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MAIN POINT

Walking with Christ brings us together in unity and purpose.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

When have you felt united with others in a common cause? Remind group members that their answers do
not have to be “spiritual.”

What strengths should the church community have that can’t be found in any other organization?

The early church was being persecuted for spreading the gospel. But despite the fact that they could have
been punished for their actions, the early believers chose to pray to God for boldness to keep preaching. Few
things bring people together like a crisis. These believers truly lived as one body rather than individual members
of one body.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

Is there currently conflict that you are a part of? Explain.

What do you need to do to settle the conflict and move toward unity? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:31. 

Pentecost saw the Holy Spirit descend on Jesus’ followers, Peter boldly proclaim the gospel to an international
crowd, and 3,000 people come to faith. A short time later, Peter and John encountered a lame man in the
temple courtyard, whom they healed. That event, coupled with the disciples’ preaching, resulted in the arrest of
Peter and John. Upon their release, the two gathered with other believers and prayed for boldness to proclaim
the gospel. From their example, we are reminded that walking with Christ brings us together in unity and
purpose.

With Acts 4:31 in mind, what are some factors you can think of that help people feel united?

When have you seen someone demonstrate boldness for Christ?
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:32-33. 

How have you seen mutual generosity impact your church or community?

How would you describe the purpose of the church?

Acts 4:32-33 emphasizes characteristics of the early church. A common bond existed among those early
believers. That bond is seen in their unity, sharing, witnessing, and the manifestation of God’s grace. The
church was not only meeting the physical needs of members, but they were of “one heart and mind,” which
meant they addressed spiritual and emotional needs as well. They likely had differences of opinion, but they
were united on the essential matters of faith. This unity of beliefs and commitment made generous living
possible. Generosity starts with understanding that our possessions, our time, and our talents aren’t ours,
they’re God’s. He intends for us to use them to glorify Him.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:34-37. 

What can we surrender to contribute to the unity and purpose of the church?

How should these verses guide our actions and attitudes today? Consider dividing your discussion of this
question into two sections: 1) How should these verses guide our actions as individuals; and 2) How should
these verses guide our actions as a group?

What are the blessings and benefits of growing in unity as a congregation? In what ways have you
experienced these blessings and benefits in your own life?

When we live as stewards of everything we have, our generosity benefits others, especially the church and the
people it’s trying to reach. The generosity and unity modeled in these verses attracted other people to them,
which enhanced their witness to the world.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How often do you pray for unity for your church and among the believers in your community? Ask God to 
remove all barriers to unity and make your church family one in heart and mind.

What are some specific actions you can take this week to help strengthen unity within your family, your
church, and your community? 

PRAYER

Ask for prayer requests and ask group members to pray for the different request as intercessors. Conclude the
discussion by asking the Holy Spirit to move in a powerful way throughout your community and especially
within your local church. Ask Him to bless your congregation and the members of your group with a desire to
strive for unity as followers of Christ.

COMMENTARY

ACTS 4:31
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The Book of Acts details the beginnings of the early church. Jesus had told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem
until they were empowered by the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49). The proclamation of the gospel would not depend
on their own passion or ability to share it, but on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. The disciples
obeyed and gathered in one place to await God’s sending of the Holy Spirit. When the day of Pentecost arrived,
the Holy Spirit came upon them as Jesus had promised, and 3,000 people came to faith in Christ through
Peter’s preaching. In Acts 4:4 we’re told that an additional 5,000 men came to faith in Christ through Peter’s
preaching at the temple.

As the apostles continued to preach and large numbers of people continued to be saved, those responsible for
Jesus’ death among the Jewish authorities felt threatened. They arrested Peter and John and ordered them to
stop preaching in the name of Jesus (see 4:18-20). Instead, the apostles prayed for boldness to continue
preaching the gospel (see vv. 23-31).

This verse is the direct answer to the apostles’ prayer for boldness in Acts 4:29-30, which is why it begins with
the words when they had prayed. The first sign that God had heard their prayer was that the place where they
were assembled was shaken. Shaking ground in the Old Testament indicated that God was uniquely present in
a given situation. For example, in Exodus 19:18, “the whole mountain shook violently” when God appeared on
Mount Sinai to speak to Moses. In Isaiah 6:4, the “foundations of the doorways shook” as the prophet
encountered God in the temple in the year that King Uzziah died. By appearing to the apostles with the shaking
of the earth, God gave them tangible evidence that He was present and that He would answer their prayers.

A second evidence of God answering prayer was that everyone in the room was filled with the Holy Spirit. This
was not a second Pentecost, which was the pouring out of the Spirit on the apostles in answer to Jesus’
command for them to wait for power from on high. However, this filling of the Spirit was a fresh empowerment
of the disciples for their witness to the world.

