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Shelby Christian Church
MARRIAGE CRASHERS •  UNFAITHFULNESS - "TIL DEATH DO US PART..." •  MALACHI 2:1-17 •

3/21/2021

MAIN POINT

Our faithfulness to God and our marriages is bigger than just our relationship with spouses.

INTRODUCTION

Have you ever honored a commitment you felt like breaking? If so, how did you feel when you fulfilled what
you committed to?

Have you ever broken a commitment you later regretted? Has someone ever broken a commitment to you
and left you in a difficult circumstance?

Webster’s dictionary defines “commitment” as an agreement or pledge to do something in the future. We make
commitments to our spouses when we get married, we commit to do good work for our employers, we commit
to care for our family members, and as Christians we commit to follow Christ and live as He lived. As
Christians, we honor God when we honor our commitments to Him and to each other.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MALACHI 2:1-9.

According to this passage, what were some of the commitments the priests were to uphold? How had the
priests failed to honor their commitments? What did God say the results would be?

The descendants of Levi were set apart for the Lord’s service to serve at the temple. Priests were required to be
descendants of Aaron, who was from the tribe of Levi. God promised His presence, protection, and provision
to those who served as God’s priests. It was the priests’ responsibility to faithfully serve the Lord and instruct
the people of their obligation under the covenant of the law. However, the priests failed to keep their
commitments. They did not honor God’s name; they failed to worship and serve Him with reverence. God
communicated that if the priests’ attitude and behavior did not change, He would treat them with contempt
and would remove them from service.

How do you think the priests’ casual attitudes impacted those entrusted to their leadership?

Considering the New Testament church has no priestly class and that all believers are priests of the Lord
(cf. 1 Peter 2:5), how are our obligations similar to the Levitical priests’? How are they different?
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Spiritual leadership is both an enormous privilege and a daunting responsibility. Our leaders need prayer and
support from those they are entrusted to serve. However, every follower of Christ is responsible for serving and
honoring God. We honor God when we model His faithfulness—when we keep our commitments to Christ and
to one another.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MALACHI 2:10-12.

What treacherous actions did God accuse the people of Judah of committing? Whose trust did He say they
betrayed?

How did their actions affect members of their covenant community? What was the consequence of their
disobedience?

The word “bagad” (to act treacherously) designates failure to fulfill one’s promised obligations, or to betray
one another. A person who does this is a traitor (cf. Isa. 21:2). The “covenant of our fathers” (v. 10) refers to
the Mosaic covenant. To “profane” means to treat something with contempt by violating it. The most obvious
way Judah violated the covenant was by marrying women who worshipped foreign gods. What’s more, to
marry these pagan women, some of these men had to divorce their Jewish wives—further breaking a covenant
they made before God.

What does this passage convey about the connection between our covenant with God and our
commitments to one another?

When we fail to keep a promise or commitment to others, we falter in our relationship with God. Our
commitment to others is inseparably linked to our relationship with God.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MALACHI 2:13-17.

Why were the people of Judah weeping and groaning before God?

Why did the Lord no longer respect the people’s offerings?

Some of the men in Judah were divorcing the wives they married in their youth to marry younger women.
God’s plan for marriage is a life-long monogamous relationship between one man and one woman. This
relationship provides the ideal atmosphere to rear godly offspring (v. 15). Both divorce and idolatry violate this
divine pattern and purpose. In addition, divorce profaned the sanctuary because people continued to offer
their sacrifices, despite their marital betrayals. As a result, God refused to respond favorably to their offerings
—hence their tears. Ongoing and habitual sin renders worship meaningless.

All of us have broken commitments in some aspect of life, even if it was unintentional. None of us have
served our employers, loved ones, or spouses flawlessly; therefore, what is the proper response when we
realize we have fallen short?

As believers, how can we rely on God’s faithfulness to help us fulfill our commitments?

God expects all believers to fulfill their responsibilities, promises, and commitments. We should take all of our
commitments very seriously—when we fall short of our commitments, we need to repent. As God’s people, we
are to act in love and respect one another. It’s never too late to repent and do the right thing. We can rely on
Christ’s example and pray that the Holy Spirit will empower us to live as God commands us. God is faithful to
lead us, guide us, and empower us to live out our faith.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
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In what areas do you find it most difficult to keep commitments? How does today’s passage in Malachi
encourage you to view your commitments differently?

