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Shelby Christian Church
THE ATONING SACRIFICE •  WE CELEBRATE HIS COVENANT •  LUKE 22:1-38 •  11/8/2020

MAIN POINT

Jesus’ last supper with His disciples signified His role as the Passover Lamb, it was a symbol of His Covenant
to believers.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Why do you think meals are so often a part of our celebrations in life?

What’s the most celebrated or memorable meal you have ever been a part of? What made it so special?

Think about the meals we share together. We never gather just to eat, but also to share time at the table. We
celebrate birthdays, holidays, and special occasions usually by sharing a meal. These moments at the table
communicate something about an event’s importance, and they connect us to each other in a way that other
activities do not. So it’s no surprise that on the night before Jesus’ death, He chose to explain the significance
of His suffering with a meal.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

BRIEFLY SET THE SCENE FOR THE PASSOVER MEAL, FROM LUKE 22:1-13.

Why is it significant that Jesus’ suffering and death occurred around the time of Passover?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 22:14-20.

What was the significance of the bread and the cup?

Jesus took the Passover meal and demonstrated to His disciples how the promises of God’s covenant with His
people are fulfilled in Him. In breaking the bread and declaring that it was His body, and in holding up the cup
and declaring that it was His blood, He proclaimed His identity as the ultimate Passover Lamb.
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Jesus not only pointed back to the Old Covenant, but He also pointed forward to the New Covenant. Moses
(see Deut. 30:6) and Jeremiah (see Jer. 31:33) had spoken of a day to come in which a process of
transformation would take place in the hearts of God’s people. The Old Covenant celebrated the work God did
for His people, but the New Covenant celebrated His work in them.

Why is the Lord’s Supper an essential part of Christian practice today?

The Passover meal served as a reminder of God’s deliverance, love, and power. Jesus used this significant time
to teach about Himself and foreshadow His death on the cross. Adding to what would have already been an
incredibly heavy moment, Jesus also told them that one of them would betray Him.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 22:21-23.

Jesus told them a betrayer was in their midst. If it were not already, it was clear at this point that Christ was
talking about serious matters. Christ’s death—an act of unparalleled service and humility—was imminent. In
Matthew’s Gospel, the betrayer is identified as Judas (see Matt. 26:20-25). Jesus knew Judas’s heart and the
role the traitor would play in bringing about His death.

Read Luke 22:1-6. Why would Judas reject the service of Jesus and betray Him?

What can we learn about ourselves and our relationship with God through Judas?

We do wonder how one walked with Jesus for approximately three years, heard His teachings and saw His
miracles, yet never believed in Him as God’s Son. John 3:19 tells us what lay behind unbelief, both then and
now: “The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than the light because their deeds
were evil.” Judas never truly repented of his thievery and his greed, which Paul defined as a form of idolatry
(see Col. 3:5). Like the rich young ruler, Judas chose money rather than God.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 22:24-30.

During His earthly ministry, Jesus taught the disciples about the kingdom of God and what it looks like to be a
part of that kingdom. In verses 28-30, Jesus told them about the future, completed kingdom, in which they
would eat and drink at His table and be seated upon thrones.

Why would it have been hard for the disciples to grasp the kingdom of God fully? Why is it hard for us?

In what areas of your life do you easily see God’s kingdom at work? Where would you like to see Him more?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 22:31-38.

In that upstairs room with Jesus and His disciples, unseen spiritual forces of darkness hovered. The struggle
between good and evil, between the holy and the profane, is never just a matter of flesh and blood. Jesus
offered Peter a lesson that night that all believers need to take to heart and apply.

How must Peter have felt in this moment?

What was Jesus trying to impress on Peter (vv. 31-32)?

Jesus surely got Peter’s attention by the double address, “Simon, Simon.” Jesus had used the same means
earlier to get Martha’s attention (see Luke 10:41). Was Simon alarmed to learn that a supernatural tug of war
centered on him? On one hand prowled the enemy, Satan. He would soon attack Peter and the other disciples
(the Greek word translated you in verse 31 is plural). Satan wanted to ruin their faith and their testimony. He
wanted them to stumble and fail. On the other hand was the Lord Jesus. He had already prayed for Peter (the
Greek word translated you in verse 32 is singular). He knew that the enemy’s main strategy is to destroy faith.
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Perhaps you have never denied that you know Jesus, as Peter did. But you can be sure you have been the
subject of the devil’s temptation. Satan wants you to fail. He wants your witness for Christ to be destroyed.
But Christ intercedes and helps His followers, even when they fail. He is more powerful than the devil. Not only
that, He will also enable believers, restored to fellowship with Him, to strengthen one another.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What traditions or events do you observe to remind you of God’s work in your life? In what ways can you
seek to remember significant things He has done?