The direct result of the Spirit’s filling in Acts 4:31 was that the disciples began to speak God’s message with
boldness. The word boldness in secular usage often indicated the idea of freedom of speech or being willing to
say anything in candor. The disciples’ prayer for boldness was not merely a desire that they would not be
afraid to speak God’s message, but that they would have a freedom to publicly declare the gospel to those
who needed to hear it. Their boldness was directly tied to their proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

ACTS 4:32-33

This verse begins with a reference to the large group of those who believed. Luke widened the circle from the
apostles and disciples of the upper room at Pentecost to all those who had believed in Jesus. As the circle of
believers grew, the unity they shared in Christ remained strong. Luke described this unity as being of one heart
and mind.

Some scholars have described this as fulfilling the Greek ideal of common ownership of property and
everything held in common, which reached back to the ideals of the Pythagoreans and Plato. In reality, these
early believers were simply responding to the Holy Spirit’s presence in their lives. How do we know the disciples
were not creating a utopian society where everything was held in common? The phrasing of the verse helps
make this clear. The attitude of the body of believers was that no one said that any of his possessions was his
own. The key is that the possessions were still their own, even though they did not count them as so. In a
communal or utopian society, private possessions become the property of all. Luke clearly indicated that the
believers voluntarily gave up what was still their own possessions. The church did not nullify the right to own
private property. Each person continued to own property until it was found to be necessary to sell it for the
common good, and even then it was a voluntary decision.

The presence of the Holy Spirit, the unity of the believers, and the concern that they showed for one another
enhanced the proclamation of the gospel by the apostles. While all the believers were giving evidence of their
faith in Jesus, the apostles explained the gospel from the Old Testament Scriptures through preaching. The
preaching of the apostles was described as their testimony. In legal terms, this referred to a person’s testimony
as a witness in a court of law. As witnesses to the ministry of Jesus, the apostles spoke with authority about
His life, death, and resurrection.
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Luke described the preaching of the apostles as occurring with great power. The Greek word for power comes
from the root to be able. The English word dynamite comes from the same root. When used of the disciples,
this power indicated the presence of the Holy Spirit (see Luke 24:48-49) and the miracles that the apostles did
(see Acts 4:7). The specific content of the apostles’ preaching was the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. They
had witnessed the life of Jesus and they had also seen Him die. However, what set their message apart was
their witness to the resurrected Jesus. Christ had come back to life. They saw Him alive after He had died. The
result of the apostles’ witness was that great grace was on all of them. God blessed their witness and many
new believers came to faith. As they came to faith, they grew in unity as a new community of believers.

ACTS 4:34-37

The phrase there was not a needy person among them clearly refers back to the ideal of Deuteronomy 15:4.
The members of the church who had means voluntarily met the needs of poorer members by sacrificing their
own ownership of property to help the poor. This provision started as the believers sold their land. The fact
that they sold it voluntarily must be emphasized. The remarkable quality of the early believers was their
generosity and their sacrifice, which created a strong sense of community and fostered unity among the
group.

After selling their land, the people brought the proceeds and laid them at the apostles’ feet. Since this was
voluntary, the emphasis was not on the apostles’ authority to receive the funds but their God-given
responsibility to use it wisely in caring for the needs of the poor in the community. Specifically, the apostles
distributed the proceeds for each person’s basic needs. The tense of the verbs (imperfect tense) throughout
this passage indicate a continual process, not a one-time occurrence. The church did not decide one day that
everyone should sell all property and bring the proceeds to the apostles. As the poor had need, believers were
selling, laying the proceeds at the apostles’ feet, and the disciples were distributing the proceeds.

Luke highlighted two types of people involved in the process. He positively spoke of Joseph, also known as
Barnabas. Negatively, he told the story of Ananias and Sapphira, who sold their land but lied about the
proceeds (see 5:1-11). Barnabas would later appear as a companion of Paul on the missionary journey to
Cyprus and Asia Minor. Luke also referred to Barnabas as a Levite, which might confuse the reader at first
because they were not able to own land in the early days of the Old Testament (Deut. 10:9; Num. 18:20,24).
However, that probably did not apply in the days of Acts because the priestly families of Jeremiah had owned
land earlier (Jer. 32:6-15). The sacrifice of Barnabas highlighted the meaning of his name, Son of
Encouragement.

Like others in the Christian community, Barnabas brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. Rather
than helping others on his own, he did so through the ministry of the local body of believers in his community.
He did not give his money to the church, but through the church. He trusted that the apostles would not keep
the money for themselves, but that they would distribute the money as needs had arisen among them.

As the early church experienced opposition, they prayed for boldness to continue preaching. With the common
purpose of winning their world to Christ, the church grew stronger in unity and sacrificially helped one another
as needs arose.