The way we treat others has a lot to say about our relationship with God. Are there areas you need to make
changes? If so, what are they?

PRAYER

Thank God that He is faithful to keep His commitments to us. Repent for any specific commitment that you
have broken. Pray that God would empower you to be someone who takes your commitments to Him and to
others seriously.

COMMENTARY

MALACHI 2:1-17

2:1. This concluding paragraph of the first division begins with “and now,” an expression that often in the Old
Testament begins a speech or marks a climax or conclusion. In Gen 4:11 it introduces God’s judgment on Cain:
“[So] now you are under a curse and driven from the ground.” Here the particle introduces a sentence
announcing the paragraph topic: a decree of warning or “admonition” to the priests. The content of the decree
is given and elaborated in vv. 2–3, and its purpose is given in v. 4 in terms of God’s covenant with Levi.

2:2. There are serious consequences for anyone foolish enough to ignore the Lord’s words (cf. Lev 26:14–39;
Zech 1:4–6; 7:12–14). Yet the conditional nature of v. 2a declares that a possibility of the Lord’s mercy
remained for this generation of religious leaders. A decisive change of attitude is called for in the expression
“set your heart,” which is literally “place upon the heart.” The word “heart” denotes in Hebrew what may be
called the command center of a person’s life, where knowledge is collected and considered and where
decisions and plans are made that determine the direction of one’s life.

The Hebrew word translated “a curse” is literally “the curse.” It is apparently an allusion to the covenant curses
of Deut 28:15–68, which soberly warned Israel that the consequence of disobedience would be God’s blocking
of every normal artery of blessing and his opening of the floodgates of disaster (see also Neh 10:28–29).The
initial warning is followed by an elaboration in three climactic stages, continuing through the end of v. 3. First
is the immediate consequence that the Lord would turn their blessings into curses (“I will curse your
blessings”), that is, every aspect of their lives would become plagued by trouble (cf. Amos 8:10). The Lord
confirmed this warning by pointing out to them that they had already begun experiencing the curse, one
aspect of which, according to v. 9, was that they had already begun to be “despised and humiliated before all
the people.” Their failure to honor the Lord was resulting in their loss of honor.

2:3. The second stage of the elaboration is that the curse would also affect the priests’ descendants (lit.,
“Behold, I am rebuking to you the seed”).This aspect of the warning is given considerable emphasis. Verse 3
begins with the particle hinnê, often translated “see” or “behold.” This is the first of five “behold” clauses in the
book (cf. 3:1[2x]; 4:1, 5). They all occur, as here, at the end of a division and give prominence to a declaration of
the Lord about the future. In each case it occurs with a participle (here translated “will rebuke”). The
grammatical construction hinnê plus a participle describes an event as occurring in the imminent future
(suggesting the translation “am about to rebuke”) or with such certainty that it may be considered “on the
way.” Thus, it adds a sense of urgency to the Lord’s appeal to the priests.

2:4-9. The covenant with or of Levi in verses 4 and 8 refers not to a covenant with the son of Jacob but to the
“covenant of peace” that God made with the Levite Phinehas, Aaron’s grandson. God promised Phinehas and
his descendants a “perpetual priesthood” in return for his zeal in protecting Israel from the corruption of
idolatry (Num 25:1-13). The entire tribe of Levi had earlier been set apart by God after a similar act of
faithfulness at Mount Sinai (Ex 32:26-29). They were assigned responsibility for the sanctuary and worship (Dt
10:8-9; Neh 13:29). The tribe’s function was to teach the law to Israel (and in that sense to be God’s messenger
and to officiate at the altar (Lv 10:8-11; Dt 33:8-11). The Levitical covenant was renewed in Jer 33:14-22 in
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connection with the Davidic covenant, though it was narrowed in Ezek 44:10-16 to the descendants of Zadok
(1Sam 2:35; 1Ki 2:27). Although the priests had violated the covenant, 3:3-4 shows it would remain in effect.
That teachers of God’s Word could be described as “messengers” implies the ongoing relevance of God’s past
instructions and shows the continuing importance of the role of biblical teachers among God’s people.