How can participation in the Lord’s Supper continue to stir gratitude in you for the work of Christ? Discuss
some different ways people in your group prepare spiritually and mentally for the Lord’s Supper, and
encourage your group members to try something new the next time you share in the Lord’s Supper.

In what ways have you been tempted to betray Christ this week through disobedience? Take time today to
reflect on His sacrifice and confess your sin.

PRAYER

Begin today’s prayer time by asking for specific requests. Pray specifically for group members’ requests, and
that God would provide daily reminders of His incredible sacrifice for us. Pray that the Lord’s Supper and
Christ’s sacrifice would have new meaning in each of our lives.

COMMENTARY

LUKE 22:1-38

22:1 By NT times, the Festival of Unleavened Bread and Passover had come to be almost interchangeable
ideas. For the Jews, Passover was a meal commemorating the night the angel of death “passed over” those
Jewish homes in Egypt whose doorposts were covered by the blood of a Passover lamb (Ex 12:1-14; Lv 23:5).
“Unleavened Bread” was a week-long feast immediately following Passover that commemorated the exodus
(Ex 12:14-20; Lv 23:6-8). These feasts were celebrated during our months of March or April.

22:2-6 The religious leaders were committed to finding a way to put Jesus to death because they feared His
popularity among the people. The perfect opportunity presented itself when Judas, motivated by Satanic
influence and money, agreed to betray Jesus.

22:7 All leaven, or yeast, was excluded from Jewish households from the beginning of the week of Passover
and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. In that sense, the day when the Passover lamb was sacrificed was called
the Day of Unleavened Bread. The lambs were sacrificed from mid-afternoon to late afternoon in the court of
the priests at the temple complex. This was on Thursday of Passion Week.

22:8-12 The effect of Jesus’ words here is the same as when He sent two disciples for the donkey on which He
rode during the triumphal entry. God had the details worked out in advance. A man carrying a water jug would
have been a strange sight since that chore was typically performed by women. Many homes in Jerusalem had
an upstairs guest room with an outside entrance which could be rented to pilgrims observing a feast in the
city. The wording suggests that the owner of this room knew Jesus or was even a disciple.
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22:14 The Passover meal began at sundown. Participants reclined on their sides on low couches, leaning over
the low table to eat.

22:15-18 By saying that He fervently desired to eat this Passover with His disciples before suffering, Jesus
encouraged them to interpret the following events in light of Passover imagery. The cup here could have been
the first or second cup of the traditional Jewish Passover ritual.

22:19 To institute a new memorial meal (the Lord’s Supper), Jesus chose the unleavened bread of the
Passover meal to represent His physical body, which would be broken on the cross much as bread was broken
during the meal. His death would be offered (given for you) as a substitute for sinners, all of whom deserve to
die for their sins.

22:20 The new memorial meal also lent fresh meaning to the cup after supper (probably the third of four cups
in the Passover ritual). The cup was reinterpreted to refer to the blood of Christ, shed as a payment for sins by
Jesus, the ultimate Lamb of God (Jn 1:29). The mention of the new covenant related to Christ’s shed blood
means that the prophesied new covenant (Jer 31:31-34) would be ratified by Jesus’ death on the cross.

22:21-22 Judas was guilty as the one betraying Jesus (vv. 3-6), yet it remains the case that his actions were
determined (planned, ordained) by God as part of the plan that would culminate in Jesus’ crucifixion (Ac 2:23).

22:23-24 Luke is tenacious and honest about the immaturity of the disciples. After so great a spiritual
experience as the Passover meal, conducted by the Lord Himself, they argued over who was greatest among
them. Had they misunderstood everything?

22:25-27 Greatness in the world is based on power and public recognition, but Christ taught that spiritual
greatness requires humility and self-sacrifice. Jesus is our example because He came among us as the One
who serves.

22:28-30 Because the apostles stood by Jesus in His trials, they would be rewarded by the privileges of
leadership in the coming kingdom, including close fellowship with the King and rulership over eschatological
Israel (Mt 19:28).

22:31-34 In these verses Jesus addressed Simon Peter as the leader of the apostles and their spokesman. The
plural you indicates Satan wanted to sift all the apostles like wheat, a rough action that symbolizes tempting
them to spiritual ruin. Peter protested that nothing would cause him to deny Jesus, but Jesus knew better.

22:35-38 Because of the rejection they would face, Jesus emphasized that the apostles must prepare to take
care of their own needs (money-bag, traveling bag) and protect themselves physically (a sword). By arming
themselves, Jesus’ apostles unintentionally paved the way for Jesus to fulfill the outlaws prophecy of Isa
53:12. Jesus’ call for a sword was likely only figurative, but the apostles responded that they had two swords
among them.


