:12-19. Having warned about the danger of being misled by false prophets and of a false interpretation of
the events surrounding Jerusalem’s fall, Luke then described the persecution that would come upon believers
from government and from family and friends. Nevertheless he reminded his readers that in the midst of such
persecution, Jesus has promised wisdom and, to those who persevere, eternal life. These verses return to
discussion of the immediate circumstances of the apostles and their co-laborers in the gospel. Persecution by
Jews (the synagogues) and Gentiles (kings and governors) will lead to opportunities to witness for Christ
(Acts 4; 7; 22-24; 26). “I will give you such words” basically repeats Jesus’ earlier promise in 12:11-12.
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When troubles came upon them after Jesus’ death, the disciples would draw comfort from their recollection of
Jesus’ forewarning that they would be hated and even betrayed by those closest to them. “Not a hair of your
head refers to spiritual security.” Endurance is not to be understood to mean that we earn salvation by our
efforts to persevere. Rather, perseverance is required of every true believer in Jesus Christ. Ultimately the
strength to endure is supplied by God.

21:20-22. The words “Jerusalem and its desolation” indicate that this is the point where the questions in verse
7 are answered. “Surrounded by armies” is the “sign” that the temple and the city are about to be destroyed.
Matthew 24:15 refers to “the abomination of desolation” spoken of by Daniel (Dan 9:27; 11:31; 12:11) that will
be set up in the holy place in the temple. Luke spoke only of the desolation of Jerusalem. When the city was
surrounded, it was imperative that its inhabitants and those in the surrounding areas (Judea) flee for their
lives because the siege of the city was part of God’s planned vengeance against Jerusalem.

21:23-24. Matthew 24:21 uses the phrase “great tribulation,” taken from Dan 12:1, to refer to the intensity of
the suffering during this time of judgment. Luke called it “great distress.” “Wrath” is God’s anger against sin
expressed as righteous judgment. The survivors of the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 were spread all over
the known world, even more extensively than the Diaspora which occurred during the Babylonian exile
hundreds of years earlier. From 70 until the emergence of the modern state of Israel in the mid-twentieth
century, Jerusalem was controlled by Gentiles. “The times of the Gentiles” refers to the current opportune time
in which Gentile nations embrace the gospel. Meanwhile, Israel is spiritually hardened and will remain so until
near the end (Rom. 11:25-26).

21:25-28. From 21:5-24 Luke shared with his readers Jesus’ teachings concerning Jerusalem’s destruction in
A.D. 70. Having distinguished between those events associated with Jerusalem’s fall and the consummation
of all things, he now introduced Jesus’ teaching concerning the latter. The return of the Son of Man in power
and glory (21:25-27, 36) will bring about the final consummation (21:31). Whereas the portrayal of Jerusalem’s
fall involved historical-prophetic descriptions (“great signs from heaven [Luke 21:11]” are the one exception),
the Son of Man’s return involves cosmic-apocalyptic descriptions (“world” [21:26], “heavenly bodies” [21:26],
“whole earth” [21:35]). This further helps to keep these two events separate. Preceded by apocalyptic events,
the Son of Man will return in great glory and power to bring about His people’s redemption.

Redemption is the reason Christians can “stand up and lift up [their] heads.” As Redeemer, Jesus breaks the
power of sin and creates a new and obedient heart by delivering us from the power of sin, guilt, death, and
Satan. Christians are a people who have been bought with a price (1 Pet. 1:18). In the last days, they can be
even more encouraged because their redemption is coming.

21:29-33. Luke, like Mark 13:28-32; Matt 24:32-36, now added a parable to illustrate how the “signs” of Luke
21:25-26 serve to indicate that the deliverance just mentioned in 21:28 is near. The account consists of a short
parable (21:29-30) involving an analogy of a fig tree. To this has been added an application (21:31) and two
warnings (21:32-33). Just as a fig tree (and most other trees) gives certain signs that reveal summer is near,
so there will be certain signs that will reveal that the redemption brought by the Son of Man is also near.
Instead of cowering in the face of these signs, believers should be encouraged because they indicate that the
divine plan for redemption is being completed and the advent of the kingdom of God is near. It is like watching
trees sprouting leaves in the spring and knowing that summer is at hand. “This generation” probably refers to
those who will be alive when the various phenomena described by Jesus begin to take place in rapid
succession. Since “generation” occasionally means “family” or “posterity,” some believe that it refers
specifically to the people of Israel.

21:34-36. Luke ended his eschatological discourse with a practical appeal consisting of two warnings unique
to his Gospel. The first involves a warning to beware of being overcome with drunken revelry or worldly
concerns for this life, for these may cause one to be unprepared for “that day” (21:34). The second is to be
watchful and to pray in order to be prepared for “that day.” This is described as being able to stand before the
Son of Man (21:36). Only by heeding these warnings will Luke’s readers be able to escape the judgment that is
coming in that day and which, despite the signs of 21:25-26, will catch the rest of the world unawares (21:34b-
35).

21:37-38. These two verses form a concluding summary not only for Jesus’ eschatological teaching (21:5-36)
but also for the entire section devoted to Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem (19:28–21:38). The theme of Jesus’
teaching found in 19:47; 20:1 is repeated here, and the material is uniquely Lukan.