2:10. The people were failing to honor their covenant relationships with one another. The word act
treacherously (Hb bagad) that occurs in verses 10,11,14,15,16 designates failure to fulfill one’s promised
obligations—i.e., to betray another. A person who does this is a traitor (Isa 21:2). The covenant of our fathers
is the Mosaic covenant (Jdg 2:20; 1Ki 8:21). To “profane” it meant to treat it with contempt (Mal 1:12; 2:11) by
violating it.

2:11-12. The most obvious way Judah was violating the covenant was by intermarriage with women who
worshiped foreign gods, thus introducing a spiritually destructive element into the covenant community (Ex
34:11-16; Dt 7:3-4; Ezr 9:1-2; Neh 13:26; 2Co 6:14-17). A detestable act was one that caused such serious
defilement that destruction or death was required (Lv 18:29; Dt 7:25; 13:15; Jer 44:22-23). Anyone who did this
was cursed (Mal 2:12). Descendants is a reasonable rendering of a difficult phrase on the basis of parallels in
1Ki 14:10; Isa 14:22; Jer 44:7. The last clause (lit “and presenting an offering to Yahweh of hosts”) probably
explains more precisely why their sin profaned the sanctuary: they were continuing to sacrifice to God despite
their sin.

2:13-14. To marry pagan women, some men were divorcing their Jewish wives to whom they had sworn
faithfulness before God. Another thing you do is not the weeping of verse 13, but introduces the issue of
divorce in verse 14 ( you cover could be rendered “while covering”). Divorce was the second detestable act of
treachery that was profaning the sanctuary (v. 11). The verb forms in verses 13-14 are different from those in
verses 11-12. This may suggest that Malachi was even more concerned with divorce than with intermarriage.
Divorce profaned the sanctuary because the people continued to offer their sacrifices (v. 13) despite their
marital betrayals. God’s refusal to respond favorably to their offerings (hence their tears; see Gen 4:4-5; Ps 6:6-
9) was probably linked to their continuing economic and social troubles (Neh 9:32-37; Hag 1:6,9-11; 2:16-19).
Persistent sin renders worship meaningless. Marriage partner renders a word for someone with whom one is
bound by friendship, common goals and commitments, kinship, or covenant, the latter being the case here. On
marriage as covenantal, see Pr 2:17; Ezek 16:8,59-62; Hos 2:16-20.

2:15. The translation and point of verse 15a is unclear, but it seems to indicate that the marriage bond is not
only earthly and easily dissolved, but that it is the product of God’s Spirit, whose purpose is to produce godly
offspring.

2:16. This verse ends by repeating verse 15b with one significant change. After speaking to “you” in verses 13-
15a, verse 15b switches back to third person “he” as in verses 11-12, ending literally, “and with the wife of your
youth let him not act treacherously.” Then after a conjunction opening verse 16 (meaning “because,” “if,”
“when,” “that,” or “indeed”) is a verb that clearly means “ he hates,” although most translations change it to “ I
hate.” But the subject apparently is the one who “acts treacherously,” and who also covers his garment with
injustice. The one speaking is the Lord God of Israel , and contrary to KJV, NKJV, etc., there is no indication of
indirect discourse (“says that”), so God cannot be the subject of “he hates.” This verse specifies how wives
were being betrayed. Their husbands were “hating” so as to “divorce” (a Hb infinitive) them for no legitimate
reason (Dt 24:3), which was a heinous injustice. Such a cold-blooded and unscrupulous traitor to his marital
responsibilities, who would deny his wife the very things he had pledged to provide—devotion, care,
companionship, protection, intimacy, peace, justice (Gen 2:24; Ex 21:10; Dt 22:13-19; Pr 5:15-20)—stood
condemned by God, and he wore the stain of his crime like a garment for all to see (Ps 73:6).

2:17. The people’s treachery against one another (v. 10) was a form of injustice (failing to give someone his
due), but they accused God of injustice for not coming to their aid and punishing people they considered “evil”
(1:2; 3:15). God’s ironic reply was to announce in 3:1-6 a coming messenger of “judgment” (3:5; the same Hb
word as “justice”) who would purge and purify God’s people, including the priests.


